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Prefatory  Account  of  Profeffor  Boerhaave  s 
iVi?w  Comment s  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe  ^ 
and  Tome  Animadyerfions  thereon. 


Addrefs’d  to  the 

Surgeons  in  the  City  of  London. 

To  which  is  added, 

A  Defence  of  the  12th  Chapter  of  the 
firfl  Part  of  a  TTreatife  de  ALorbis  Cutaneis ,  in 
refpedl  to  the  Spots  and  Marks  \mpxQWd  upon  the 
Skin  of  the  Foetus,  by  the  Force  of  the  Mother’s 
Fancy :  Containing  fome  Remarks  upon  a  D if- 
courfe  lately  printed  and  entituled,  The  Strength 
of  Imagination  in  pregnant  Women  examin'd,  &c. 

Whereby  it  is  made  plain,  notwithftanding  all  the 
0bje£Hons  therein,  that  tfce  faid  Imagination  in  the 
Pregnant  Woman,  is  capable  of  maiming,  and  does 
often  both  mutilate  and  mark  the  Foetus,  or  that 
the  fame,  as  he  infinuates,  is  not  a  vulgar  Error. 

In  a  Letter  to  the  Author. 
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Addrefs’d  to  the  Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 


WHEN  I firft  publifh’d  my 
Sipbylisy  I  acquainted  you 
why  I  thought  it  proper 
it  fhould  be  infcrib’d  to  you,  viz. 
for  that,  tho’  many  have  pretend¬ 
ed  to,  and  und  ertaken  the  Cure  of 
this  Difeafe  :  yet  is  there  fo  much 
of  the  real  Chirurgery  required  of- 

A  i  ten  times 
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( iv  ) 

tentimes  in  the  profecution  thereof, 
that  even  all  others,  whether  Phy~ 
fic  'iam  in  the  higheft  (3lafs,"  or  the 
Quacks  in  the  loweft,  when  any 
dangerous  Symptom  attends,  or  in 
the  moft  deplorable  Stages  thereof, 

are  forced  to  turn  them  over  to 

£ 

ypur  hands,  not  knowing  how  to 
proceed  farther  with  them :  So  that 
whatever  Ihall  be  publifh’d  upon 
this  Subject,  ought  flail  to  be  fub- 
mitted  to  your  Cenfure,  *  who  be¬ 
ing  many  of  you  excellently  well 
skill’d  therein,  will,  from  your  own 
Experience,  readily  apprehend  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  I  have  advanced  any 
thing  in  Practice  which  will  not 
bear  the  Teft  thereof :  For  as  the 
late  eminently  learned  Dr.  Freind 
obferves  in  the  fecond  Part  of  his 
Hiftory  of  Phyfick,  None  but  thofe 

who, 
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who  are  well  vers  d  in  the  Practice 

^  ft  0 

themfelves ,  will  be  able  to  judge 
who  gives  the  befi  Directions,  and 
in  What  each  Author  excels  ;  and 
thofe  who  have  made  trial  of  the 
Remedies  described '  and  have  care¬ 
fully  obferv  d  the  Effecis  from  their 
own  Experience ,  will  be  befi  able 
to  difiinguijh  which  Author  talks 
mofl  like  a  Majler  in  his  Way.  I 
might  add  farther,  and  whether 
like  a  publick-lpirited  or  a  felf-de-^ 
figning  Man. 

Since  the  laft  Edition  of  that 
Treatife,  I  find  ProfefforBoerhaave 
of  “Leyden  has  let  forth  fome  neW 
Comments  upon  the  fame  Difeafe : 
Wherefore  it  will  be  lefs  ftrange 
that  I,  who  have  taken  fome  pains 
in  tracing  both  the  Hifiory  as  well 
as  Cure  thereof,  fhould  alfo  fuper- 

A  3  vife 
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vile  the  Account  given  us  by  this 
famous  Man,  in  which  I  perceive 
much  of  the  old  Pra&ice  join’d  to 
a  new  Theory  :  How  far  they  tally 
with  each  other,  I  fhall  leave  you 
to  judge  from  the  Abftradt  I  here 
prefent  you  ;  but  if  the  Theory  be 
well  contriv’d,  and  all  its  Parts 
handfomely  connected,  I  find  it  is 
lefi  material  what  the  Succefs  may 
be  that  fhall  happen  to  attend  up¬ 
on  it. 

It  has  been  furely  the  Failing  of 
moft  of  our  learned  Men  in  this 
Faculty,  inftead  of  remedying  Dif- 
tempers  firft  of  all  by  the  Dictates 
of  Reafon ,  back’d  with  Obfervation 
and  Experience ,  and  after  confi- 
dering  how  or  by  what  ways  Na¬ 
ture,  with  Art  affifting,  brought 
about  the  Eitefts,  to  foi:m  a  Theory , 

a  and 
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and  then  overlooking  all  that  makes 
again!!  them,  perplex  their  Brains 
to  reconcile  certain  Phenomena 
thereunto,  and  even  to  force,  as  I 
may  fay,  fome  Appearances  to  give 
it  Countenance. 

That  this  has  been  too  apparent 
in  many  of  thofe  Hypothetical  Ad¬ 
vances  of  late  Years  raifed  by  fome 
modem  Phyficians,  is  made  very 
plain  in  a  late  Difcourfe  concerning 
Fevers :  A  Method,  I  am  lure,  ve¬ 
ry  pernicious  to  young  Students, 
imbuing  their  Minds  with  falle  No¬ 
tions,  and  filling  their  Heads  with 
Speculations  as  foreign  to  Nature’s 
real  Procefs  in  the  ripening  of  Dif- 
eafes  and  bringing  them  to  a  Crifis> 
as  that  of  a  found  and  folidly  efta- 
blilh’d  Practice  in  promoting  there¬ 
of 

A  4 
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This  Author,  I  muft  acknow¬ 
ledge,  has  fet  out  well :  Firft  of  all, 
in  acquainting  us  with  the  wonder¬ 
ful  Effects  and  Alterations,  indu¬ 
ced  more  particularly  by  Animal 
PoiJ'ons  upon  Animal  Fluids ,  and 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  human  Bo¬ 
dy  ;  among  which  he  juftly  reckons 
the  Venereal:  And  fecondly,  in 
order  to  difcover  to  us,  how  it  paf- 
feth  in  the  common  Way  from  the 
Woman  to  the  Man,  he  hath  de- 

fcribed  the  Fabrick  of  the  Parts  it 

/ 

firft  feifeth,  as  has  been  done  by 

fome  others,  viz.  4  That  the  Gians 

« 

‘  Penis  being  made  up  of  the  fpon- 
4  gious  Subftance  of  the  Urethra  at 
4  the  end  of  the  cavernous  Bodies 
4  thereof,  forming  one  Limbus ,  per- 
4 .  forated  at  the  Apex  for  the  Dif- 
1  charge  both  of  the  Seed  and  U- 

‘  nne, 


(k) 

*  rine,  on  its  upper  Part  having  a 
‘  regular  Series  of  nervous  Papilla 
4  (the  Seat  of  that  moft  exquifite 
‘  Senfe  of  Titillation)  cover’d  with 

*  the  fame  fine  inverting  Membrane 
4  turn’d  over  its  Corona ,  with  that  of 
4  the  Urethra  and  the  Prepuce : 
4  Hence  I  fay,  he  rightly  infers  the 
4  Commerce  or  Communication 
4  from  one  to  the  other,  to  be  very 
4  facile ;  as  from  the  Prepuce  to  the 
4  Gians ,  from  this  latter  by  its  Pores 
4  through  its  fpongious  Subftance 
4  into  the  Urethra ,  if  not  diredtly 
4  by  its  open  Dudt,  hence  farther 
4  up  to  the  Bulb ,  thence  to  the  Pro- 
. 4  Jlata-y  and  fo  on  to  the  Veficula 
4  Seminars  themfelves ;  from  which 
4  feveral  Gradations,  you  will  lee 
4  prefently  arife  feveral  forts  of 
4  Claps . 


s  And 
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And  having  thus  delineated  the 
Parts,  he  now  advanceth  his  Hy¬ 
pothecs  (founded  poflibly  on  the 
Colour  and  Confidence  of  the  Hu-* 
mour  difcharged )  ‘  That  the  Seat 
‘  of  the  Venereal  Poifon  mu  ft  be 

*  the  Membrana  ad'ipofa ,  by  fome 
‘  named  cellulofa ;  or  rather  the  Oil 
‘  or  pinguous  Matter  contained  in 
‘  the  Cells  themfelves,  on  which  it 
‘  fafteneth.  ’  And  that  no  Part  may 
be  exempt  from  the  Infection,  he 
gives  his  Pupils  to  underftand,  ‘  That 
‘  no  Part  of  the  Body,  either  mem- 

*  branous  or  mufadar,  is  deftitute  of 
‘  this  adipofe  or  cellular  Membrane ; 
‘  that  every  Mufcle  how  minute  fo~ 

*  ever,  that  every  Fiber  of  each,  as 
i  well  as  its  Tendon,  is  therewith 
€  in  veiled ;  that  the  Membranes  in- 
‘  veloping  the  Brain,  u  e.  the  two 

‘  Maters , 
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<  Maters ,  and  the  Perioflia ,  on  the 
4  Bones  on  the  outfi.de,  as  well  as 

*  the  Medulla  in  their  Cavities,  and 

*  between  their  Lamella ,  are  not 

*  deftitute  thereof ;  that  this  is  what 
4  gives  play  to  the  Mufcles  one  over 

*  the  other,  which  would  be  other- 
4  wife  ftiff  and  rigid ;  and  that 
4  wherever  a  Wound  has  been  in- 
4  flifted,  or  an  Ulcer  eats  through, 
4  thefe  Parts  will  ftick  together  ever 
4  after,  that  is,  the  Skin  to  the  fub- 
4  jacent  Mulcle,  as  the  Mufcle  to 
4  the  Bone,  where  the  pinguous 
4  Membrane  of  the  Period:  is  corro- 
4  ded  and  deftroy’d ;  and  laftly,  that 
4-  it  is  this  adipofe  Membrane  which 
4  is  fo  vaftly  diftended  in  the  Em~ 
4  phyfema  and  L  eucophlegmatiafiio 
4  in  tabid  Bodies,  by  the  Siccity  and 

Conci- 
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«  Concidehce  of  the  Cells  it  is  feared 
*  to  be  found. 

I  will  enlarge  no  farther  upon 
this  general  Theory  nor  have  I  time 
to  difculs  how  far  what  I  have  nowr 
quoted  may  be  fa£t ;  tho’  I  think 
the  Affair  of  Adhefion  may  be  as 
well  accounted  for,  by  the  Deftru- 
£tion  of  any  part  of  the  proper  in- 
velling  Membrane  of  the  Muffle 
( which,  by  the  way,  he  will  have 
unconcern’d  in  Venereal  Ulcers,  as 
allb  the  Muffles  themfelves,  tho’ 
they  are  often  laid  in  light)  and 
by  that  of  the  Periojlium  of  the 
Bones. 

We  come  now  to  his  feveral  Spe¬ 
cies  of  Gonorrhoeas. 

4  i .  When  the  Venereal  Poifon 
s  has  enter’d  the  Pores  of  the  Giant 

4  Penh 
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Penis  ( which  he  ■>  with  forne  Ci¬ 
thers  y  will  have  to  he  after  the 
fame  begins  to  fall. ,  and  the  Cells 
being  empty  y  are  better  prepaid 
for  their  new  Guefi)  ‘  it  unites 
‘  with  the  pinguous  Matter  in  the 

*  Cells,  where  it  ferments  and  cor- 

*  rupts  the  Oil ;  or  elfe  by  the  cuti- 
‘  cular  ones  of  the  Prepuce ,  into 

*  thofe  of  its  adipofe  Membrane,  in 

*  like  manner  polluting  the  fame. 

‘  In  the  firft  Cafe  (he  tells  us)  the 

*  Humour  has  been  oblerv’d  to  iflue 

*  upon  Prefliire,  out  of  the  Ipon- 

*  gious  Body  of  that  Part,  as  well 
‘  as  from  the  Meatus  itfelf.  In  the 
‘  fecond  fometimes  a  Velication  a- 
‘  rifeth  on  the  Skin  of  the  Prepuce , 

*  which  the  Surgeons  call  a  Chry- 
1  ftallme,  fhedding  forth  a  ferous 

*  or  watery  Humour  (an  Indication 

‘  of 

*  .  \  t  l 
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4  of  the  milder  Infection)  as  when 

*  the  Cutis  itfelf  is  raifed,  and  burfts 

*  with  one  of  a  Colour  like  Cream 

*  or  melted  Fat  (a  Sign  of  greater 

*  Virulency)  it  is  named  by  them  a 

1  Chancre.  • 

This  being  his  fir  ft  Species,  give 
me  leave  only  to  note  how  far,  or 
whether  at  all,  the  Chryflallme  of 
this  learned  Man  is  that  of  yours  5 
which  is  chiefly  the  Anafarcous  or 
Emphyfematous  Tumor,  pellucid 
or  diaphanous,  appearing  at  the 
Extremity  of  the  Prepuce ,  frequent 
in  Hydrop'ick  Bodies,  and  fome  cal¬ 
culous  Children-,  but  in  the  Venere¬ 
al  Patient  accompanying  oftentimes 
the  Phymojis  and  P enphymofis,  and 
rarely  fhedding  any  Serum ;  the 
PhlyBena  or  watery  Blifters  on  the 
Skin  of  the  Penisy  not  bearing  fuch 

Deno- 
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Denomination  ;  nor  is  it  cuftoma- 
ry  with  you  to .  term  any  Breach 
therein  a  Chancre ,  till  the  Ulcera¬ 
tion  grows  callous  about  the  Edges 
thereof.  But  waving  thefe, 

1  The  fecond  Species  is,  when 
‘  the  Venom  farther  advanceth  from 

*  the  Body  of  the  Gians  or  the  Exi- 

*  tus ,  to  about  an  Inch  within, 

*  where  entering  the  adipofe  Mem- 

*  brane,  it  inquinates  the  pinguous 

*  Matter  of  the  Cells,  which  is  dif- 
c  coverable  by  prefling  the  lame  at 

*  fuch  distance,  when  it  will  flow 

*  forth  in  plenty  ;  whereas  if  the 

*  Preflure  be  made  farther  off,  no- 
‘  thing  appearethj  an  Evidence, 
‘  faith  he ,  not  only  of  the  Seat  of 
‘  the  Difeafe,  but  of  the  Putrefa- 
‘  ction  beginning  in  thefe  Cells,  and 

*  not  bred  in  the  Paflage  itfelf. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  two  Species,  according  to 
our  Author,  are  to  be  cured  by  To - 
picks ,  the  Poifon  being  fo  enclofed 
by  the  cellular  Fabrtcky  that  Mer¬ 
cury  tho’  it  cures  the  other  Sym¬ 
ptoms,  cannot  reach  it  here. 

4  The  third  Species,  when  it  paf- 
{  feth  yet  farther  on,  laying  hold  of 
‘  the  Glandula  Cowpertanay  which 
5  it  quickly  after  ulcerates,  and 
4  where  it  begets  ftill  greater  Mif- 
%  chief. 

‘  The  fourth,  when  it  reacheth 
4  up  to  the  ProjlatUy  whofe  Liquor 
4  in  like  manner  corrupting,  more 
4  formidable  Symptoms  fhew  them- 
4  felves ;  fuch  as  Jijlulous  and  fmu- 
4  ous  Ulcers ; 7  and  this  he  will  have 
difcoverable  (but  1  am  fure  not 
always)  by  a  Tumour  in  Pe- 
ritueo.  Which  two  laft  he  owns 

may 
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may  Hand  in  need  of  a  Saliva¬ 
tion. 

‘  His  fifth,  when  from  the  Pro- 
‘  ftates,  the  Malignity  extends  to 
4  the  Veficula  Semin  ales ,  where 
c  putrefying,  it  makes  greater  Ha- 
‘  vock  of  the  Parts  adjoining  :  not 
‘  only  forming  'Abfce[fes  and  Fijlu- 
‘  la's,  but  eating  into  the  Bladder 
1  itfelf,  as  well  as  the  Intefiine  ; 
*  at  length  deftroying  the  mi- 
‘  ferable  Patient,  in  oppofition 
c  to  all  Endeavours  for  his  Relief 

This,  Gentlemen ,  is  the  P.rofef- 
for%  own  Account,  if  not  in  toti- 
dSm  verbis ,  in  verbis  tamen  ejnfdem 
fignificationis ,  not  only  of  the  Seat 
of  the  Difeafe,  but  the  feveral  Spe¬ 
cies  thereof,  at  its  firft  appearance 
under  the  Appellation  of  a  Gonor - 
rhoea. 


B 
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We  come  now  to  his  Cure,  which, 
he  fays,  when  recent,  may  fafely  be 
accomplifh’d  (efpecially  the  two 
■firft)  by  plying  the  Penis  with  fuch 
emollient  and  relaxing;  Fotuss  and 
Cataplaims,  as  may  fet  open  the 
Pores,  and  invite  the  venomous 
Steams  before  they  have  too  much 
contaminated  the  Oil  in  the  Cells 
of  the  Membrana  adipofa ,  out  of 
the  fame,  by  the  Paflages  they  en¬ 
ter’d  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  ob~ 
ferves,  that  he  had  done  more  with 
a  little  Milk  and  Mallows,  than  he 
could  effecl  with  Mercurial  Prepa¬ 
rations  ;  performing  greater  Mat¬ 
ters  this  Way,  by  the  help  of  Ung. 
Dialth^ea  than  by  the  /Egyptia- 
cum ,  or  the  Mercurials  aforefaid  ; 
and  being  very  open  and  commu¬ 
nicative,  he  has  given  you  a  Form 

of 
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of  a  Cataplafm  for  the  fame  In¬ 
tention,  the  Ingredients  whereof 
will  furnifh  alfo  a  Fomentation. 

I 

Farm.  Rad.  Alth.  %i.  Flor. 
Malv.  Sambuc.  a  ifs.  Fol.  Mar- 
rub.  alb.  Scord.  a  Mj.  Sal. 
Ammon.  3 /.  f.  S.  A.  Pulticula 
crajjior.  * 

But  I  fuppofe  fome  Liquor  mull 
be  allow’d,  as  Milk  or  Water,  for 
the  Decodtion,  which  feems  to  be 
forgot,  and  no  Notice  taken  other- 
wife  than  of  a  little  Linfeed  Oil  to 
be  added  at  the  Conclulion. 

Belides  thefe  humecting  and  re¬ 
laxing  Medicines,  tho’  ALgyptia- 
cum  is  thrown  out  (one  oi  the  belt) 
you  are  to  ufe  fome  detergent  ones, 
as  where  the  Skin  is  whole,  and  the 
Infection  frefh,  or  when  the  Pa- 

B  z  tient 
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tient  fufpe<fts  he  may  be  injur’d  by 
playing  with  a  Whore  ( and  if  on¬ 
ly  fo,  he  may  be  ealily  cur  d )  you 
are  to  wafh  his  Perns  for  a  good 
while  with  hot  Wine,  Honey  and 
Salt;  or  you  mull  beftow  half  an 
hour  three  or  four  times  in  a  Day 
upon  each  of  them,  in  fomenting 
the  Part  with  a  TinBure  of  Myrrh  • 
in  Wine,  or  with  Vinegar  and  Wa¬ 
ter,  in  which  a  little  Aloes  has  been 
diffolved  ;  but  where  the  Skin  is 
off,  he  advifes  you  to  apply  the 
Ung.  Aureum  or  Tetrapharm. ;  or, 
which  excels  the  reft,  as  a  moll 
powerful  Emollient,  a  Balfam  ex 
Terebinth,  cum  Fit  el.  Ov.  Mer - 

curio  crndo. 

When  it  is  Ibme  time  before  the 
Phylician  is  call’d  [and  here  it  feem$ 
to  be  the  Phyjt  cians  Work )  after 

well 
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well  duping  the  Penis ,  with  the 
Fomentation,  he  is  to  apply  an 
Epifpaftick  thereon:  keeping  the 
Veiication  open  with  the  fame 
Ointments,  mix’d  up  with  red  Pre¬ 
cipitate,  continuing  the  Stupes  as 
before ;  and  by  the  Purfuit  of  this 
Method  for  twelve  or  fourteen  Days, 
provided  the  Patient  abflains  from 

hot  and  fat 'Nutriments,  he  war- 
•  * 

rants  your  making  him  a  found 
Man,  as  he  has  done  many  thus 
difeafed  \  tho  perhaps  fome  that 
only  thought  they  were  %fo ,  dill  pur- 
fuing  the  Venom  as  it  was  moving 
onwards,  quite  up  to  the  Scrotum 
and  Perineum ,  with,  thefe  local 
Applications. 

How  far  this  needlefs'  multiply- 
ing  the  forts  of  Claps  may  give  you 
a  better  Idea  of  the  Difeafe  in  ge- 

B  3  neral, 
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neral,  or  truer  Indications  for  the 
Cure,  I  cannot  fay,  who  believe, 
for  my  own  part,  thofe  Indications 
to  be  the  fame,  in  whatever  Part  of 
the  Meatus  the  Poifon  happens  to 
be  lodg’d ;  viz.  firft  of  all  to  era- 
di  cate  the  Malignity  by  proper  Pur¬ 
gatives^  and  then  to  heal  the  Ulce¬ 
ration  by  Agglutinants  or  Balfamics ; 
having  a  fpecial  regard  to  the  other 
Symptoms,  with  which  the  Difeafe 
fhall  happen  to  be  complicate  :  But 
as  I  cannot  advife  you  to  depend 
upon  thefe  Local  Applications  at  any 
time  of  the  Infedtion,  be  the  Situa¬ 
tion  where  it  will ;  fo  neither  in  a 
fimple  Clap  mu  ft  you  confide  in 
Mercury  :  '  Not  furely  becaufe  it 
cannot  reach  the  Parts  affedted,  but 
rather  for  .that  ( however  capable  of 
correcting  the  malign  Difpofition 
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thereof)  of  its  wanting  thofe  agglu¬ 
tinating  Particles,  that  are  at  thefe 
times  call’d  for,  and  this  dou  briefs 
is  the  reafon  why  we  find  many  fim- 
ple  Runnings  {till  remaining  after  a 
Salivation* 

To  confirm  my  own  Perfuafion, 
that  the  Seat  of  this  Infection-  is 
not  always  in  the  fame  Part  of  the 
Urethra ,  but  may  be  convey’d  high¬ 
er  up,  even  to  the  Glandule  Pro - 
ft  at  a  and  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder, 
I  will  here  give  you  an  Example 
not  often  met  with. 

A  Gentleman  about  thirty,  of  a 
'  thin  Habit,  fent  for  me  to  vifit  him 
in  his  Chamber,  where  I  found  him 
the  moft  lamentably  tormented 
with  Dyfuria  of  any  one  I  ever 
'  met  with.  Enquiring  for  that  little 
Water  he  had  made,  I  perceiv’d  in 

B  4  feveral 
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feveral  Glafies  ftanding  by,  each 
containing  two  or  three  Spoonfuls, 
made  at  as  many  more  times,  one 
third  was  a  true  Pus  :  On  which, 
I  was  ready  to  deliver  my  Opinion, 
that  confidering  the  exquihte  Pain 
attending,  together  with  the  Scent , 
Confidence  and  Colour  of  this  uri¬ 
nary  Excretion,  fome  Abfcefs,rcvufl 
be  form’d  about  the  Sphmcler  of 
the  Bladder,  or  the  Projlate  Glands 
till  upon  ,  a  farther  Enquiry  I  was 
told  by.  his  Apothecary,  he  had 
been  lately  Clapt ,  having  then  a 
SitUtcidtum ,  but  in  Email  quantity, 
upon  him,  whence  I  conceived  bet- ' 
.  ter  hopes  of  his  Cure ;  but  for  fome 
time,  without  an  Opiate  repeated 
twice  or  oftener  in  a  Day,  was  un¬ 
able  to  procure  him  any  the  lead;  • 
truce  from  his  roaring  out,  through 

■'  "  '  the 
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*  + 

the  intolerable  and  perpetual  Sti¬ 
mulus  on  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder.  * 
I  defired  they  would  fave  now  in 
one  Glafs  what  he  render’d  the 
Night  enfuing,  the  Urinal  being 
fcarce  one  Moment  from  his  Hand : 
when  the  next  Morning,  out  of 
about  two  Ounces,  made  as  he  fup- 
pos’d  after  a  hundred  Attempts, 
pouring  off  the  clear,  there  remain¬ 
ed  a  fpoonful  of  the  like  purulent 
and  fetid  Matter  at  the  bottom  ; 
when  I  now  endeavour’d,  by  all 
Ways  I  could  think  oij  to  give  him 
Relief ;  one  of  which  was  to  keep 
him  in  a  Semicupe  of  warm  Water, 
Umbilici  tenus ,  for  half  an  hour, 
twice  a  Day,  in  which,  whilft  he 
continued,  'he  was  much  ealier,  fan¬ 
cying  himfelf  always  piffing. 
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I  was  inform’d  he  had  taken  fe- 
veral  Dofes  of  Calomel ,  but  was  al¬ 
ways  worfe  after  purging  therewith, 
mix’d  up  with  a  Cathartic  Pill : 
Upon  which  I  betook  myfelfwhol- 
ly  to  lenient  Remedies,  fuch  as  Lin- 
Bus’s  ex  01.  Amyg.  dul.  cum  Syr.  de 
jflthtea ;  alfo  Sper.  Cetl  Draughts, 
prepar’d  like  the  Emullion.  Every 
Afternoon  I  directed  a  Terebmthl- 
nate  Clyfter ,  and  at  Night  a  Bole 
ex  Cajfia  cum  Nltro ,  with  gr.j.  of 
the  Extr.  Thebaic,  for  his  Third:  he 
drank  an  Emullion  ex  ‘Amygd. 
Sem.  Papar.  alb.  cum  Aq.  Hordei , 
fometimes  this  laft,  with  a  Solution 
ot  Gum  Arabic-  edulcorated  cum 
Syr.  de  Althaa ;  and  being  ty’d  up 
by  the  Opiate ,  notwithftanding  the 
Enema ,  he  took  in  the  Morning 
the  purging  Waters  turn’d  with 
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Milk,  and.  Manna  diffolv’d  in  the 
Whey  thereof. 

When  we  had  thus  proceeded 

fome  Days,  the  Dyfury  was  much 

abated  :  and  now  in  order  to  dif- 
*  * 

pofe  the  Parts  for  healing,  and  far¬ 
ther  to  promote  the  Secretion  of 
Urine,  I  gave  him  Night  and  Morn¬ 
ing  a  Draught  with  sfs.  .of  the  Bal- 
fam  Capiv.  diffolv’d  cum  q.  f.  Ov. 
Fitel.  adding  gij  of  Aq.  Horde / 
with  gfs.  of  Syr.  de  Alth.  and  as 
much  of  that  de  Mecomo  forbear¬ 
ing  his  other  Opiate . 

Thus  was  this  obftinate  and 
threatening  Malady  overcome,  the 
Running  no  more  returning  till  a- 
bout  twelve  Months  that  he  was 
Clapt  afrefh,  and  after  the  Dripping 
had  continued  five  or  fix  Weeks, 
tho’  he  was  all  the  time,  at  proper 

Intervals,  • 
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Intervals,  purged  by  his  Apotheca¬ 
ry,  as  he  acquainted  me,  and  had 
never  taken  any  reftringing  Medi¬ 
cine,  or  medled  with  Injection,  the 
like  Misfortune  came  upon  him  ; 
the  Running  grew  lefs,  and  the 
Matter  quickly  after  was  difchar- 
ged  at  no  other  times  but  thofe  of 
his  making  water,  a  plain  Evidence 
of  its  being  tranflated  ( as  in  fome 
others  to  the  Teftis ,  railing  the  Her¬ 
nia  Humor ahs)  in  this  Eerfon,  ei¬ 
ther  to  the  Projiata  or  to  the  V e- 
ficai  at  feaft  the  Sph  'inBer  thereof 
But  now  proceeding. 

This  being  the  Summary  of 
Mynheer  Boerhaave's  Practice  in 
the  Cure  of  the  Gonorrhoea ,  .parti¬ 
cularly  the  firft  and  fecond  Species 

* 

thereof ;  If  you  would  know  where 
the  fame  is  practicable,  you  are  to 

judSe 
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judge,  by  the  time  oi  the  Infection, 
the  State  and  Condition  of  the  ‘Part 
afFedtejl,  and  the  Abfence  of  all  o- 
ther  Symptoms  after  a  ftridt  Enqui¬ 
ry  ;  for  if  you  find  the  Palate , 

,  Uvula  or  Tonfils ,  feifed  on  by  the 
Poifon,  he  o.wns  there  is  no  trail¬ 
ing  unlefs’  to  a  fpeedy  and  power¬ 
ful  Salivation. 

But  if  the  Abjence  of  Symptoms 
are  to  be  your  .Guide  for  thus  tri¬ 
fling  with  yOur  Patient,  and  indeed 
I  can  account  his  Method  nothing 

O 

more,  he  has,  I  think,  a  forry  • 
Chance  for  his  Cure  by  thefe  hot 
Clouts  and  hafly  Puddings  ;  nor 
much  better  from  his  blifterd  Pe¬ 
nis:  For  thefe  are  not  yet  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  nor  may  not  difcover  them- 
felves  till  many  Months,  nay  Years, 
as  you  will  find  in  fome  of  the  Hi- 

ftories. 
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ftories  of  my  Siphylis ,  and  as  I 
might  exemplify  at  this  prefent,  in 
a  Gentleman,  lately  enter’d  under 
my  Care, .  Clapt  above  three  Years 
paft,  and  well  cur’d  as  he  believ’d, 
tho’  not  by  Topicks:  When  after 
fome  Months,  he  came  to  me  with 
a  flabby  Tefiis ,  quite  different  from 
the  common  humoral  Hernia ,  fome 
Fluid  feeming  to  be  gathering  in 
the  Vaginal  Tunic.  We  had  a  Con¬ 
futation  with  the  deceafed  Mr.  Ed. 
Green ,  who-advis’d  him  to  do  no¬ 
thing,  till  it  fill’d,-  when  he  was  to 
come  to  us  again  to  have  it  empty ’d : 
However,  fufpeCting  it  might  have 
a  Dependence  upon  the  former  In¬ 
fection  he  owned  to  us,  I  applied  a 
dilcutient  Cataplafm  with  a  Sufpen- 
J ory ,  till  he  grew  weary  of  the 
Trouble ;  then  covering  the  Tefiis 

with 
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with  a  Mercurial  Plaifter,  which  he 
fubmitted  to  with  his  Bag,  I  order’d 
he  fhould  be  purged  once  a  Week 
with  Mercurials ,  and  heard  no 
more  of  him  for  fome  time  paft, 
or  till  he  came  to  acquaint  me  that 
he  was  free  of  his  Complaint.  And 
now,  behold  the  unexpected  Stand 
for  fome  Years  longer,  and  then 
the  furpriling  Tranfition  of  this 
Poifon,  from  the  Tail  as  I  may  fay, 
to  the  Head,  a  large  quantity  of 
{linking  Matter  came  fuddenly 
down  by  "the  Noftril,  and  continu¬ 
ing  its  Difcharge,  Dr.  t¥ - —th 

and  Mr.  F—n  were  advis’d  with, 
\\’ho  were  of  opinion,  that  by  ex¬ 
tracting  a  Tooth,  a  Drain  might  be 
made  that  Way,  or  at  leaft  the  An¬ 
trum  Maxilla  perforated,  to  bring 
it  down,  and  fet  him  clear  of  this 

offen- 
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offenfive  Companion :  After  the  re¬ 
moving  feveral,  it  came  at  length 
the  Way  they  defired ;  but  upon 
Search  into  the  Alveoli ,  the  upper 
Mandible  was  found  rotten  to  the 
Molares  on  each  fide,  the  Caries  ex¬ 
tending  over  the  Os  Palati ,  which 
is  eaten  through.  I  have  ufed  my 
Fume  of  Cinnabar  to  flop  its  farther 
Progrels,  and  have  already,  by  the 
afliftance  thereof,  feparated  and 
brought  away  a  large  portion  of 
the  Jaw-bone,  being  now  railing  a 
Salivation  by  the  UnBion ;  a  diffi¬ 
cult  Work  indeed, [confidering  how 
weak  a  Subject  I  have  to  deal  with, 
who  notwithftanding  prefers  all 
Hazards  therewith,  in  hopes  of 
Cure,  to  a  Life  offarther  Stench  and 
Rottennefs  without. 
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This  only  to  fhew  the  Uncer¬ 
tainty  of  our  Profefior’s  Rule,  by 
the  Ablence  of  Symptoms  encou¬ 
raging  thefe  local  Applications,  and 
thereby  obviating  any  future  ones. 

The  Women,  who  are  frefh  in¬ 
fected,  are  to  be  wafh’d  and  bath’d 
in  like  manner :  And  if  the  Man’s 
Affairs  will  not  allow  ( for  this  Me¬ 
thod  is  fcarcely  to  be  enterprifed  by 
our  Citizens  Apprentices ,  any  more 
than  their  Mafters ,  and  much  lefs 
with  our  Beaus )  of  all  this  flopping 
and  daubing,  he  may  cover  the 
Parts  with  a  Mucilage  or  Melilot 
Emplajler ,  tho’  not  with  altogether 
the  fame  Benefit. 

Should  you  enquire  why  no  Inje- 
Bions  all  this  while  are  recommend¬ 
ed,  prepar’d  of  the  fame  preferva- 
tive  Liquors  with  thole  of  the  ex- 

C  ternal 


(  xxxiv  ) 

ternal  Epithems  ?  he  tells  you,  be- 
caufe  they  cannot  proceed  To  far  as 
the  adipofe  Cells ,  any  more  than 
the  Quickiilver  in  the  Undtion, 
where  the  Poifon  is  inlinuated : 
Yet  furely  the  Paflage  thereto  from 
the  Urethra ,  may  be  as  ealy  as  from 
the  Skin  of  the  Perns ,  or  the  Gians 
either  into  the  faid  Cells :  So  that 
unlefs  the  Application  be  inftantly 
made  ufe  of,  after  the  foul  Engage¬ 
ment  or  before  the  Contagion  has 
got  through  the  outward  Tegu¬ 
ments  (when  poffibly  the  deterging 
thereof  by  fuch  means  may  happen 
to  fucceed )  there  can  be  no  Reli¬ 
ance  thereupon,  or  in  the  Words  of 
our  Country-man  Dr.  Freind \  the 
prefent  Eafe  hereby  is  hardly  to  be 
procur'd,  or  if  fot  is  found  quickly 
after  to  be  dearly  bought.  Nor  is 

the 
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the  Patient,  I  think,  much  wifer, 
who,  after  copulating  with  an  in¬ 
fected  Perfon,  depends  upon  thefe 
Lotions  and  Cataplafms ,  than  he 
who  being  bit  by  a  mad  Dog  or  Vi¬ 
per,  experts  to  be  cur’d  by  an  out¬ 
ward  Salve  or  Ointment,  how  time¬ 
ly  foever  applied  to  the  Wound :  So 
that  in  fhort,  tho’  we  can  well  ap¬ 
prove  the  Defign  at  fuch  times  of 
keeping  open  the  Pores  by  outward 
Applications,  but  efpecially  the  en¬ 
couraging  of  the  Diicharge  from 
Chancres ,  and  other  Breaches  of 
the  Skin,  as  well  as  that  from  the 
Urethra ,  by  which  the  Poifon  may 
be  carried  off,  till  the  Malignity  is 
by  other  means  fubdued  :  Yet  in 
order  to  this,  we  think  no  one  can 
be  fafe,*.  nor  his  Cure  afcertain’d, 
how  different  foever  this  learned 

C  ^  Man 


(  xxxvi  ) 

Man  may  be  in  bis  Opinion,  with¬ 
out  the  proper  Alexipharms ,  inter¬ 
nally  adminifter’d  ;  nor  truly  does 
he,  after  all  he  has  faid,  depend 
wholly  upon  this  topical  Manage, 
as  you  may  infer  from  his  own 
Words,  p.  42.  of  his  Difcourfe, 
Hifce  ipfis  utendum  etiam  (laxan- 
tia  fcil.  8c  emollientia)  fijam  locus 
affeBus  apertus  fit,  tunc  emm  Ma- 
teries  lib  ere  extrorfum  ducatur ,  vix 
mtrorfum  tbit ,  adeoque  prafens  fa- 
natur ,  pracavetur  futurum :  When 
immediately  he  fubjoins,  Conducunt 
fimul  ad  hac  purgantia  Hydragoga 
interim  crebro  adhibita :  And  again, 
if  you  would  be  inform’d  of  thefe 
Hydragogues ,  p.  48,  he  proceeds, 
Verum  fi  ufquam ,  hic>  purgantia 
Hydragoga  pr^efiant ,  Jalap  pa , 
HermodaBili ,  Scammonea ,  Sena, 
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bcec  crebro  ufurpata  poteftatem  ha* 
bent  diffolvendi  fanguinem  in  a- 
quam ,  hanc  depellendi  deorfum ,  &' 
evacuandi  per  Intefhna  :  htec  a- 
gunt  valide  femper  &  in  urina  Vi i- 
fa ,  Veficam ,  Urethram  ;  hinc  & 
laudatijjimus  e.orum  ufm  in  locis 
huic  malo  nat'wis ,  Africa^  Ameri¬ 
ca. ,  quin  &  probatijjimos  quoque 
apud  optimos  fere  nofir orum  in  Arte 
Magifirorum. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  I  would  glad¬ 
ly  know,  in  what  this  Method  (let¬ 
ting  alide  the  fruitlefs  Fotuss  and 
Cataplafms)  differs  from  the  gene¬ 
ral  Practice,  otherwife  than  that 
We,  for  good  Reafons,  mix  Calpm - 
melanos  or  Mercnrius  d.  with  fome 
of  the  lame  Purges,  where  there  is 
great  Virukncy,  or  purging  only 
with  Lenients  or  the  milder  Ca- 
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thartics,  without  where  fueh  Viru- 
lency  is  overcome,  and  then  finifh- 
ing  the  Cure  with  Balfamks. ' 

His  Reafons  why  Mercury  will 
not  cure  a  Clap,  becaufe  the  Parti¬ 
cles  thereof  cannot  get  into  the 
Cellular  Membrane ,  is  inconfiftent 
with  the  Structure  of  the  Parts,  and 
even  with  his  own  Sentiments  elfe- 
where  ;  for,  if  (as  he  owns,  it  can 
penetrate  into  the  bony  Cells,  where 
he  tells  us  it  has  been  often  found, 
it  may  furely  infinuate  into  this  cel¬ 
lular  Compage  of  the  adipofe  Mem - 
Irane,  fuppofing  this  Part  the  Seat 
of  the  Contagion,  as  he  would  have 
it ;  or,  if  not,  how  comes  it  to  find 
a  Way  into  the  fame,  where  the 
Diftemper  is  turned  to  the  Pox, 
when  he  acknowledged  it  melt- 
eth  down  this  pinguous  Matter  in 
4  '  the 


(  xxxix  ) 

the  Cells  with  which  the  Poifon  of 
the  Difeafe  is  blended,  and  car- 
rieth  it  through  feveral  Paflages 
out  of  the  Body  ?  But  to  this  I 
have  fpoken  already  here,  as  well 
as  in  my  Siphylis. 

It  remains  after  giving  you  this 
Author’s  Account  of  the  Gonor¬ 
rhoea ,  which  I  term  the  fir  ft  Infe- 
•  Bion>  I  fhould  alfo  lay  down  his 
Method  for  removing  the  fecond \ 
or  the  Symptoms  thence  ariftng  j 
that  is,  according  to  him,  when 
the  Infection  hath  faftened  upon 
the  whole  pinguous  Subftance  con¬ 
tain’d  in  this  adipofe  Membrane, 
where  he  allows,  as  I  have  now 
remark’d,  that  the  crude  Mercury, 
or  in  the  Way  of  UnBion ,  is  bell 
fitted  to  difiolve  the  Oil  thus  pol¬ 
luted  in  its  Cells,  and  to  carry  it 
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off,  as  above,  through  the  glandu¬ 
lar  Outlets  of  the  Fauces ,  Intefi'mes , 
Kidmes ,  or  elfe  by  the  Cutaneous. 

But  when  the  Venome  is  got  in¬ 
to  Parts  out  of  the  Reach  of  the 
.  Force  of  the  Heart  and  Arteries, 
when  it  has  defiled  the  Meditulli- 
um  or  Diploe  of  the  Cranium,  or 
the  Medulla  in  the  Cavities  of  the 
larger  Bones,  when  it  has  deftroy’d . 
the  Veflels  fupplying  them  with 
their  Nourifhment,  when  it  has 
pierced  their  Lamina ,  prey’d  upon 
the  Periojha ,  and  cariated  the 
Bones  themfelves ,  Mercury ,  he 
fays,  will  do  nothing  here. 

I  defire  to  know  what  will,  to  fave 
fuch  Bone  from  coming  off  ?  And 
if  we  are  fo  happy  as  to  gain  this 
Point,  I  think  ’tis  all  the  Artift 
has  in  view,  or  can  expeft,  who 
•'  is 
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is  not  call’d  till  thefe  unhappy  Ac¬ 
cidents  fall  put:  For  no  Man  is  fo 
vain  to  falivate  his  Patient  with 
defign  of  recovering  a  rotten  Bone, 
or  making  of  it  found  again  ;  but 
hopes  thereby  to  flop  the  farther 
Progrefs,  and  affift  Nature  in  fepa- 
rating  the  corrupt  from  the  found 
Parts,  which  Mercury  and  furely 
Mercury  alone,  is  able  to  do  ;  nor 
do  I  remember  to  have  feen  or 
known  any  of  thefe  miferable  Peo¬ 
ple  made  whole,  whatever  Secrets 
fome  may  boaft  of,  where  this  Me¬ 
dicine  had  not  been  adminifter’d 
in  one  Form  or  other,  tho’  poffi- 
bly  for  a  time  difus’d,  when  fome 
other  lefs  efficacious  Method  fol¬ 
lowing  immediately  after,  was  per¬ 
haps  entitled  to  the  Cure. 
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But  if  Mercury  will  not  help  us 
in  thefe  moft  formidable  Stages  of 
the  Diftemper,  mu  ft  the  Patient 
be  relinquifh’d  ?  No  fure,  fays  our 
Profeffor,  read  but  carefully  this 
Book  of  Hutteris ,  and  you  will  find 
this  moft  intricate  Poifon,  when 
got  into  thefe  Places,  may  be  in- 
tirely  diffolv’d  and  walk’d  out  of  all 
its  Labyrinthian  Recedes,  by  a 
ftrong  Lixivium  of  Guajacum. 

To  this  I  have  faid  fo  much  in 
my  practical  Differtation ,  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  Indian  Cure  from  the  Au¬ 
thor  here  quoted,  as  well  as  others 
of  the  Ancients,  as  to  fpare  myfelf 
the  trouble  of  many  more  Words 
about  it :  Yet  fince  the  Profeflbr 
has  fo  highly  extoll’d  the  fame,  and 
from  his  own  Experience  recom¬ 
mends  the  Practice,  I  will  relate 

his 
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his  Regimen,  by  which  he  informs 
his  Reader,  he  hath  recovered 
thofe  who  have  been  thought  de- 
fperate  by  the  learned  of  other  Na¬ 
tions. 

The  Patient  (having,  I  fuppofe, 
his  Body  prepar’d  for  his  Penance) 
is  to  drink  his  fill  of  the  Deco&ion 
( tantum  quantum  potefi )  four  times 
in  a  Day,  and  this  to  be  practis’d 
for  feveral,  during  which  the  ex- 
quifite  dry  Diet  of  Bifcuit  and  Rai- 
fons,  is  to  be  his  whole  Sufte- 

nance. 

* 

When  he  has  thus  gorg’d  him- 
felf,  and  is  ready  to  burft  like  an 
Hydropic  ( but  how  if  he  perfpires 
infenfibly ,  or  piffeth  out  the  fame , 
for  every  Guffeller  that  has  thefe 
Paffages  very  patulent ,  will  not  rea¬ 
dily  be  thus  dif  ended ?)  he  takes  his 

Dole, 
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Dofe,  i.  e.  fills  himfelf  top  full  and 
enters  his  Stove,  where  fitting  or 
lying,  as  he  is  difpofed,  the  Heat 
is  gradually  convey’d  by  the  means 
of  Spirits  burning  hard  by :  Whence 
his  naked  Body,  or  perhaps  cover’d 
with  a  Blanket,  is  thrown  into  a 
moft  prorufe  Sweat,  as  long  as  he 
can  bear  it;  half  an  Hour  being 
the  ufual  Time  ;  when  the  Flame 
being  drawn  away,  this  Sweat  is  to 
be  continued  for  an  Hour  longer, 
tho’  more  moderate  ;  and  now  to 
fupport  his  Spirits,  there  is  given 
him  half  a  Pint  of  poor  lean  Mut¬ 
ton  or  Veal  Broth,  boil’d  with  a 
little  Rice.  Being  well  dried  and 
cleanfed  with  woollen  Cloths,  he 
comes  forth,  but  muft  carefully  a- 
void  the  cold  Air. 


This 
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This  Work  is  repeated  for  a  Fort¬ 
night,  twice  a  Day,  and  then  once, 
in  the  Morning.  If  any  Part  of  a 
Bone  has  been  feifed  with  this  Evil, 
the  Limb,  either  Leg  or  Arm,  is 
to  be  cover’d  with  Flannel  Stupes 
exprefs’d  hot  from  the  ftrongeft  Li¬ 
xivium  of  the  fame  Wood:  And 
the  Heat  more  particularly  directed 
to  the  Part,  which  is  hereby  able 
to  pierce  thofe  fecret  Recedes, 
which  Mercury  could  not  perme¬ 
ate.  By  thus  proceedings  laith 
he,  I  have  feen  a  young  Man  in¬ 
fected  to  the  Bones ,  who  in  the 
heighth  of  the  Operation  fent  forth 
a  copious  Vapour  of  a  greenifh  Co¬ 
lours  like  the  Guajacum  itfelfs  and 
it  pleafeth  me  much  when  1  think 
that  I  curd  this  young  Mans  and, 
that  l  have  fince  feen  him  the  Fa¬ 
ther 
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ther  of  a  Family ,  whofe  hones,  in 
many  Places  of  his  Legs  were  ea¬ 
ten  into ,  and  one  whole  Joint  of  his 
Ftnger  feparated  (as  did  furely  thole 
Parts  of  the  Leg  which  were  cari- 
ated)  by  this>  continues  he,  the 
fmall  Bones  of  the  Nofe  and  Pieces 
of  the  Palate  are  cajl  off3  leaving 
the  ref  fmcere.  I  could  tell  him 
of  a  better,  by  which  in  much 
lefs  time  this  Work  has  been  accom- 
plifhed. 

But  pray,  Gentlemen,  what  is 
there  rare  or  ftrange  in  this ;  How 
many  Fragments  of  rotten  Bones 
are  daily  thrown  off  in  our  two 
Hofpitals,  the  Lock  and  Kingsland? 
How  many  more  deplorable  Ex¬ 
amples  can  we  not  give,  if  it  were 
proper,  under  our  own  Care, 

whilft 
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whilft  the  lick  were  in  a  Saliva¬ 
tion  by  the  UnBion>  or  foon  after 
their  coming  out  of  one  ? 

Indeed  if  this  old  Way,  now  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  reviv’d,  at  leaft  re¬ 
commended  fo  to  be,  by  Profejfor 
Boerhaave.,  in  thefe  his  new  Com¬ 
ments  upon  the  Venereal  Difeafe , 
would  convert  a  rotten  into  a  found 
Bone,  we  might  liften  to  it ;  but 
if  his  Curatio  per  Exiccationem>  as 
he  terms  it,  can  do  no  more  ( I 
think  for  my  part  it  will  not  do 
half  fo  much)  .than  ours  per  Salt- 
vationem ,  I  will  leave  you  to  judge 
which  ought  to  be  prefer’d,  and 
which  encouraged  by  you. 

In  my  Pra&ical  Dijfertation ,  at 
the  Cloie  of  fome  Remarks  upon 
another  fanciful  Pamphlet,  I  have 

given 
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given  you  the  Opinion  of  a  Sur¬ 
geon  very  converlant  in  this  Branch 
of  Practice ;  and  I  will  here  fubjoin 
that  of  a  very  great  Phylician,  I 
mean  Dr.  Fremd ,  who  i  n  the  fecond 
Part  of  his  Hiflory  of  Phyfick,  has 
thefe  Words  relating  to  our  Sub¬ 
ject. 

4  Notwithstanding  all  the  diffe- 
4  rent  Methods,  which  the  moll 
4  skilful  Phylicians  have  attempted 
4  for  above  two  hundred  Years,  and 
4  all  the  bold  Affurances  the  Pre- 
4  tenders  to  Nofirums  and  Specifics 
4  have  given  out ;  I  may  flill  ven- 
4  ture  to  fay,  that  the  moft  effectual 
4  Cure,  in  the  Judgment  of  thole 
4  that  underftand  it  belt,  is,  when 
4  the  Evil  is  very  malignant  and 
4  inveterate,  by  Salivation  j  and 

not 
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*  not  only  To,  but  that  Experience 
4  has  fhewn  us,  that  a  Salivation 
4  rais’d  by  Un&ion,  anfwers  more 
4  certainly  in.  fuch  terrible  Cafes, 
‘  than  one  produced  by  the  inter- 
‘  nal  Medicine  :  And  farther,  that 
4  the  great  Effect  which  Mercury 
4  has  in  curing  this  Difeafe,  lies 
4  chiefly,  if  not  folely,  in  promo- 
4  ting  of  the  Flux :  For  tho’  great 
4  things  have  been  faid  of  JJnB'ion^ 
4  and  other  Mercurial  Applica- 
4  tions,  efpecially  of  late  from 
4  Montpellier ,  even  when  they  have 
4  produced  no  Salivation,  at  all,  at 
4  leaf!:  a  very  imperfect  one,  there 
c  is  reafon  to  fufpect  fuch  a  Cure 
4  Would  be  only  palliative :  How- 
4  ever  we  are  fure  the  very  fame 
4  Method  has  been  often  try’d  a- 

D  .  mong 
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*  mong  ourfelves,  but  feldom  or 

*  never  found,  upon  the  belt  Obfer- 
4  vation,  to  fucceed  :  So  that  up- 

*  on  the  whole,  whatever  Boafts 
4  have  been  in  thefe  later  Times, 
4  of  finding  out  a  more  infallible 
4  Art  of  Curing,  I  am  perfuaded  it 
4  would  be  the  moft  fecure  as  well 
4  as  the  moft  honeft  Way,  to  tread 

*  in  the  Steps  of  our  Anceftors,  who 
4  among  many  good  Remarks  they 
4  have  left  us  concerning  this  Dif- 
4  temper,  have  fet  this  down  as  one, 
4  that  the  freer  and  larger  the  Sali- 
4  vation  is,  the  more  effectual  and 
4  lafting  is  the  Cure. 

It  may  be  here  objected, '  that 
the  Sudortfick  Deco&ions  of  Guaja- 
cum  were  likewife  pradtifed  by  the 
AntientSy  Witnefs  Sir  Ulrick  Hutten 
z  the 
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the  Almayn ,  with  fome  other  con¬ 
temporary  Writers ;  but  befides 
that  this  Method,  however  it  may 
fuit  with  the  lax  and  leucophleg- 
matick ,  will  by  no  means  agree 
with  the  hot,  bilious,  dry  and  thin 
Tempers  or  Conftitutions,  who  are 
farther  inflam’d  thereby,  neither 
yet,  altho’  the  fame  might  perfpire, 
and  diflodge  the  Venom  of  a  Fron¬ 
tier  Infection,  was  it,  unlefs  rarely,- 
feen  to  eradicate  the  profoundeft 
Degrees,  or  thole  complicate  with 
Nodes  and  Cario/tty  of  the  Bones : 
in  which  Recourfe  was  had  to  the 
Ghnckfilver  UnBions,  or  the  Cinna - 
barine  Fumigations ,  as  you  may  lee 
in  the  Hiftory  I  have  juft  now  quo¬ 
ted,  as  well  as  in  the  laft  Edition 
of  my  Practical  Differtation . 

D  z 
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This  being  what  occur  d  to  me 
on  the  Perufal  of  the  Profeffor’s 

'  "  9 

New  Comments ,  I  frankly  fubmit  . 
them  to  your  Cenfure,  and  re¬ 
main,  ; 

*  i,T  • 

# 

Gentlemen, 

four  humble  Servant, 


From  my  Houfe  in 
D  evonjhir  e-Square  ? 
without 
Sept,  q  l  C  1728. 

A  1  "  h 


D.  Turner. 
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Gentlemen, 

IN  a  former  Treatife  of  the  Conor - 
rhcea^  fo  call’d,  or  the  firjl  Infection, 
I  gave  you  to  underhand,  how  by 
#  ill  Management  "a  fecond  fome  time  after 
enfued,.  of  a  more  dangerous  Confequence, 
I  mean  a  Pox  :  Whofe  Cure  alfo  I  have 
there  laid  down  in  the  beft  way  I  could. 
But  confidering  fince,  that  there  is  ano¬ 
ther  very  unhappy  Attendant  frequently 
on  the  firft  of  thefe,  a  Gleet  ( a  Dif- 
eafe,  I  dare  fay,  better  known  than  curd) 
I  thought  I  might  do  you  fome  farther 
Service,  if  with  the  like  Freedom  and 
Plainnefs  which  I  have  ufed  hitherto,  I 
laid  down  fome  Directions  about  remedy¬ 
ing  fo  troublefome  and  fometimes  obfti- 
nate  a  Malady.  Of  the  two  indeed  I 
would  rather  choofe  to  undertake  the 
milder,  if  not  the  middle-ftaged  Lues, 
than  many  Diforders  of  this  kind  :  I 
cannot  fay,  I  have  been  often  foil’d  with 
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the  firft,  where  I  had  a  conformable  Pa¬ 
tient  ;  but  am  not  afham ’d  to  own  I 
have  been  frequently  difappainted  with 
fome  of  thefe  $  whofe  Defcription,  or 
Way  of  Cure,  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  from 
the  ‘early  Writers  on  the  Difeafe,  or  be- 
fore  the  Gonorrhceay  of  which  this  is  but 
a  Confequence,  appeared  among  us.  The  # 
firji  Notice  taken  thereof  being  according 
to  a  late  Hiftorian,  Dr.  Freind ,  either 
from  Pomponatius  or  Peironius ,  whofe  Re¬ 
marks  notwithftanding  are, .  as  he  fays* 
trifling  and  of  no  regard, 

•  Before  we  fpeak  to  the  Cure,  it  may 
be  convenient  to  fay  a  Word  or  two  of 
the  Parts  immediately  concern’d,  or  which 
furnifh  the  Humour  thus  involuntarily 
difcharged  :  And  here  furely  we  need 
look  no  farther  than  thofe  affedted  in  the 
foregoing  Clap,  either  the  Glandule  Pro - 
Jlatrey  the  Mucofa  Cowperi ,  or  others  ftill 
nearer  to  the  Glansy  and  fcatter  d  round 
about  in  the  Urethra  f  for  as  to  the  La- 
c wire ,  which  a  certain  Gentleman  will 
have  here  analogous  to  thofe  in  the  Va~ 
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glna  Uteri ,  and  furniflfing  the  fame  Li¬ 
quor  as  the  Fluor  albus ,  thefe’  I  think  chi¬ 
merical,  and  have  replied  thereto  in  ano¬ 
ther  Place. 

Some  of  the  former  then,  and  very 
likely  the  MucoJiey  giving  rife  to  the  vi¬ 
rulent  Stillicidium ,  may  be  the  fame  which, 
when  that  Virulency  is  taken  off,  and  the 
purulent  turn'd  to  this  fimple  mucous 
Matter,  are  the  Sources  whence  "this 
Leak  doth  fpring;  and  he  who  knows 
how  to  flop  it  without  any  enfuing  Mif- 
chief,  is  doubtlefs  a  Benefactor  to  that 
Part  of  Mankind,  who  are  therewith  in¬ 
commoded. 

That  fuch  Gleet  is  a  fimple  Mucus* 
fupply  cl  from  one  or  other  of  the  afore- 
faid  Glandules^  will  appear  highly  reafpn- 
able  to  any  one  who  compares  the  fame 
with  what  he  obferves  to  fflue  like  a 
Chryftalline  Drop  from  the  Meatus ,  fome- 
times  upon  Erection  of  the  Virga ,  before 
a  feminal  Emifiion,  for  whofe  more  fa- 
cile  and  fpeedy  Paffage  we  have  former¬ 
ly  obferv’d  the  &me  by  Nature  intended, 

and 
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and  thefe  Parts  conilrucled  to  fecrete  fueh 
Mucus . 

This  being  the,  State  of  the  Cafe,  as 
in  likelihood  it  will  be  found,  it  remains 
in  the  next  place  for  us  to  enquire,  how 
this  Liquor  comes  to  run  off  at  thefe 
times,  or  to  drill  thro*  the  Paflage  when 
it  is  not  wanted,  as  at  thofe  abovemen* 
fioffd  ;  which  is  furely  owing  either  to 
a  Relaxation  of  the  Caruncles  {landing 
before  the  Mouths  of  the  fecretory  Vef- 
fels  of  the  faid  Glandules ,  or  to  an  Ero« 
lion  thereof ;  from  whence  we  may  be 
farther  guided  in  making  our  Prognoflick 
likewife  as  to  the  Cure.  Such  of  them  as 
proceed  merely  from  the  firft,  viz.  the 
Relaxation,  being  hopeful  5  whilfl  thofe 
occafion  d  by  the  laft,  an  intfre  Lofs  of 
the  Shutter,  or  the  reflitutive  Power  of 
their  Spring*  abolifh’d,  I  fear  are  fear ce  re¬ 
trievable,  '  unlefs  by  the  Deflrudtion  of 
the  Gland  itfelf. 

We  are  next  to  enquire,  how  thefe 
Misfortunes  happen,  and  here  we  may 
readily  enough  conceive,  that  as  a  too 

long 
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long  continued  Courfe  of  Purging,  efpeci- 
ally  by  the  acrid  and  over-ftimulating 
Cathartics ,  frequently  given  at  thefe  times, 
with  a  Vjew  thereby  of  carrying  off  the 
Virulency  of  the  Running,  and  of  deter¬ 
ging  the  Ulcer,  muft  enfeeble  the  Spring, 
debilitate  their  Tone,  and  leave  them  un¬ 
der  a  general  State  of  Relaxation,  by 
which  the  firft  is  brought  about  ;  fo  the 
laft  may  arife  from  the  Ulcer  itfelf,  when 
highly  virulent,  or  when  thp  corrolive 
and  {harp  Ichor  flowing  thence  is  able  to 
demolifh  the  OJiiola ,  and  to  leave  open 
the  little  Mouths  of  the  Veflels  ever  after. 

And  indeed  fomething  like  the  firft  we 
fee  frequently  among  thofe  inadvertent 
Youth,  who  to  procure  to  themfelves  a 
momentary  Pleafure,  or,  for  the  fake  of 
the  Jixth  Senfe ,  have  by  the  repeated 
Adtion  fo  enfeebled  their  Seminals ,  that 
upon  every  flight  Eredtion,  nay  without 
at  fometimes,  the  Semen  comes  away  infen- 
fibly  ;  for  the  Duffs  lying  open  at  their 
Termination  about  the  Caput  Gallinaginis, 
and  the  Valves  of  the  Vefculce  grown  flac¬ 
cid. 
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cid,  not  only  the  Mucus  from  the  Pro- 
fates,  but  the  Seed  itfelf  from  the  Cells 
adjoining,  Aide  down,  efpecially  at  their 
draining  on  the  Stole. 

Having  thus,  as  fhort  as  might  be, 
given  you  the  State  and  Condition  of  the 
Parts  thus  affeCted  at  fuch  times,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Indications  as  to  the  Cure,  will 
thence  refult. 

That  whatever  can  reftore  the  Force 
or  Energy  of  the  fame  Parts,  and  enable 
them  to  regain  their  Tenfity  or  Elafticity, 
or  their  wonted  Power  of  Reftimtioii, 
whether  external  or  internal  Remedies, 
will  be  moft  available  to  the  prefent  Com¬ 
plaint. 

Among  the  firft,  I  reckon  all  Injections 
endow'd  with  a  defecating  Power,  but 
without  Acrimony .  or  biting  Property  :  - 
.  Here  likewife  I  recommend  the-  Fons  fri 
gida  or  the  cold  Immerfion  therein,  as 
excellently  well  calculated  to  brace  up 
the  relaxed  Fiber,  retrieve  the  weaken'd 
Tone,  and  by  the  hidden  Contraction  it 
gives  to  the’  whole  Animal  Syflem ,  the 

moft 
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moft  likely  of  any  thing  to  reftore  a  due 
Tention  to  every  Angle  Fiber  of  the  muj- 
cular  Compages. 

As  to  the  laft,  the  internal ,  all  Medi- 
cines  which  are  compounded  of  baljamie , 
agglutinating  or  emplajlic  Particles,  con- 
duce  moft,  by  ftrengthening  the  Blood 
in  general,  and  invigorating  the  Nerves; 
among  which  particularly  the  natural 
Balfams  and  Turpentines  ,  of  all  which 
tho'  we  muft  be  fhy,  at  leaft  of  giving 
them  by  themfelves,  whilft  #ny  Virulem 
cy  appears,  or  an  ill  condition’d  Flux  - 
yet  in  this  Ample,  pellucid  or  mucous 
Leak,  from  thefe  Glandules,  the  chief 
Strefs  is  to  lie  thereon. 

Here  likewise  I  muft  not  forget  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  with  the  Advantages  I  have 
gain’d  by  the  Ufe  of  Mineral  Waters y  fuch, 
I  mean,  as  are  well  impregnated  with  vi¬ 
triolic  Particles,  as  the  Spaw  and  Pyr - 
mont  y  which,  tho’  quickening  the  uri¬ 
nary  Secretion  when  drank  apace  and  in 
large  quantity,  leave  a  Stypticity  behind 
them  in  all  Parts  they  pafs  through,  gi¬ 
ving 
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ving  as  it  were  new  Life,  a  genial  Warmth 
and  Sprmginefs  to  the  vapid  and  impove- 
rilh’d  Blood,  and  corifequehtly  Vigor  to 
the  genital  Parts. 

And  now,  tho?  I  believe  the  Humours 
wide  as  to  their  Nature  and  Origine,  yet 
one  Part  of  the  Regimen. ,  i.  e.  agglutina¬ 
tive  or  binding,  is  the  fame,  for  this  mu¬ 
cous  Gleet ,  as  for  the  Fluor  albus ,  and  he 
Who  knows  fafely  how  to  dry  up  the  lat¬ 
ter,  will  be  molt  likely  to  fueceed  in  the 
former. 

I  laid  fafely*  becaufe  the*  good  aggluti¬ 
nating  does  all  in  the  one,  yet  good  Glean - 
fing  mull  go  before  in  the  other:  For 
notwithftanding  fome  late  empirical  Pre¬ 
tences  to  the  Cure  of  both,  in  the  way  of 
InjeBim ,  I  could  tell  you  of  fome  Fe¬ 
males  who  have  paid  too  dear  for  the 
Experiment,  and  of  many  others.  Where 
they  ptoved  wholly  ineffectual,  and  I 
dare  fay  happy  for  the  Patient,  that  they 
did  fo,  unlefs  other  Methods  had  been 
taken  before  they  were  tifed. 
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Quitting  thefe  general  Hints,  I- .  will 
now  lay  before  you  a  few  Hiftories  of  Ca¬ 
fes,  where  I  have  met  with  the  greateft 
Difficulty  of  this  kind,  and  which  are 
certainly  the  bed:  Monitors  to  young  Pra¬ 
ctitioners,  when  truly  recorded,  by  which 
they  may  fee  fome  where  I  have  fucceed- 
ed,  and  others  where  all  my  Endeavours 
have  prov’d  fruitlels. 

A  Merchant  of  this  City,  middle-aged, 
and  otherwife  of  good  Habit  of  Body, 
after  an  ill  cur’d  Clap,  was  for  a  long 
time  infefted  with  this  mucous  Gleet,  for 
which  meeting  with  no  Help,  he  not- 
withftanding  ventur'd  upon  Marriage,  and 
had  feveral  Children  by  his  Lady,  ftrong 
and  healthy.  One  Day  making  Complaint 
to  his  Apothecary,  I  was,  on  his  Recom¬ 
mendation,  defir’d  to  meet  them  the  next 
at  a  Tavern,  where  I  had  a  Recital 
of  the  Cafe,  with  a  Sight  of  his  Linen, 
which  I  found  wet  in  fuch  manner  and 
about  the  fame  Compafs,  as  might  have 
been  fo  made  with  a  quarter  part  of  the 
White  of  an  Egg. 

I  could 
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I  could  not  give  the  AfFurance  he 
.wanted  of  being  freed  entirely  from  fo 
ftubborn  and  long  continued  a  Gleet  y  but 
promis'd  my  belt  Endeavours*  and  wrote 
for  him  immediately  the  following  For¬ 
mula ,  to  be  obferv’d  for  fome  Weeks. 

Conjl  Rad.  deSymphito  %j.  Balf  Capiv . 

Gum.  Arabic.  Tragac .  ana  %ij*  Ter . 
Japon .  pp*  3j.  Syr.  Balf.  Tolut .  y./.’  ut 
reducatur  in  Field*  conjijlentice  mol - 
Boris  cujus  capiat  AT.  Caftan .  mane 

ac  vefperiy  fuperbibendo  ifrfi. 
dan*  in  cujus  fngulis  hauflibus  inflil- 
lentur  hifce  temporibus  Tinbt*  Anti - 
phthijicce  gut .  XX  reliquum  Ampulla 
.  hauriendo  inter diu,  &  pranfus  tempore 
cum  tertia  parte  Vini  rub*  florent* 

The  following  Injection  was  thrown  up 
warm  two  or  three  times  a  Day*  as  his 
Affairs  allow’d. 

Troche  alb .  Rhafpp .  Lap .  Calaminar . 

*  fMUfpp.  ana  5j.  Cer,  Japan,  pulp. 
-  '  .  3fi. 
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Aq.  Rof  M.  pro  injeSt torn 
tempore  ujus  vitrum  agitando , 

At  a  Fortnight’s  End  I  underflood 
by  the  Apothecary,  the  Dripping  was 
much  leffend,  and  that  they  began  to  en¬ 
tertain  hopes  of  his  being  quickly  dry ; 
but  having  heretofore  been  cloy’d,  as  they 
call  it,  with  much  Medicine,  his  Sto¬ 
mach  began  to  naufeate  the  Eledluary^ 
which  was  therefore  changed  for  the  Form 
following, 

ge  Balf  Polychrejl.  &  Balf  Peru .  ana 
‘Zij:  M.  fumat  gut.  X.  vel  Xij.  mane  ac 
vefperi  in  Coehleari  Syr.  feq.  alterum 
eorundem  fuper deglut  iendo « 

52  Syr.  Balf.  Tolut.  deSymph.  &  deAltb « 
ana  \ ij .  Aq.  Cinam .  ten.  %j. 

Perfiflat  in  ufu  Injedlionis  prius  pra~ 

Ten  Days  after  this,  he  fhew’d  me  his 
Cloth  which  for  that  end  he  had  worn 

E  fome 
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fome  Days,  on  which  I  could  fee  little 
more  than  what  was  owing  to  the  Liquor 
call  up  y  which  encouraged  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  thus  a  Fortnight  longer,  when  he 
believ’d  hiinfelf  well  ;  but  leaving  off  the 
Injedtion,  tho*  he  us’d  the  Balfam,  he  ob- 
ferv’d  a  trickling  of  the  fame  Humour  in 
the  Paffage,  and  fome  Spots  of  the  old 
tranfparent  Gleet:  So  that  now  difconti- 
nuing  his  Internals ,  he  took  to  the  Inje¬ 
ction  only,  but  delired  I  would  make  it 
yet  more  reftringent,  when  I  prefcribed 
this* 

]$t  I*er.  Japon.  craffh  modo  pulv .  §6.  in- 
funde  B*  M.  in  vim  rubri  vafe 
per  intervalla  agitato  &  pojl  plenam 
.  * TinSlura  extract ionem  decantetur  vi~ 
num  elarum  cui  adde  Mellis  /Egypt.  & 
Mel  Rofan  ana  \ ij .  &  M.  pro  Inje~ 
Bione * 


Soon  after,  as  a  farther  Help,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  mean  Opinion  of  the  internal 
Regimen ,  or  rather  a  Difguft  to  Medicine^ 

2*  I  pre- 
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I  prevail’d  for  his  taking  the  following 
Potion  every  Night. 

Balf  Capiv .  five  cum  q.f.  Viteh 

Ov.  &  gradatim  ajfundendo  Aq .  Cm- 
ten.  gjfi.  Balf.  folut*  ffi. 

Af.  f  potto. 

When  he  had  taken  about  half  a  fcore 
of  thefe,  as  I  thought,  with  great  Ad¬ 
vantage,  there  being  now  manifeft  no 
other  Tinge  upon  the  Clout  he  wore  to 
fave  his  Linen  from  being  ftain’d  there¬ 
with,  than  what  was  owing  to  the  TdinSt. 
*ZV.  Jap.  Placing  his  Confidence  on 
this  laft,  he  continued  that  ftill  longer* 
tho’  lefs  frequently  than  before,  till  lay¬ 
ing  this  alfo  afide,  to  obferve  what  Ap¬ 
pearance  there  might  be,  he  found  him- 
felf  clean  and  dry. 

Yet  as  he  had  all  this  while  abftained 
a  Coitu ,  fo  foon  as  ever  he  convers’d 
with  his  Wife,  a  fmall  Matter  was  found 
next  Day  upon  his  Shirt ;  and  he  fent  for 
iome  more  of  his  Injection,  ufing  the 

E  2  fame 
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fame  for  ten  Days  or  a  Fortnight  more, 
when  the  Humour  again  difappear  ci,  re¬ 
turning  not  after. 

Long  time  before  this,  even  at  his  firft 
confuiting  me,  1  had  order'd  that  he 
fhould  go  into  the  Cold  Bath  every  Morn¬ 
ing  for  a  Month,  keeping  to  the  Steel  Wa¬ 
ters  for  his  Drink ;  and  whether  thereby* 
the  Balfamics  or  Injedion,  feparate  or 
united,  he  got  his  Cure,  and  has  fince 
continued  dry,  unlei s  a  more  than  ufual 
Appearance  a  few  Minutes  poft  coitum . 

A  young  Gentleman  clap  cl  about  a 
Year  before,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  under  a  purging  Courfe  to  get  rid  of 
it,  was  at  length  advis’d  by  his  Surgeon 
to  take  my  Opinion  of  his  Cafe,  being 
then,  he  told  me,  on  his  Preferment  in 
the  Way  of  Marriage. 

1  found  him  ftill  with  an  ill  comple¬ 
xion' d  Weeping,  for  which  however  lay¬ 
ing  aiide  the  Thoughts  of  farther  Purging, 
either  with  Calomel ,  which  he  had  taken 
too  much  of,  or  any  furly  Cathartic ,  I  or¬ 
der’d  a  Pot  of  the  Eleduary  ex  CaJJiacum 

Manna 


f  I 


A  D'tfcourfe  of  Gleets, 

Manna  and  the  Balf  Capiv.  made  up  cum 
Saccb.  cant,  pul .  into  a  proper  Confidence, 
of  which  he  took  a  Morfel  twice  a  day, 
and  drank  after  each  a  fmall  Draught  of 
Aq.  Hord .  made  palatable  cum  Syr ,  Balf. 
Toluf. 

This  gave  him  two  and  three  Stools 
in  a  Day,  and  in  one  Week's  time  redu¬ 
ced  the  Weeping  to  a  more  white  and  te¬ 
nacious  Appearance,  prefently  after  grow¬ 
ing  dill  more  diaphanous,  it  fhew’d  itfelf 
of  the  Nature  of  a  Ample  Gleets  and  in 
fpight  of  all  Endeavours  inwardly  and 
outwardly,  the  Parts  were  fo  weaken'd 
by  the  former  Purgation,  that  we  could 
not  yet  dop  the  Leak  fo  intirely,  or  fhut 
up  the  Orifices  of  the  fecretory  DuEiuss , 
but  that  his  Linen  was  dill  fpotted  and 
diffen'd  by  the  fame. 

His  appointed  Marriage-day  wasjud  at 
hand,  yet  I  could  by  no  means  think  him 
a  fit  Subjed  as  yet  for  the  Undertaking  ; 
For  tho'  there  feem'd  little  other  than 
Mucus ,  I  found  if  he  difcontinued  his  bal¬ 
samic  Remedy,  tho'  but  for  a  few  Days, 

E  3  as 
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as  he  had  of  late,  the  Colour  was  apt  to 
change  for  the  worfe. 

He  told  me,  if  he  thought  he  fhould 
not  hurt  his  Wife,  he  would  venture 
the  Confequence  to  himfelf  $  but  this  I 
neither  would  nor  could  infure,  having 
fo  often  feen  the  Mifchief  accruing  to 
many  a  poor  innocent  Girl  from  fuch  like 
Weepings ,  which  the  Enterpriiers  have  na¬ 
med  Jimple  Gleets  from  Weaknefs  only,  and 
which  finding  they  cannot  cure,  they  tell 
them  will  go  away  of  themfelves  in  time, 
and  that  they  may  marry  fafely  :  Buz  I 
can  affure  you,  Jtis  very  often  ill  fcrufting 
to  Time  at  fuch  times  as  thefe  ;  nor  is 
the  Woman  fafe  at  all  times  with  a  Man 
under  this  Predicament. 

Our  Patient  therefore  pretending  Indif- 
pofition  by  an  Accident  of  a  Fall  from  his 
Horfe,  protrafed  Confummation  by  De¬ 
lay  of  the  Marriage  fome  time  longer, 
and  in  the  interim  ftridly  purfued  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Regimen * 
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££  Conf  Rof.  Conf.  Rad .  de  Symph.  %  § }. 
Gum .  Arabic.  Pragac.  pp.  a  3j.  Pereb. 
Ven.  ad  duritiem  coB.  ac  pulv .  .  Syr. 

Symph .  q.f.M.  f  EleB.  de  quo  Ju~ 
?nat  quant .  2V.  Af.  dr  h.  f.  fuper- 

bibendo  Cochl.  iff a  vel  ivl  mixturce  fe~ 
quentis. 

J$t  DecoBi  Hordei  1515.  aq.  Cinnam .  ten . 
§//.  5)t.  de  Symph .  $j-f  mixtura  ad 
ujum  fupra  prcefcriptum . 

I  Ihould  have  obferv’d  to  you,  that 
whilft  the  Gleet  feem’d  to  partake  fome- 
what  of  his  former  Stillicidium ,  I  diredl- 
ed  this  Injedtion,  much  extoll’d  by  Sahnon 
in  his  Tranflation  of  Bdto,  under  the  Ti¬ 
tle  of  the  later’s  BenediBa ,  viz. 

Xy.  CWak  §X  Mrc.  d.  §/*  M  £? 
ufus  tempore  agitetur  Phi  aid. 

In  place  hereof,  at  fuch  times  I  have 
fubftituted  this,  - 

E  4  ^  4^ 
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§£  Aq.  Galas  ft/.  Merc,  prcecip.  alb.  %j. 
infunde  tepide  in  arena ,  vafiem  fubinde 
agitando ,  fed  tempore  ufius  decantetur 
a  Mercurio  fubfidenU * 

But  after  it  fliew'd  itfelf  more  trans¬ 
parent,  I  threw  up  this,  which  when  the 
Parts  are  fo  tender  as  not  to  bear  the 
Acerbity  of  the  Salt,  I  ufually  foften  with 
a  little  Mel  Rof  for  tho*  I  have  known 
Mifchief  to  arife,  I  cannot  fay  I  have 
feen  any  Good  from  a  painful  Injection. 

* Trocb .  alb .  Rhaf.  pp  of,  Sacch .  Satur. 
3#.  gXy.  M.  &  fit  pro  In - 

jell  tone  Ope  Syphonis  utenda  fiapius 
in  die0 

*  ••  1  /  .  \ 

By  the  Ufe  whereof  the  Gleet  was  dry'd 
away,  and  had  for  Several  Days  intirely 
difappeapd :  When  fee  the  Power  of  a  li¬ 
bidinous  Difpofition,  the  Madnefs  of  Man¬ 
kind  unguarded  j  being  out  late  at  the 
pther  end  of  the  Town,  full  of  Money 
4  and 
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and  as  full  of  Wine,  and  paffing  by  the 
Synagogue  of  Satan ,  on  a  Mafqnerade 
Night,  a  She-devil  ftepping  out  of  a  Chair* 
and  feeing  our  young  ’Squire  well  drefs’d, 
prefs’d  him  to  take  a  Dominique  for  a  lit¬ 
tle  Diverlion  :  Hence  quickly  after  they 
were  fedan’d  to  the  Bagnio ,  the  Bown 
Manjion-houfe  of  Lucifer,  where  they  bed¬ 
ded  for  an  Hour,  then  dreffing  himfelf* 
he  parted  from  the  defroying  Angel  and 
return’d  home. 

In  few  Days  from  this  Rencounter, 
there  appear’d  new  Symptoms,  Dyfury 
and  purulent  Running ,  the  indubitable 
Marks  of  a  new  Infection,  which  (a(ha- 
med  of  his  Folly)  he  would  have  fmo- 
ther’d,  laying  the  Blame  upon  our  Me¬ 
thod  as  deceitful,  and  not  to  be  depended 
on  longer  than  whilft  taking  of  Medicines ; 
till  perceiving  this  Difguife  would  not 
avail,  and  finding  me  unwilling  to  have 
any  thing  farther  to  do  with  him,  he  rea¬ 
dily  own’d  his  Indifcretipn,  and  I  began 
to  purge  again  with  my  Eleftuary  ex  Le - 
nitivo  Balf  Capiv \  pulv .  Jalap.  Sale 
Brunch  as  infer  ted  in  my  Siphylis. 

The 
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The  Running,  tho*  virulent  enough  to 
fhew  a  recent  Infedlion,  was  unattended 
with  Chord  or  Chancrous  Ulceration. 

This  gave  him  commonly  four  or  five 
Stools  in  a  Day,  being  continued  Night 
and  Morning  for  a  Fortnight  5  when  the 
Flux  abated,  and  the  Heat  was  taken  off: 
I  then  left  out  the  Jalaps  and  put  Rhu¬ 
barb  in  its  place,  medling  with  no  other 
Injedtion  all  this  while,  than  the  Aq*  Hord 1 
cum  Melle  Rofi 

At  the  Month's  end  from  this  laft  Mif- 
chance,  the  new  Xnfedtion  was  carried  ofl^ 
leaving  only  a  Gleet  like  the  former  :  Yet 
being  fearful  of  a  Relapfe,  I  kept  him  to 
the  fame  Eledtuary  a  few  Days  longer, 
till  obferving  nothing  but  a  thin  clear 
Mucus ,  I  gave  him  now  my  Pafte  ex  Conf 
Fr .  Cynosb .  Half.  Capiv .  &  Sacch .  cant 
as  fet  down  in  my  Difertation ,  and  found 
him  well  pleas'd,  in  that  I  had  done  more 
for  the  Dilpatch  of  this  ’  Clap ,  in  one 
Month's  time,  than  had  been  formerly 
in  almoft  twelve :  When  for  the  more 
powerfully  drying  away  the  Gleet s  and 

agglu- 
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agglutinating  the  weak  Parts,  I  gave  him 
a  little  Phial  of  the  Balf  Peru .  to  take  a 
dozen  Drops  in  a  Spoonful  of  the  Balfa - 
mic  Syrup ,  twice  a  Day,  and  drifting  the 
Injection  prefcrib’d  the  following. 

I £  CW.  Granat .  contuj.  Sij.Flor.  Balaufl » 
5 y.  jFb/.  rub .  Mj .  infundentur  call- 

de  in  aq .  Fabr.  &  vin .  £  %V.  Co~ 

laturce  per  linteum  traje&a^  adde  Syr . 
deRof.fccis  \j.  fiatque  pro  InjeSlione . 

During  this,  it  happen’d  luckily  enough 
for  him,  his  Miftrefs  had  a  near  Relation 
died,  fo  that  it  was  thought  neceflary  the 
Marriage  fhould  be  defer’d  yet  a  little 
longer,  by  which  we  gain’d  the  fairer  op¬ 
portunity  of  doing  all  we  could,  that  he 
might  be  fet  to  rights,  as  well  by  our  in¬ 
ternal  Regimen ,  as  the  external:  In  the 
former,  the  Pyrmont  Water  s>  with  a  Tin¬ 
cture  ex  Per.  Japcn.  had  fome  fhare;  as 
in  the  latter,  the  Cold  Bath :  And  having 
now  got  him  once  more  clean,  for  mine 

as  well  as  his  Satisfaction,  in  fo  impor¬ 
tant 
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tant  an  Affair,  I  propos’d  a  Confultation, 
and  Mr.  James  Fern  was  the  Gentleman 
appointed  to  meet  me :  When  after  ma¬ 
ture  Deliberation,  Enquiry  and  Infpeftion, 
it  was  the  Opinion  of  both  of  us,  that  he 
might  fafely  marry,  which  he  did  foon 
after,  and  having  feen  him  feveral  times 
fince,  I  cannot  find  but  all  is  fafe,  he 
©bferving,  as  he  tells  me,  nothing  more 
than  an  unufual  quantity  of  the  Mucus 
enfuing  for  an  Hour  pr  two  after  his  Co-* 
pulation. 

A  Man  about  thirty,  not  habitually,  I 
dare  fay,  addicted  to  thefe  Extravagancies, 
under  the  Power  of  Wine  (too  often  the 
Pretence)  forfeiting  his  Reafon,  and  the 
Prevalency  of  Temptation  taking  place 
thereof,  was  enfnar’d  this  way,  and  as  it 
happen’d,  very  dearly  bought  his  momen¬ 
tary  Pleafure  $  for  the  genital  Parts  being 
overftrain  d  by  ftrong  Purgatives  long  con¬ 
tinued  to  clear  him,  as  his  Undertaker 
told  him,  of  the  Poifon,  a  ftubborn  Gleet 
enfued  in  the  place  of  his  former  Runnings 
and  he  was,  now  between  his  Difeafe  and 
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his  Remedies,  in  a  fair  way  of  being  run 
off  his  Legs,  continually  wet  on  the  Fore* 
lappit  of  his  Shirt,  and  a  continual  Pur* 
ging  upon  him  when  he  came  to  me, 
who  did  all  I  could  for  his  Relief,  as 
well  by  the  Affiftance  of  Corroboratives 
and  Balfamics  internally,  as  by  the  moft 
powerfully  drying  Liquors  I  durft  venture, 
by  the  way  of  Injection ;  notwithftanding 
all  which,  the  Leak,  but  in  lefs  quantity, 
ftill  remained. 

Before  he  came  to  me,  he  had  been 
with  feveral  others,  and  from  me,  as  he 
own’d  upon  his  Return  a  fecond  time, 
had  made  Application  to  a  famous  Ana* 
tomift,  noted  particularly  of  late  Years 
for  his  Practice  in  Deliveries  of  Preterna¬ 
tural  Conceptions ,  and  his  Comparative 
Anatomy  thereof  who  would  not  Ipeak 
to  the  Cafe,  till  fome  Angels  appear’d  by 
way  of  Sureties  for  the  Cure,  which  was 
then  made  light  of,  and  among  other  his 
Remedies,  a  medicated  Candle  was  intro¬ 
duced,  befmear’d  with  fome  Epulotic , 
more  of  the  fame  being  given  him  to 

thruft 
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thruft  up  in  the  Paflage,  as  there  was  Oc- 
cafion,  where  during  the  Lodgment,  there 
was  little  room  for  any  Difcharge  ;  the 
OJliolce  letting  out  the  fame,  being  in  a 
manner  fhut  up  thereby  :  But  upon  ex* 
tracing  the  Candle  at  the  times  of  urining, 
or  the  fame  accidentally  flipping  out,  the 
Humour  flow’d  as  before,  fo  that  af¬ 
ter  fufficient  Trial  of  this  Operator’s  Abi¬ 
lities,  finding  himfelf  no  whit  the  better 
under  the  Direction  of  a  Perfon  who  he 
thought  muft  needs  know  every  Creek  and 
Crevije  (his  own  Words)  of  his  Body,  and 
how  to  redtify  the  Diforders  of  each  much 
better  than  another  Perfon,  he  came  back, 
as  I  obferv’d  but  now,  to  me,  who  tired 
with  his  Complaints,  wrote  for  him  once 
more,  thus, 

t 

§1  Balf.  Tolut*  &  Balf.  Capiv .  cum  Ovi 
ViteL  Solut .  a  gft.  ‘Terebinth »  coci*  ac 
pulv .  5 if.  Croci  Mart .  rejir.  ‘Ter.  Ja- 
pon .  &  Sang.  Drac.  pp  a  Zj.  Syr „  de 
Sympbito  q>  f  M.f  Ele£l.  ex  quo  capiat 
morfulum  ad  magn .  N.  M.  maj .  mane 

ac 
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ac  V*  p0m,  cum  tbfi.  Aq.  Pyrmont.cu« 
jus  bibat  praterea  %ij.  quotidie . 

The  Paflage  had  been  made  fb  tender 
by  the  feveral  Injedtions  recommended 
from  one  or  another  juft  before,  that  I 
durft  venture  nothing  now  but  the  white 
troches  with  the  Pulvis  T’utia in  fair  Wa¬ 
ter  :  He  had  been  conftant  of  late  to  the 
Cold  Bath,  and  finding  little  Advantage 
from  the  former  Prefcription,  I  tried  the 
enfuing,  ufed  frequently  in  the  Hofpitals* 
as  well  for  Fluxes  of  this  as  of  another 
Nature,  when  very  obftinate  and  hard  to 
overcome. 

VI  Conf,  Rof,  rub .  | ij.  "Per,  yapon.  $y. 
Aluminis  plumof.  &  Elix .  Vitriol,  ana 
ZB.  M.f  Eletf.  de  quo  capiat  ut  dere~ 
liquis  N.  M  bis  in  die . 

Whilft  he  was  purfuing  this  Regimen 
as  well  as  that  above,  tho*  in  the  firft  not 
fo  manifeft,  the  Gleet  was  diminifh’d  ;  but 
leaving  it  a  few  Days  only,  that  he  hap¬ 
pen'd 
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pen'd  to  be  without  it,  the  fame  return* 
ed  as  before  :  So  that  growing  impatient* 
and  recruiting  his  Flefh,  having  promis'd 
Marriage  to  a  young  Woman ;  his  Friend 
and  Apothecary  propos'd  a  Meeting  with 
another  Gentleman  of  the  Profeffion,  and 
the  next  Day  with  Mr.  Fern  the  Surgeon, 
where,  after  deliberating  upon  the  Courfe 
that  had  been  taken,  we  were  all  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  he  fhould  reft  himfelf  content 
with  his  Condition ;  for  as  there  was  no 
making  of  new  Bungs  in  this  Cafe,  and 
the  old  being  deftroy'd,  or  the  Spring  of 
the  Caruncula  fo  fpoil’d  as  not  to  be  re¬ 
pair’d,  the  Veffels,  as  they  fill’d,  would 
be  likely  to  rim  over.  He  then  told  us  of 
his  Refolution  to  marry,  and  ask’d  our 
Thoughts  whether  or  no  he  might  be 
likely  in  any  manner  to  infedt  his  Wife : 
And  of  this  we  acquainted  him  there  was 
no  Danger,  when  he  did  accordingly  en¬ 
ter  upon  that  State  of  Life,  and  has  been 
now  a  married  Man  above  two  Years; 
his  Weeping  ftili  attending,  notwithftand- 
ing  many  fruidefs  Attempts  of  Quacks  and 

others* 
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others,  (no  better)  pretending  to  Nojlrums 
or  Secrets,  fince  he  left  us. 

The  like  Succefs,  I  muft  tell  you,  I  had 
much  about  the  fame  time  with  a  mad 
young  Fellow,  as  much  a  Difciple  of 
Bacchus  as  of  Venus ,  of  a  robuft  Habit, 
infomuch  that  he  thought  nothing  could 
injure  him :  After  he  had  been  five  times 
Clapt  in  lefs  than  two  Years,  once  fali- 
vated,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  very  briskly  purged,  inftead  of  his 
wonted  yellow  Running  he  was  not  long 
without,  found  himfelf  at  lafl:  conftantly 
moiften’d  with  a  clear  Weeping,  injiar 
Alb.  Ovorum . 

When  he  had  taken  the  Advice  of  fe- 
veral  eminent  Practitioners  without  recei- 

i 

ving  Benefit,  and  try’d  mine  to  as  little 
purpofe,  he  light  in  Cpmpany  with  a 
young  Woman,  with  whom  prefently  he 
link’d  himfelf  in  Marriage ;  and  in  his 
Cups  on  the  Wedding  Night  before  Bed¬ 
ding,  told  her  of  his  Misfortune :  Upon 
which,  fufpecting  he  was  ftill  infected, 
file  would  not  fuffer  him  to  touch  her, 

F  but 
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but  flew  out  in  a  different  Paffion  ;  with 
which,  confcious  of  his  Folly,  he  took 
up  as  well  as  he  could  for  fome  time. 

In  this  State  of  a  conjunctive  Separa¬ 
tion  (for  tho’  the  fame  Houfe  held  them, 
they  had  different  Chambers)  they  liv'd 
fome  Months,  he  ftiil  attempting  to  get 
his  Cure,  till  the  unhappy  Woman  was 
inform'd  a  Baftard  Child  was  laid  to  him 
by  her  Maid ;  which  fome  6f  her  Friends, 
as  well  as  himfelf,  told  her  fhe  might 
have  prevented,  by  taking  the  Maid's 
Place  fhe  had  more  Right  to :  Upon  this, 
when  {he  underftood  that,  amongft  others* 
he  had  formerly  confuited  me,  (he  came 
firft  by  herfelf  to  have  my  Thought  of 
her  Husband's  Condition,  and  whether 
fhe  might  be  fafein  admitting  him  to  her 
Bed.  I  told  her,,  if  he  was  at  that  time 
(for  I  had  not  feen  him  fome  Months 
part)  in  no  worfe  Plight  than  when  he 
left  me,  fhe  might.  For  farther  Satisfa¬ 
ction  in  this  Affair,  fhe  brought  him  with 
her  the  next  Day,  I  perceiv’d  him  only 
in  the  fame  wet  Pickle  he  us’d  to  be, 

4  void 
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void  of  all  Contagion,  and  otherways  fur- 
prifingly  vigorous,  and  well  complexion^ 
as  ever. 

When  I  had  thus  confented,  fhe  went 
back  with  him,  feeming  better  fatisfy’d 
with  her  Bargain  and  from  her  own 
Pregnancy  foon  after,  it  was  evident  they 
had  not  been  fo  great  Strangers  to  each 
other  as  before. 

I  remember,  when  I  firft  prefcribed  for 
this  Man,  the  Balfam  Capivi  being  the 
chief  of  the  Compohtion  y  at  the  tailing 
of  his  firft  *Dofe,  he  came  back  with  his 
Apothecary  to  let  me  know,  that  if  I 
could  order  nothing  but  Cuppivee  (fo  he 
term’d  it)  that  would  be  to  little  purpofe, 
for  he  had  taken  fome  Pounds  thereof, 
Underftanding  it  was  noted  for  thefe  Ufes, 
having  bought  many  Ounces  at  a  time  of 
the  Druggift,  being  accuftom’d  to  take  a 
little  Spoonful  with  Sugar  three  or  four 
times  in  a  Day,  when,  tho’  it  heat  his 
Tongue  and  Throat,  where  he  was  never 
without  the  Tafte  thereof,  yet  could  he 
fvvaliow  the  fame  down,  by  lapping  it 
out,  as  others  would  do  a  Sweetmeat. 

F  2  I  then 
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I  then  directed  the  Alum  Pills  cum 
Sang .  Drac.  as  you  will  meet  with  them 
In  the  Pharm .  Paup.  which  his  Apothe¬ 
cary  looking  over,  whifper'd  me  that  the 
fame  Prefcript  had  feveral  times  been 
made  up  for  him,  by  the  Direction  of  a 
Perfon  how  at  the  Helm  of  Phylick  ; 
which  had  avail'd  as  little,  only  tying 
him  up  fa  that  he  had  no  Stool  in  ten 
Days  time.  Blotting  out  this,  I  advis'd  fome 
Pojine  ones  in  their  ftead,  which  did  more, 
while  he  was  taking  them,  than  all  the 
reft  :  Yet  upon  leaving  off,  his  Weaknefi 
in  thefe  Parts  return'd  afreih,  and  now 
perceiving  little  Hopes,  I  told  him  I  was 
afraid  he  muft  reft  fatisfied  with  his  wet 
Clout,  which  he  wore  before  his  Shirt, 
this  Diforder  in  all  probability  arifing 
from  the  Erofion  of  thofe  connivent 
Valves  that  fhould  ftand  before,  and  dole 
the  Orifices  of  the  now  perpetually  weep¬ 
ing  Veflels. 

But  after  the  two  foregoing  unfuccefs- 
ful  Xnftances,  X  will  fubjoin  two  others, 
where  the  Event  was  more  fortunate  as 
well  as  fpeedy. 
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A  Countryman,  young  and  of  an  Ath¬ 
letic  Habit,  came  up  to  Town  in  Com¬ 
pany  with  his  Surgeon,  under  whofe  Care 
he  had  been  for  three  quarters  of  a  Year, 
on  the  account  ®f  a  virulent  Clap ,  whofe 
Colour  rather  than  Quantity  had  led  the 
latter  doubtlefs  firft  of  all  into  the  Mif- 
take,  that  nothing  could  be  done  without 
Purgation  by  Calomel  and  the  rougher 
Cathartics  :  Thefe  continued  on  fetDays 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  which 
not  fucceeding,  the  Help  of  Vomits  ex 
*Turpetho  Miner ali  was  called  in,  being  al- 
fo  divers  times  repeated. 

By  the  firft  of  thefe,  the;  long  continu’d 
Courfe  of  Purging,  the  mucous  Glands 
were  fo  overftrain’d  and  relaxed,  that  the 
Gonorrhoea  was  now  changed  into  a  thin 
Leaking  of  the  Veffels,  which  yet  carried 
a  Tinge  fomewhat  different  from  the 
common  Gleets  at  which  I  was  not  at  all 
difmay'd,  altho’  a  Gentleman  of  Repute 
in  Practice,  whom  they  had  confulted  juft' 
before  they  came  to  me,  was  of  Opinion 
it  could  not  be  ftop’d  with  Safety,  or 

F  3  without 
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without  more  Purging  ;  and  finding  no 
Attempt  had  been  made  by  Balj'amics>  I 
entertain’d  the  greater  Hopes  of  his  Cure: 
Yet  not  to  make  Poft-hafte  for  gaining 
the  Point,  I  began  with  my  Electuary 
ex  CaJJia  cum  Manna  Balf.  Capiv .  &  pulv , 
Jalap .  purging  thus  eafily  with  three  or 
four  Stools  a  Day  :  The  Week  following 
he  came  and  fhew’d  me  his  Linen,  with 
much  lefs  Stain  and  inconfiderable  the 
Quantity  to  what  it  was  before  ;  fo  that 
I  now  made  no  Scruple  to  leave  out  the 
Jalap  as  well  as  the  Lenient ,  fubftituting 
the  Co?if.  Fr .  Cynosb .  &  'Balf.  Capiv.  a 
pulv.  Rhei  $j.  &  q.f  Sacch.  Cant.  Alb.  pulv. 
tit  formetur  Ele&uarium  magis  durior ,  vel 
fcut  Pafa  ;  of  which  he  fwal low’d  the 
Quantity  of  a  large  Nutmeg  two  or  three 
times  in  a  Day,  with  three  or  four  Spoon¬ 
fuls  of  this  Mixture, 

Gum.  Arabic i  in  ifcfi.  Aq.  Cinnamom . 
ten ,  Joint.  %$.  Syr,  Balf  Feint*  &  de 
Symphito  a  fj,  M. 
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In  a  Fortnight  after  this,  he  made  me 
his  third  and  laft  Vifit,  with  a  very  hand- 
fome  Acknpwledgment,  pleas’d  with  the 
fudden  and  unexpe&ed  Relief  I  had  given 
him,  by  clofmg  a  Breach  in  as  few  Days 
almoft  as  it  had  been  Months  kept  open. 
I  advis’d  him  now  to  continue  this  laft 
Medicine  once  a  Day  for  a  Week  or  ten 
Days  longer,  and  then  each  other  Day  for 
the  like  Space  of  Times  when  I  afliired 
him  if  he  remain’d  clean  and  dry,  he 
might  fafely  bed  again  with  his  Wife, 
whom  he  had  not  in  that  Way  convers’d 
with,  during  the  whole  time  of -his  111- 
nefs  5  and  whom,  as  I  have  lince  heard 
from  his  Friend,  he  has  known,  without 
any  apparent  Injury  either  to  her  or  him- 
felf.  This  Cure  I  muft  own  myfelf  the 
better  pleas’d  with,  there  being  no  Inje¬ 
ction  at  all  ufed  through  his  Courfe. 

A  Gentleman,  now  advanced  in  Years, 
who  faid  that  in  his  younger  Days  he 
had  been  often  catch’d  by  the  firjl  Infe - 
flion,  and  once  falivated  for  the  fecond ,  at 
a  time  when  one  might  have  thought  his 

F  ^  Sins 
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Sins  ( and  furely  thefe  are  fuch )  of  this 
kind  Ihould  have  left  him,  was  now  again 
difeafed,  and  tho’  cur'd  of  his  Gonorrhoea, 
yet  had  a  long  continued  Running  of  pu¬ 
rulent  Matter  now  changed  for  a  Gleet . 

He  had  palled  feveral  Hands  without 
Amendment,  and  being  inform’d  he  was 
to  rely  wholly  upon  Injections,  had  ufed 
many  fuch :  The  laft  of  which  had  fo 
gall’d  the  Parts  by  their  Acrimony,  that 
inftead  of  lellening,  the  Difeafe  was  far¬ 
ther  augmented  thereby,  from  the  painful 
Irritation ;  fo  that  under  great  Apprehen- 
fion  of  farther  Mifchief,  he  now  apply’d 
himfelf  to  me,  complaining  of  a  vaft  Dis¬ 
turbance  in  the  palling  of  his  Urine,  with 
great  Pain  in  the  Pallage,  and  perpetual 
Needing  thereunto  :  On  which  occafion, 
in  order  to  moderate  thefe  fevere  Sym¬ 
ptoms,  and  to  take  off  the  Difturbance  of 
the  P arts,  having  nothing  elfe  at  hand,  I 
directed  a  little  warm  Milk  to  be  fre¬ 
quently  thrown  in  with  a  Syringe,  till  the 
following  Injection  was  provided. 

Mucilag, 
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5*  Mucilag.  tenuioris  Sem.  Cydon.  in  Aq . 

Hord.  Extr.  fty.  Syr .  de  Althcea 
M.  &  prius  tepefaBa  injiciantur  Cochi • 
duo  vel  tria  fcepius  i?i  die , 

».  ♦ 

At  the  fame  time  I  gave  him  the  Quam 
tity  of  a  large  Nutmeg  three  times  a  Day 
of  this  Eledtuary,  with  a  warm  Draught 
of  the  Emulfion  after, 

-  •;  T  .  4,  r.  r,  f,  ^  ,  *  r. , 

Conf.  Flor .  Malvce  %j.  Spec .  Diatrag, 
fn  SaL  PruneL  Zj.  Syr .  Althcea 
q.f.  M.  f.  EleB. 

♦ 

*  -  -  “  *•  ?■  .  •  '1  "r  •  /  *■  f  * 

.  •  4*  ■'  %/  *  •  3  ^  '• 

Sot.  Papav.  alb .  5 IS.  Amygd.  d.  decor f. 

N°.  X \  contujis  affunde  Aq .  Hordei 
(m  qua  Gummi  Arabici  folutafue- 
rit)  IbjfS.  <£?  addendo  Colatura  Aq ; 
Cinnam .  ten .  %ff,  Sacch .  y.  jC  il^/l 
Emulfio . 

By  the  Life  of  thefe  not  only  the  S/i- 
nndus  was  taken  off,  but,  beyond  Expe¬ 
dition,  the  Gleet  CQnfiderably  dimiruflfd  j 

infbmuch 
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infomueh  that  I  was  queftioning  if  I  had 
not  found  a  Secret  for  this  Infirmity* 
which  I  can  allure  you,  if  fo,  had  not  long 
remain'd  fuch  with  me  ;  at  leaft  I  conclu¬ 
ded,  that  this  Weeping  might  be  heigh¬ 
ten'd  by  fome  pungent  corrofive  Liquor  of 
the  Vitriolic^  aluminous  or  fublimate  kind^ 
or  that  there  was  more  than  a  mere  de~ 
mulcing  Quality  in  this  mucilaginous  one, 
not  only  Iheathing  the  Paflage  from  the 
fliarp  Humour,  and  the  Salts  of  the  Urine, 
but  healing  likewiffe,  and  flopping  the 
Dudts  or  gaping  Orifices  with  this  artifi¬ 
cial  Gluten :  However,  I  was  quickly  fet 
right  by  fome  farther  Experience  thereof, 
when  I  found  it  of  little  Ufe  ;  altho*  the 
firft  feem'd  apparent,  becaufe  by  the  Con¬ 
tinuance  thereof  and  one  Pot  of  an  Ele¬ 
ctuary  ex  Conf  Rad .  de  Symph.  Half  T’olut* 
ac  Gapiv.  cum  Ov*  Viteh  This  before  ob- 
ftinate  Leak  was  ftopt  and  never  broke 
out  after. 

A  Tradefman  newly  fet  up,  either 
through  unhappy  Temperament  partly, 
and  partly  fure  by  an  Hypercatharfs  or 

'• 1  v  Overt 
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Overpurgation  firft  of  all,  had  a  (imple 
Running  protradted  many  Months,  being 
never  perfectly  clean  through  the  whole 
Year,  nor  indeed  free  from  an  ill  Colour 
in  the  Stillicidium  ftill  attending. 

When  I  had  given  him  the  Balfam  with 
henients ,  ex  Cajjia  vel  Eleff.  Lenit .  I  af¬ 
ter  directed  the  fame  in  divers  Forms  to 
humour  his  Palate  mix’d  up  with  Refrin - 
gents  -y  as  in  that  of  the  Eledtuary  cum 
Conf.Rad.  de  Symph .  Ref.  Cor  all.  rub.  Gum . 
Arabic.  &  Tragac .  cum  q.f.  Syr.  Balf.Tolut. 
in  Draughts,  diflolv’d  cum  Fit  el.  Ov.  in 
Aq.  Hord.  adding  the  Syr.  de  Symphito 
to  each.  In  Pill's  likewife  ex  Croc.  Mart . 
reji.  'Ter.  Japon.  Sang.  Drac.  Tereb.  coB.  & 
q.f.  ejufdem  Balfam.  ut  in  Maf.  pit.  for - 
mentur .  Finally  in  Drops,  cum  Syr.  Tolut . 
Not  omitting  fundry  Injections  all  this 
while,  particularly  that  prepar’d  of  a 
ftrong  Tindture  of  Japan  Earthy  at  leaft 
fo  call’d,  in  red  Wine,  of  which  I  have  a 
better  Opinion  than  of  the  aluminous  or 
vitriolic  Solutions,  or  the  Compound  hup. 
Medicament „  thence  prepar’d,  which  are 

often 
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often  found  too  fharp  and  rough  for  the 
tender  Paffage,  as  we  find  at  fome  times 
the  Saturnine ,  fuch  as  the  Saly  call’d  Sac- 
charu?ny  and  much  more  thofe  from 

Sublimat . 

When  I  had,  I  fay,  taken  much  pains 
to  afiift  this  unhappy  young  Man,  and 
the  Bufinefs  feeming  to  be  accomplifh ’d, 
finding  himfelf  at  length  dry,  and  having 
defend  his  Nuptials  by  fome  feign’d  Pre¬ 
tences  from  one  time  to  another,  to  the 
utmoft ;  he  engaged,  and  in  about  a  Week 
after  came  to  vifit  me,  when  I  diicover’d 
his  Shirt  fomewhat  Ipotted  by  the  Return 
of  his  Gleet ,  which  I  apprehend  to  be 
nothing  more,  his  Spoufe  making*  no 
Complaint,  nor  do  I  think  from  the  beft 
Judgment  that  I  can  form  of  his  Condi¬ 
tion,  there  is  likelihood  of  her  fo  doing, 
notwithftanding  he  is  not  yet  fo  tight  and 
ftrong  in  thefe  Parts  as  he  defires,,  and  in¬ 
deed  as  I  could  wifli  for. 

I  might  give  you  many  more  Examples 
of  the  like  Cafes,  from  an  Account  I  have 
by  me,  under  Names  affumed,  that  no 

Perfons 
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Perfons  Character  might  be  injur'd, 
fhould  my  Papers,  before  they  were  de- 
ftroy’d,  have  by  my  Deceafe  fallen  into 
other  Hands :  But  the  Regimen  for  the 
Cure  fo  little  differing  in  the  main  from 
thofe  already  laid  down,  I  thought  it 
would  needlefsly  enhance  the  Price  of  the 
Treatife,  without  any  real  Benefit  to  the 
Pradtitioner;  and  therefore  I  have  rather 
chofe  to  enter  here  fome  of  the  prime 
Remedies  I  find  recommended  on  the 
fame  Occafion  by  others,  particularly 
thofe  from  Dr.  Quincy,  as  you  will  fee 
them  ftand  in  his  Officinal  Difpenfatory , 
with  my  own  Obfervations  thereupon. 

And  firft,  in  the  Number  of  Emulfions , 
I  find  the  following  inferted  under  the 
Title  of  1  ' 

Emulfio  Vulneraria,  p.  570. 

$ 

Balfam.  Gileadenf.  5f  folve  cum  Ou 
Vitel.  dein  adde  01.  Lini  fj.  &  incor- 
porentur  per  agitationem  <vel  Piflilli 
ope  in  Mortar  jo  marmoreo  affundendo 

gradathn 
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gradatim  Aq.  Hard.  Ibifl.  Vini  Cana* 
rienf  lt>£.  &  f.  Emulfis. 

This  he  extols  not  only  as  a  good  Pe~ 
St  or  at  in  Ulcerations  of  the  Lungs,  but 
thofe  allb  of  the  urinary  Parts,  and  that 
for  a  Gonorrhoea  nothing  better  can  be 
contriv'd.  Divided  into  Dofes,  he  fays, 
it  makes  the  belt  Potio  albay  and  may  be 
fingly  trufted  to  in  mod  Gleets ,  not  at¬ 
tended  with  any  remarkable  Malignity. 

Objerv .  I  have  already  given  you  a 
Character  of  the  Natural  Balfams  -y  but 
whether  this  from  Mecha ,  how  highly  lo- 
ever  magnify ’d  by  fome,  or  the  American 
Cobaiba%  excels  this  way,  I  cannot  cer¬ 
tainly  determine ;  tho’  my  Opinion  ftands 
for  the  laft,  having  better  Experience 
thereof :  But  fince  each  will  inco  rporate 
■well  enough  by  the  Help  of  an  Egg,  I 
think  the  Oil  is  better  laid  afide  in  thefe 
Cafes,  for  that  by  its  lubrifying  Quality, 
not  fuited  to  the  prefent  Intention,  it  muff 
abate  of  the  agglutinating  one,  now  prin¬ 
cipally  requir'd  and  chiefly  wanted. 


In 
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In  Dofes  I  would  add  §6  of  the  Syr. 
de  Symph .  Del  de  Balf  Tolut.  to  each  Hau- 
Jlus ,  which  will  not  only  take  off  fome- 
what  from  the  biting  Twang  of  the  BaU 
fam ,  but  mend  alfo  the  faid  glutinous 
Property  thereof. 

We  fhall  fpeak  next  to  fon^e  Electua¬ 
ries  of  this  Clafs,  and  here  more  remark¬ 
able  than  fome  others,  we  find  two  under 
the  fame  Denomination. 

Ele£h  Vuln.  im-  p .  6oz 7 

T$t  Puh .  Balf  Tolut.  contunde  cum 
Ovi  Vi  tel.  &  adde  Balf.  Capiv.  df 
Pulp .  Conf.  Rof.  g ij .  Syr.  Balf  Toluf* 
q.fM.f.  EleBuarium . 

Ele<5t.  Vuln.  zm. 

Pulp.  Cajla  gifl.  Pereb.  Fen.  &  Cypr. 
ad  duritiem  Coil,  ac  pulv.  5  3y.  Rbei . 
pidv.  3fi.  Gaw.  6?  aS^.  Dia- 

frag,  fr .  4  3*.  *Syr.  de  Althcea  q.  f.  ut 
f  EleSl . 


Thefc 


41' 


A  Difcourfe  of  Gleets. 

Thefe  he  alfo  acquaints  his  Reader  will 
be  found  ufeful  in  the  worft  of  Gleets , 
deterging  and  healing  a  fingle  Gonorrhoea 
with  Safety,  and  without  other  Means  $ 
and  farther  that  the  whole  Bulk  of  Medi¬ 
cine  can  hardly  fupply  a  better  Remedy 
than  the  laft  in  fuch  Cafes. 

Obferv .  Our  Reader  will  fee,  that  the 
firft,  or  fomewhat  like,  has  been  ufed  in 
our  own  Practice;  and  I  can  recommend 
it  as  directed  in  one  of  the  preceding  Hi- 
ftories  ;  but  in  this  Recipe  the  Balf  Capivi 
is  in  too  fmall  a  quantity  to  do  any  fer- 
vice  >  and  two  Drams  no  more  than  fuf- 
ficient.  As  to  the  laft,  he  will  alfo  find 
I  have  entertain’d  a  very  good  Opinion  of 
the  1 Turpentines  this  way  prepar’d,  as  left- 
fening  their  Purgativey  and  encreafing 
their  agglutinative  Force,  where  that  is 
chiefly  wanted.  The  Diatrag .  is  better 
changed  for  the  Gums  Arabic  and  Pragac* 
fingly  or  by  themfelves ;  for  tho*  the 
Starch  may  help,  yet  the  Seeds  and  Li- 
corifh  can  do  nothing  but  enlarge  the 
Bulk,  and  by  that  means  leflcn  the  Energy 

of 
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of  the  reft ;  however  our  Author's  Re¬ 
mark  at  the  bottom  is  well  worth  the 
young  Pradtifer’s  Remembrance,  becaufe 
it  is  furely  Fa£t,  viz.  "That  the  common 
Practice  by  violent  Purgatives  as  well  as 
Mercurials ,  is  often  mifchievous  ;  infomuch 
as  under  pretence  of  eradicating  Maligni¬ 
ties,  they  fo  weaken  the  Parts ,  that  it  be¬ 
comes  difficult  to  ref  ore  them  to  their  proper 
Tone  again .  . 

Among  his  Syrups  we  find  one  very  An¬ 
gularly  recommended  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  which  he  calls 

Syrupus  Balfam.  Comp.  p.  40  6. 

Balf  T olut .  e  Mecha  vel  ejus  defedhi 
Capiv\  StyraCr  Benz.  Olib.  Mafich „ 
Myrr.  Ammoniac.  Tacamahac .  Gum ; 
Elemi  Terebinth,  e  Ohio  a  §/. 

Indantur  vafe  circulator io  cumVin.  Ca - 
narienf  &  Aq.  Aurant *  ana  1 %ij.  fentque 
arena  calida  per  biduum  vel  triduum ,  adeo 
ut  liquor  contentus  bidlire  quafi  videtur * 

G  Fri- 
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Frigefadlus  inf  unde  in  vas  alterum  ejufmodi , 
&  adde  Saccb .  cand.  pulv .  tb'iy.  z/z 

eodem  calore  Uquefiant  Juncturis  bene  lutatis. 
Hoc  peradtoy  infunde  in  vitrea  vafa>  ardlis 
obtur  ament  is  >  ad  ufum  poftea pr refer ibendum. 

Obferv .  In  this  Compofition  there  feems 
a  jumble  of  Ingredients,  as  if  becaufe  fome 
few  had  been  obferv’d  ufeful  to  this  Pur- 
pofe,  many  more  would  do  much  more 
fervice ;  or  for  that  one  or  two  of  the 
Natural  Balfams  were  noted,  and  fome 
few  of  the  Gums  alfo  were  found  advan¬ 
tageous,  that  confequently  all  we  can  mu¬ 
tter  up  under  each  Clafs,  were  to  produce 
a  yet  farther  efficacious  Medicine.  For 
what  reafon  the  Balf  Capiv .  ffiould  be 
here  poftpon’d  to  the  Gilead ,  I  fee  not, 
nor  indeed  why  the  Storax  Benjamin . 
Myrrh.  Gum .  Elemi.  much  lefs  the  Am- 
moniacum ,  ffiould  be  put  into  a  Compound 
Syrup  for  this  Ufe,  whofe  Virtues  are 
more  known  for  fome  others  ;  fo  that  in 
my  Judgment  if  two  or  three  only  of 
thefe  Baljams ,  fuch  as  the  Capivi  and 
Tolu,  together  with  the-  Chio  and  Cyprus 

Turpen- 
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Turpentines,  had  been  thus  prefcrihed, 
there  might  poffibly  haye  refulted  a  more 
fuitable  Medicine  for  our  Defign,  or  to 
have  made,  as  he  takes  notice,  an  excel¬ 
lent  Vehicle  by  which  to  have  convey'd 
any  of  thefe  Balfams  lingly  to  the  Sto¬ 
mach  ;  for  th.e  want  of  which  you  may 
obferve  it  is  cuftomary  with  me  to  give 
them  in  Drops,  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty,  in 
a  Spoonful  of  the  Syr.  Balf.  \ Tolut .  vel  de 
Symphito ,  fingly^or  mix'd  together. 

Than  this  Compounded  Syrup,  he  de¬ 
clares  his  Belief,  there  can  fcarce  any  more 
effectual  Remedy  be  found  for  healing  of 
a  Gonorrhoea ,  where  there  is  no  other  In¬ 
tention  requir’d,  as  there  feldom  is,  if  you 
will  take  his  Word  for  it,  how  much  foe - 
ver  fome  Impoftors  have  buflled  and  made  an 
Outcry  about  InfeBions  and  Malignities  : 
And  here  give  me  leave  farther  to  ob¬ 
ferve,  that  tho’  I  can  by  no  means  allow 
of  that  continued  ftrong  Purgation,  fo  cu~ 
ftomarily  ufed  at  thefe  times,  with  a 
Defign  of  fecuring  their  Patients  from 
the  ill  Confequence  of  the  Infection,  or 

G  z  changing 
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changing  the  jirjl  into  the  fecondy  which  I 
am  fatisfy’d  has  brought  on  many  obfti- 
nate  Gleets ,  much  harder  to  cure  than  the 
Pox  itfelf ;  yet  neither  am  I  fo  fond  of  an 
over-hafty  Agglutination ,  as  to  begin  the 
Cure  with  any  of  thefe  Balfams  unmix’d 
with  fome  gentle  Cathartic  y  nor  indeed 
to  meddle  with  any  fuch,  where  there  is 
great  Virulency  in  the  Symptoms,  or  the 
Running  attended  with  Chancrous  Ulcera¬ 
tion. 

We  come  now  to  hi $  Elixirs,  where, 
for  the  fame  Intention,  he  has  fet  down 
what  he  calls 

Elixir  Antivenereum.  p.  4  u. 

Half.  Cap iv.  gi.  Gum .  Guaj .  $ij.  Oh 
Sajjdf.  3fx  Spir.  Fin .  reft.  gv.  dige - 
rentier  cum  pauculo  Oh  Part,  per  tri - 
duum  &  decantetur  clarum  Elixir . 
Dojis  gut.  x  vel  xij.  bis  vel  ter  quoti- 
die  donee  curatur . 


This 
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This  with  the  former  is  propos'd  alfo 
as  an  effe&ual  Cure  of  Venereal  Ulcera¬ 
tions  in  the  Urethra  call’d  Claps, 

Obferv ,  How  far  this  Baljam,  thus  Eli- 
xiratedy  that  is,  thus  diffolved,  may  ex¬ 
cel  the  Ample  genuine  Balfam,  I  cannot 
fay  who  have  never  try’d  it  ;  but  the  Ad¬ 
dition  of  the  Gum  Guajac,  nor  yet  the 
Oil  of  SaJfafraSy  will  hardly,  mend  it  for 
the  Cure  of  Gleets ,  where  Agglutination  is 
the  prime,  if  not  the  only  Intention  :  And 
as  to  rendering  the  Medicine  hereby  more 
eafily  taken,  the  Balfam  itfelf,  as  we  direct, 
in  Syrupy  is  as  readily  got  down  ;  or  other- 
wife  diffolving  with  a  little  Yolk  of  Egg, 
the  fame  may  be  fwallow’d  in  like  man¬ 
ner  as  the  Potio  albay  if  not  in  the  more 
folid  Form  of  Electuary  or  Pafte,  in 
which  we  frequently  prefcribe  it. 

Befides,  the  Dofe  here  mention'd  will 
do  little,  viz,  ten  or  twelve  Drops,  fince  * 
of  the  fame  Balfam  by  itfelf  we  order 
much  more  as  to  di,  or 

This  Preparation  is  nearly  related  to 
that  of  Dr.  which  he  calls  Of. 

G  3  Ano- 


48  A  Difcourfe  of  Gleets. 

Anodvdian ,  ana  orders  fometimes  with 
’Advantage,  in  Arthritic  and  Rheumatic 
Cafes  to’  forty,  fifty  or  fixty  Drops, 
and  higher,  by  itfelf,  or  mixt  with  B U  or 
5f?.  of  the  Gum .  Guajac.  incorporated  firft 
cum  q.fFitel  Ov.  and  then  made  into  a 
Haujlus  with  Aq.  Hord.  or  other  Liquor, 
however  naufeous  enough  to  the  Palate, 

And  here  alfo  the  fame  Query  may  be 
put,  whether  by  the  fimple  Diffolution 
of  this  Balfam,  or  turning  it  thereby  into 
a  more  oily  Confiflence,  its  Virtue  in  fub- 
duing  thefe  Diforders,  is  likely  to  be  bet¬ 
ter'd,  or  encreas’d  ? 

Somewhat  of  kin  to  this,  tho5  I  think 
not  fo  ferviceable  in  Gleets ,  is  the  Poly- 
chrejlum ,  made  by  diffolving  of  the 
Gum  Guajac ,  in  Ibyfi.  of  the  Sp.  Fin .  add¬ 
ing  afterwards  one  Spoonful  of  Peruvian 
Balfam  ;  which  the  fame  Author  allures 
you  will  moft  certainly  wear  off  an  old 
Gleet,  whofe  Firulency  has  been  previoufly 
remov'd ;  and  yet  in  other  Places  of  his 
Treatife,  you  will  find  he  makes  light  of 
thefe  Firulcncies  and  Malignities ,  as  if  lit¬ 
tle 
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tie  or  no  regard  were  to  be  had  thereto. 
But  farther 

Among  his  Pills  for  the  fame  Purpofe 
we  meet  with  feveral,  as  in  p.  613. 
His  Pillulce  Cretaccece ,  compos’d  of 
Chalk,  white  Saunders  and  Nutmegs, 
which  more  than  other  fimple  Abforbents , 
can  have  little  Force  in  our  Difeafe,  at 
leaft  other  than  what  the  Turpentine 
which  forms  them  can  contribute  5  being 
inferior  to  the  following. 

PiL  Aftringentes ,  prepar’d  of  Bole  Dra¬ 
gons  Blood ,  red  Coraly  Amber ,  Majlich  and 
the  refringent  Saffron  of  Mars ;  which 
with  the  Addition  of  a  few  Drops  of  the 
Oil  of  Cinnamon  and  Nutmegs ,  are  made 
up  alfo  with  Pur  pent  ine ,  boil’d  to  a  fit 
.Confiftence. 

PiL  Perebinth.  placed  between  *thefe, 
are  not  worth  our  farther  regard,  being 
of  like  kind,  only  a  finaller  number  of  the 
reftringent  Powders,  which  feem  all  in¬ 
deed  more  like  to  take  place  in  a  feminine 
Fluor  albus,  after  proper  Evacuation  than 
in  this  before  us,  wherein  now  again  him- 
'  ’  G  4  felf 
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feif  owns  they  are  not  to  be  meddled 
with  when  the  'Running  is  virulent,  or 
till  neceflary  Cathartics  have  been  admi- 
nifter’d  ;  which  neverthelefs,  we  all  agree, 
are  not  requir’d  in  limple  Gleets,  that  are 
ever  increafed  thereby,  and  which  for  the 
moft  part  have  been  the  Occafion  of 
them. 

Under  thefe,  with  the  like  View,  ftand 
his  / 

PH.  ’Japonic#,  Thefe,  tho’  of  a  more 
Ample  or  lefs  compounded  Nature,  may, 
when  continued  for  fome  time,  do  equal, 
if  not  more  Service  than  the  reft  ;  for  as 
we  took  notice  in  that  of  the  Compound 
Bal/amk  Syrup ,  fo  in  the  former  of  thefe 
we  have  a  great  number  of  Reftringents 
heaped  together,  as  if  their  Power  were 
ptoportionably  to  be  augmented,  by  fuch 
multiplicity  of  Forces  united. 

PH.  Aluminofce,  as  alfo  his  Electuary  of 
that  kind,  I  have  recited  already  among 
my  foregoing  Hiftories* 

■  .  i 

He 
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He  has  another  Pill,  which  he  exprefs- 
ly  names 

PiL  ad  Gonorrhoeam .  Thus  fet  down  . 
from  his  own  Refcript. 

Sacch .  Saturni  Camphor ce  a  %jj.  Ca¬ 
lomel.  pp  §  tf.  f  Maf  cum  Terebinth . 
ut  exinde  formentur  Pi/.  N°.  120, 

•  *  m. 

But  obferve  here,  that  this  which  he 
calls  an  efficacious  Medicine,  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  one  of  the  mod  injudicious  of  any 
we  meet  with,  and  ought  to  be  expun¬ 
ged  the  Book,  Calomel  having  nothing  to 
do  in  ftmple  Claps ,  and  Camphire  lefs  if 
poffible.  Not  to  mention,  that  the  for¬ 
mer  thus  given  with  the  Sacch.  Saturn. 
which  has  as  little  to  do  here  as  the  others, 
mu  ft  render  it  (as  he  allows  himfelf) 
moft  uncertain  in  its  Operation  ;  nor  can 
it  fcarce  have  other  effedt  than  caufing 
{linking  Chaps,  and  bringing  on  a  Spit* 
ting.  So  that  he  did  well  to  remark  un¬ 
der  this  Prefcription,  that  it  will  require 
a  great  deal  of  Skill  to  manage,  I  may 
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add  furely,  and  all  that  will  not  prevent 
Mifchief  at  fome  times  from  the  fame. 

His  Fondnefs  of  Camphire  we  have  for¬ 
merly  remark’d,  which,  according  to  him, 
exceeds  even  Mercury  itfelf  in  Venereal 
Dijiempers ;  and  is  molt  excellent  in  fome 
others,  particularly  the  Gout:  So  that  by 
thus  blending  them,  we  are  to  fuppofe 
their  Vis  unita  will  render  them  ftill  for - 
tior.  But  why  the  Sacch .  Satur .  is  add¬ 
ed,  I  lee  not,  unlefs  to  fpoil  the  Opera¬ 
tion  of  both  ;  nor  truly  can  I  .perfuade 
myfelf,  but  that  by  thus  taking  Calomel 
without  a  Cathartic ,  the  Patient  mull  be 
put  unawares  into  a  Salivation.  Now 
for  the  : 

PiL  tfolutancC)  which  are  compounded 
ex  Balf  \ Tolut .  Gum  Guaj .  Flor.  Benz .  Balf, 
Peru .  OL  Jump,  cum .  q.f  ViteL  Ov. 

And  what  thefe  may  perform  as  a  Pe- 
Boraly  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  deter¬ 
mine,  where  they  are  alfo  recommend¬ 
ed  >  but  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  I  fhould  ex¬ 
pert  no  great  matters  from  them. 

The 
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The  laft  I  fhall  tranfcribe  hither,  are 
his  , 

PH  RefinofcC ,  form’d  ex  Zjj  Rcfince  Cam . 

Sacch.  Satur .  6?  q.f.  Half.  Peru,  pro 
Confrjlentia  pilulari. 

With  the  firft  of  the  Ingredients,  given 
lingly  Z$.  to  Zi.  in  a  Spoonful  or  two  of . 
the1  Syr .  ^  Symph .  twice  a  Day  for  a 
Week,  I  do  affure  you  that  i  have  ftopt 
one  of  theft  Leaks ,  which  I  could  no 
otherways  overcome ;  and  in  the  Projlu - 
wWz  Menfium\  as  well  as  the  Floodings 
both  before  and  after  Delivery,  I  have 
known  the  fame  to  fucceed,  when  many 
other  Reftringents  ufed  before,  even  the 
Cortex ,  one  of  the  bell,  had  proved  fruit - 

¥■ 

Thefe,  Gentlemen,  are  the  prime  in¬ 
ternal  Remedies  our  Author  has  colleded 
for  this  End  or  Purpofe,  from  the  Practi¬ 
tioners  of  beft  Note  ;  which  having  re¬ 
mark'd,  I  will  prefent  you  with  two  or 
three  of  the  Externa! ,  or  fuch  as  are  ap¬ 
ply ’d  in  the  way  of  Inje£lim>  to  anfwer 
the  fame.  The  firft  under  the  Title  of 

InjeCtio 
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\  * 

Injedlio ad-Gonorrhceam,  p.6^y. 

s 

Froch.  alb .  Rhaf.  3 iij •  C amphora  Bh 
folve  in  Aq.  F.  %xtj.  pro  InjeSlione . 

Obferv.  This  I  have  already  fpoken  to, 
and  advis’d*  as  the  moft  fafe  and  often 
ferviceable  at*  fuch  times,  when  the  Hu¬ 
mour  is  ready  to  fret  and  excoriate  the 
tender  Paffage,  but  without  Camphire , 
there  being  enough  of  that  in  the  Com- 
pofition,  which  would  do  as  well  for  our 
purpofe*  if  that  alfo  was  left  out. 

Inje&io  altera  ad  eandem,  Ibid. 

cCereb.  Ven.  Xij.  folve  cum  q.  f  Viteh 
Ov.  &  incorporentur  cum  Oh  him  3 u 
fojlea  infundendo  Aq .  Hord.  lb/.  Jit 
pro  InjeSHone * 

This,  to  ufe  his  own  Words,  is  much 
the  fame  with  the  old  Potio  alba  ;  bqt 
whether  thus  ufed*  it  will  do  the  fervice 

he 
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he  infinuates,  I  muft  leave  to  thofe  who 
think  fit  to  try  it,  to  report  the  Succefs, 
having  very  little  Faith  therein  mylelf, 
upon  a  View  of  the  Compofition  ;  nor 
can  I  fee  why  the  Oil,  which  I  fuppofe 
is  put  in  for  the  better  Mixture,  fhould 
be  added,  fince  it  will  incorporate  well 
enough  without. 

The  laft  under  this  Head,  to  detain 
you  no  longer,  which  I  fhall  communi¬ 
cate  to  you,  is  that  bearing  the  Name  of 

/V  '  '•  ' 

Tindtura  Veneris. 

' 

•  /  .  c 

§£  Virid.  JE.ris  Spir.  Sal.  Ammon .  & 
Spir.  Vin .  a  gfi.  infunde  donee  ceerule- 
um  Colorem  acquijiverint  &  jiltretur 
*vel  decantetur  Tdinffiura. 

‘r 

This  too  is  fet  out  as  a  moft  admirable 
Injection  ( but  he  mnjl  furely  mean ,  firjl 
well  diluted ,  or  elfe  woe  to  the  poor  Patient ) 
for  this  Complaint ;  and  if  Care  be  ta¬ 
ken,  and  there  be  Skill  enough  to  know* 
when  the  Infection  is  only  in  the  Urethra 

(  a  nice 
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(a  nice  Point  this)  a  Perion'  may  be  foon 
and  infallibly  cur’d  with  it :  But  ’tis  ad- 
vifeable  [an  excellent  Caution)  that  Be¬ 
ginners  be  not  too  bufy  therewith. 

Obferv .  You  find  the  Dobtor  very  wa^ 
vering  in  his  Opinion,  as  well  in  refpebt 
to  thefe  Injections  externally ,  as  the  Ral~ 
Jamies  inwardly  taken  ;  for  fometimes,  as 
I  have  already  acquainted  you,  previous 
Purgation,  he  fays,  muft  go  before,  by 
way  of  deterging  off  the  Virulency ;  whilfl 
at  others,  c  this  Virulency  or  Malignity  is 
4  not  fo  much  to  be  heeded  as  fome  Peo- 
c  pie  would  have  us  think  ;  and  that  Pra- 
‘  btice  does  not  countenance  the  Method  of 
€  Injection ,  as  it  deferves,  for  want  of  a  true 
€  Knowledge,aswellas  the  Fear  of  making 
4  too  fhort  Cures  f  a  Remark,  I  think,  too 
uncharitable  to  be  taken  up  of  any  Man 
of  Art  or  Honour,  or  indeed  of  the  leafi 
Credit  or  Repute. 

Tho*  a  fpeedy  Cure  with  fafety  is  al¬ 
ways,  preferable,  yet  fome  of  thefe  very 
hafty  ones  I  have  often  feen  too  dearly 
paid-for  by  their  unhappy  Confequences ; 

•  2  and 
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and  I  may  fay  I  have  had  more  Patients 

out  of  the  hands  of  fome  late  Pretenders 

• 

to  the  Cure  this  Way,  even  from  one  of 
the  grand  Matters  thereof,  than  from  the 
like  number  of  others,  by  different  Me¬ 
thods  undertaking  the  fame :  So  that  from 
what  I  have  feen  of  the  EffeCts  of  thefe 
Remedies,  tho’  I  would  venture  the  moft 
deficcative  in  the  mere  mucous  Gleet ,  pro¬ 
vided  they  gave  no  Difturbance  to  the 
Parts,  yet  where  the  Stillicide  was  puru¬ 
lent,  I  fhould  countenance  no  other  than 
what  were  fuited  to  demulce  and  take  off 
Pain,  arifing  from  the  Salts  of  the  Urine 
paffing  through  and  giving  Difturbance, 
or  from  that  of  the  Acrimony  of  the  Hu¬ 
mour  itfelf  dripping  down,  and  farther 
galling  or  excoriating  the  Paffage,  of 
which  kind  I  think  the  white  Troches  or 
the  Mucilage  ex  fem.  Cydon.  'in  Aq.  Jiord . 
are  preferable  to  moft  others. 

As  to  the  Injections  from  Verdigreafe ,  of 
great  Efteem  I  know  with  fome  Practi¬ 
tioners,  where  the  Cafe  requires  them, 
as  in  fome  troublefome  Gleet s}  I- take  the 

Mel 
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Mel  or  Liquid,  fupernatant  on  the  lings 
/Egypt,  to  be  the  beft  and  fafeft,  caft  up 
with  a  fui table  Vehicle  into  the  Du&us. 

Thefe,  as  I  have  told  you,  are  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Remedies  which  that  laborious  Col¬ 
lector  of  Phyfical  Prefcription,  has  enter'd 
for  this  Malady,  under  the  Head  of 
Strengtbeners';  but  it  will  behove  you  to 
take  care,  that  from  the  large  Characters 
he  has  given  many  of  them,  you  are  not 
drawn  in,  before  their  Trial,  to  make  ab- 
folute  Prognojlics  of  a  Cure  ;  for,  believe 
me,  they  will  all  difappoint  you  at  fome 
times,  efpecially  mill  Habits  and  inveterate 
Cafes. 

Infallible  Remedies  are  fit  only  for  Quacks 
to  boaft  of,  who  have  no  other  Way  to 
allure  ignorant  People,  and  having  none 
to  lofe,  fear  not  the  Lofs  of  Reputation^, 
fecuring  their  Pramium  ufually  before¬ 
hand,  nor  have  I  ever  met  with  any  fuch 
as  did  not  fometimes  fail  me.  But  if  fome 
of  larger  Abilities  in  the  Profeflion  of 
this  Art,  have  pretended  to  fuch,  and  that 
even  for  Difeafes  we  find  oftentimes  in- 
✓  curable 
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curable,  ’tis  no  wonder  (as  I  have  for¬ 
merly  hinted)  that  Empiricks  fhould  va¬ 
lue  themfelves  thereon. 

After  the  Publication  of  a  Treatife  on 
the  Gout ,  by  a  very  learned  Author*  I  re-* 
member  the  Flower  of  Brimflone  being 
therein  recommended  as  a  certain  Re¬ 
medy  for  that  and  the  Rheumatifm ,  the 
People  of  all  Conditions  thus  difeafed  took 
the  hint,  and  ran  ftrait  on  the  Experi¬ 
ment,  till  many,  of  them  were  brought  al- 
moft  to  the  Grave,  by  the  continued 
Fluxes  enfuing  the  obftinate  Perfeverance 
which  had  been  recommended,  and  not 
without  fome  difficulty  this  Laxity  of  their 
Bowels  was  mended,  and  their  Tone  re- 
ftor’d,  yet  without  their  promis’d  Cure 
thereby  *,  which  being  obferv’d*  they  were 
afterwards  inform’d,  there  had  been  an 
Omiffion  in  not  diftinguifhing  the  nervous 
from  the  humour al  Difeafes  of  the  fame 
Denomination,  which  was  all  the  Repa¬ 
ration  that  could  now  be  made. 

Another  of  the  fame  Perfon  s  Inf  alii- 

H  bleSj, 
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hleSy  is  the  /Etherial  Oil  of  \ Turpentine  for 
the  Cure  of  a  Sciatica  ;  with  which  an 
Apothecary  of  this  Town  was  fo  full 
fraught,  as  to  risk  the  Sum  of  twenty 
Guineas,  if  he  cur’d  not  a  Patient  of 
mine  with  a  certain  pretended  Secret  (the 
fame  Medicine)  of  late  difeover’d,  which 
yet  he  had  never  try’d,  and  had  only  the 
Authority  of  two  noted  Phyficians,  Dr. 
P~ — ne  and  C — ne  :  Neverthelefs  allur’d 
the  poor  Man,  that  it  had  never  once 
been  known  to  fail 

This  Remedy  was  taken  in  the  middle 
Dofe  directed  between  3z.  and  gif  /.  e .  Zij. 
and  continued  for  four  Days  precifely 
circumftanced  as  enter’d  in  Print. 

On  the  fifth  Day  I  was  lent  for,  when 
the  Patient  complain  d  he  had  been  fet 
on  fire,  and  indeed  I  found  him  all  over 
of  that  Colour,  with  a  kind  of  univerfal 
Eryfipelas ,  vefieated  in  feveral  Parts  of 
his  Body,  a  high  Fevery  intenfe  I’hirfl $ 
and  the  utmojl  Inquietude :  Which  not  till 
after  many  Days  repeated  Bleedings y  Etnul- 
i  '•  "  fionS) 
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fionsy  nitrous  Medicines  and  lenient  Purga¬ 
tives  ex  CaJJia  Elect,  Lenit .  cum  Rheo , 
could  be  taken  off,  the  old  Complaint  re¬ 
maining  till  I  fent  him  to  the  Bath ,  where 
by  the  Ufe  of  the  Pump  and  the  Waters 
drank  thence,  he  got  his  Cure,  and  after 
fix  Weeks  return’d  without  his  Crutches 
in  good  Health. 

If  it  be  here  objected,  that  this  was  not 
a  genuine  Sciatic ay  or  that  he  took  too  much 
of  the  Remedy ;  for  as  to  Perfeverance,  it 
will  be  allow’d  furely  that  it  was  time  to 
have  left  off :  I  can  only  *fay,  well  know¬ 
ing  the  Patient,  his  Cafe  had  as  much  of 
a  true  nervous  Ifchias ,  as  might  anywhere 
be  met  withal  ;  nor  was  the  Dofe  more 
than  half  of  what  is  publidkly  recom¬ 
mended  :  So  that  there  is  no  Subterfuge 
unlefs  to  lay  the  Blame  upon  Idiofyncrafy 
in  the  Sufferer,  rather  than  the  Charge 
fhould  be  brought  againft  the  never-failing 
Remedy,  which  yet  notwithstanding,  from 
its  exceflive  Heat  and  moft  diffufive  Na¬ 
ture*  admit  no  more  than  Sij,  here  taken, 

Hz  is 
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is  too  much  by  a  fourth  part,  given  at 
once ;  nor  can  I  advife  any  one  to  try  fo 
hazardous  an  Experiment  on  fo  uncertain 
an  Event,  tho,  I  own  it  very  poffible  it 
may  not  with  many  others,  be  attended 
with  fuch  a  pernicious  one  as  it  was  here. 

There  is  {till  another  Infallible  to  be 
met  with  in  the  fame  Difcoutfe,  for  Ulcers 
in  the  Bladder ,  a  Remedy  furely  worthy 
of  Encouragement,  would  it  anfwer  Ex¬ 
pectation  once  in  a  fcore  times,  conhder- 
ing  the  great  Difficulty,  not  to  fay  Im- 
poffibility  at  fome  times,  to  heal  this  Ma¬ 
lady,  which  is  by  means  of  the  Mthiops 
Miner  ale,  and  which  by  the  way  our  Au¬ 
thor  will  have  to  be  alike  infallible  in 
Ophthalmie*s ,  even  firumous  ones,  when 
taken  in  fufficient  quantity,  and  profecu- 
ted  for  a  fufficient  time ;  the  former  from 
ly-  to  gfi.  nay  (  left  it  Jhould  be  under - 
dofed)  to  3vj.  a  Day,  the  latter  for  half  a 
Year,  a  fufficient  time  furely  to  make  tri¬ 
al  of  any  Remedy,  and  perhaps  longer  by 
one  half  than  many  Patients  of  the  firft 

fort 
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fort  can  furvive.  However,  there  may 
be  lefs  Hazard  in  making  this  Experiment 
than  the  former  ;  and  unlefsa  Diarrhoea 
or  Loofenefs  thereby  occafion’d  ( which  is 
very  likely  to  attend  the  Continuance  of  fo 
large '  a  Dofe  of  the  Medicine )  fhould  con¬ 
traindicate  its*  farther  Profecution,  may 
for  ought  I  ,  know  be  enterpris’d  ;  but  I 
am  fure  in  either  of  the  Diftempers  here 
mention'd,  will  often  be  found  fallible , 
who  have  of  late,  fince  the  Publication  of 
the  Do&orVTreatife,  given  large  Quan¬ 
tities  myfelf,  I  wi£h  I  could  fay  with  any 
fuch  wonderful  Succefs  in  Cafes  of  the 
fame  Nature,  as -he  warrants  to  attend  it. 

And  thefe  Hipts  I  thought  proper  to 
give,  that  I  might  caution  W Hters  from 
being  too  pofitive  as  to  their  never  failing 
Medicines ,  and  Readers ,  when  they  are  fo, 
from  being  too  credulous  in  believing 

■ 

them  ;  for  as  there  never  was  an  exa£t 
Identity  of  two  Cafes  in  every  relpedt,  fo 
neither  of  two  Habits  or  Temperaments 
of  human  Bodies  j  and  if  we ‘find  that 

■si*  • 

i  H  3  which 


$4  A  Dtfcourft  of  Gleets, 

which  hits  in  one  and  the  fame,  at  one 
time,  ihall,  through  fome  diverfity  of 
Circumftances  paft  our  finding  out,  mifs 
at  another,  when  we  believ’d  there  was 
the  fame  Samenes ,  if  you  will  allow  me 
the  Term,  every  way,  how  can  we  think 
it  poffible  to  light  upon  that  Remedy 
which  will  never  mifs  in  one  hundred  ? 
Or  what  one  is  yet  found  out  that  has  a 
better  Title  to  Infallibility  than  the  Cor¬ 
tex  has  i n*IntermittentSy  how  often  not- 
withftanding  are  we  here  difappointed, 
when  the  Symptoms  plainly  indicated  and 
call’d  for  its  Ufe  ? 

But  having  occafionally  turn’d  out  of 
my  Way,  and  even  loft  myfelf,  whilft 
thus  forewarning  you  how  you  lay  too 
great  a  Strefs  on  Remedies  from  what 
Hand  foever  recommended,  before  you 
find  them  anfwer  in  your  own  Practice, 
’tis  time,  I  think,  I  fhould  return  to  tell 
you,  that  i  have  here  laid  down  the  beft 
I  know,  or  have  been  hitherto  acquaint¬ 
ed  with,  -in  order  to  the  Cure  of  this 

Difeafe, 
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Difeafe,  and  that  if  1  had  found  out  any 
better,  they  fliould  not  have  been  con¬ 
cealed  from  you:  I  may  fay,  I  know 
there  are  many  worfe,  which,  with  liiii- 
fter  Views,  fome  People  among  us,  cry 
up  for  mighty  Secrets  ;  but  of  thefe 
enough  already  has  been  faid,  and  more 
will  not  fecure  unwary  People  from-  be¬ 
ing  deluded  by  them,  '  # 

NB .  I  forgot  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
Brijlol  Hot- well  Water,  drank  upon 
the  fpot,  has  done  great  Service  in 
old  Gleets, 
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By  way  of  Answer  to 
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A  Discourse  lately  printed  and 
entitled.  The  Strength  of  Imagination  in 
pregnant  Women  examin’d  &c. 

In  n  Letter  to  the  Author. 

By  T>AN1EL  TURNER; 

of  the  College  of  Phyficians  in  London. 
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SIR, 

HEN  the  univerfal  Belief 


and  Perfuafion ,  which 
for  fo  long  time  paft  has 


prevail’d,  not  only  among  the  vul¬ 


gar,  but  with  Philo fophers  and  Phy- 
ficians ,  in  regard  to  the  Power  of 


the  Mother  s  Fancy  over  the  Infant 
in  her  Womb,  as  to  the  maiming 


or  marking  of  the  fame,  in  divers 


Parts  of  its  Body  :  •  When  this,  I 


fay,  fo  anciently  receiv’d  an  Opi¬ 
nion,  comes  to  be  call’d  in  quefti- 


on,  and  fo  openly  declar’d  a  Mis¬ 
take  ,  ’tis  no  wonder  any  one  » 
fhould  refledl  how  it  happens  he 
has  been  fo  long  deluded,  and  to 

enquire 
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enquire  into  this  new  Difeovery  of- 
the  lame. 

But  to  be  plain  with  you,  ha¬ 
ving  examin’d  what  you  have  ad¬ 
vanced  upon  the  Subject,  I  can  fee 
nothing  that  carries  the  Force  of 
an  Argument  to  convince,  or  that 
can  incline  any  advertent  Reader, 
of  competent  Under  Handing,  to 
recede  from  his  former  Belief  or 
Perfualion,  that  Imagination  is  the 
true  Caufe  of  moll,  if  not  all  the 
real  FaCts  of  this  nature,  which 
have  appear’d  in  the  World,  and 
have  been  thereunto  aferibed. 

’Tis  very  true,  as  you  fay,  that 
fome  People  are  impatient  of  Con¬ 
tradiction,  and  are  too  often  pre¬ 
judiced  in  favour  of  thofe  Opinions 
they  have  efpoufed  ( vide  Preface ) 

but 


(  7i  )  . 

but  then  you  muft  allow  thefe  Pre¬ 
judices  may  be  as  great  on  one  fide 
as  on  the  other ;  and  that  it  is  to 
as  little  purpofe  to  difpute  with  thole 
who  gainfay  Facts,  or  grofsly  per¬ 
vert  them,  as  with  fuch  who  deny 
Principles  ;  nor  has  the  Matter 
finely  now  in  debate  any  manner 
of  Relation  to  the  Old  Wives  Fa- 
bles ,  with  which  you  are  compa¬ 
ring  them,  fuch  as  Augury  from 
Screech-owls ,  •  Black  Dogs>  or 
Death-watches  :  Neither  yet  will 
it  break  in  upon  the  eftablilh’d  Or¬ 
der  of  the  Univerfe,  that  Caufes  ex¬ 
traordinary  produce  extraordinary 
F>ffeBs ;  or  that  the  implanted  Ten- 
dernefs  of  the  Mother  towards  the 
Fruit  of  her  Womb,  that 
as  the  Greeks  name  it,  Ihould  be  al¬ 
ways 
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ways  able  to  obviate  the  fame,  ma¬ 
ny  of  which  you  call  (however  im¬ 
prudently)  the  Refult  of  the  Behold¬ 
er’s  Imagination,  but  which  with 
more  Reafon  may  be  imputed  to 
the  Mother’s. 

We  can  readily  grant,  that  found 
Arguments  fhould  have  their  Weight 
at  all  times  in  perfuading,  and  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  yours  are  fuch,  we  will 
prelently  examine ;  it  being  very 
certain,  that  there  is  neither  Logict 
nor  the  appearance  of  Argumenty 
in  the  faying  that  it  is  fo  becaufe 
it  is  fo :  Yet  admitting  what  we 
fay  to  be  faBy  ■  it  may  fo  happen, 
as  to  be  the  beft  that  can  be  given 
of  fuch’  Phanomenay  whofe  Modus 
is  hidden  from  us. 


Thus 
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Thus  for  inftance,  if  I  fee  an 
unlucky  Fellow  throw  a  Frog  into 
the  Bofom  of  a  pregnant  Woman, 
who  fcreams  out  upon  the  fight  of 
it,  and  falls  into  a  Fit,  from  which 
after  fome  time  fhe  is  recover’d,  yet 
has  th  e  Fits  return  between  whiles : 
Some  time  after  I  fee  the  Infant 
born  of  this  Woman  with  a  flefhy 
Portraiture  of  a  Frog,  growing  out 
of  its  Bread:  5  a  Likenefs  not  form’d 
by  my  Imagination,  but  fo  juft  a 
Refemblance,  that  no  one  whoever 
looked  on  the  fame,  and  had  not 
heard  of  the  Occafion,  but  muft 
call  it  by  that  Name. 

Again,  if  I  fee  a  Lady  big  with 
Child,  going  to  alight  from  her 
Chariot  at  the  Church  Porch, 
whilft  a  bold  Beggar  lays  his  Stump 

Arm 


(  7  4  ) 

Arm  upon  the  Door  of  the  Cha- 
ripf,  to  move  Compaflion  in  the 
way  of  Charity  ;  at  the  Sight  of 
which  thus  coming  unawares  upon 
her,  fhe  was  exceedingly  furpris’d* 
and  the  Idea  long  time  haunted  her  s 
If  after  this  I  fee  the  Iffue  alfo  of 
this  Lady  without  Metacarp  and 
Fingers  on  one  of  the  Arms. 

Thefe  two  I  mention  in  the  way 
of  Surprife  or  Affright.  But  far¬ 
ther  in  that  of  Difappointment,  if 
I  hear  a  Gentlewoman  of  good  Re¬ 
pute  tell  me  that  fome  Months 
paft,  and  before  fhe  was  brought 
to  Bed,  fitting  in  her  Parlour,  a 
Footman  carried  up  a  Slite  of 
Plum-cake  to  a  Lodger  in  the 
Houfe,  after  which  fhe  had  a  more 
than  ufual  Defire,  but  through 

Shame, 
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Shame,  fhe  faid,  lhe  at  that  time 
conceal’d  it  till  her  Husband  came 
in,  and  having  difcover’d  the  Mat¬ 
ter  to  him,  he  went  immediately 
in  quell;  thereof, when  the  Cake  was 
eaten,  and  fhe  would  not  fuffer 
him  to  enquire  farther,  or  to  en¬ 
deavour  the  procuring  more  of  the 
lame,  notwithstanding  fhe  could, 
not.  keep  it  for  long  time  after  out 
of  her  mind,  the  Confequence  was 
this ;  her  Child  (whom  I  have  feen 
alfo)  came  into  the  World  with  the 
exaffc  Refemblance  of  a  Slice  of 
Cake ,  the  Currants  interfperfed, 
and  regularly  depicted,  the  Com- 
pals  of  a  Palm,  upon  its  Shoul¬ 
der. 

I  have  reckon’d  up  thefe,  of  my 
own  certain  Knowledge,  out  of' 

I  many 
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many  others  lefs  remarkable  I  could 
enumerate :  If  you  ask  me  now, I  fay, 
the  Caufe  of  thefe  feveral  Phenome¬ 
na ,  you  muft  not  take  it  ill,  if,  in 
Matters  thus  tranfafted  out  of  light, 
and  by  infcrutable  Agents  (at  leaft 
by  me,  I  muft  own,  inveftigable) 
I  fhould  confefs  I  know  not  how 
the  lame  is  brought  about,  or  that 
it  is  fo,  becaufe  our  Maker  has  pla¬ 
ced  liich  a  Relation  between  cer- 

t 

tain  Caufes  and  their  Effects,  that 
the  latter  fhall  refult  from  the  for- 

4J 

mer,  under  certain  Modifications, 

*  * 

or  when  difpofed  to  their  Produ¬ 
ction  ;  which  poftxbly  you  may  re¬ 
ply  is  no  better  than  faying,  It  is 
fo  becaufe  it  is  fo,  and  I  cannot 
help  it,  who  am  neverthelefs  con¬ 
vinced  that,  the  Surprife  or  Fright, 


in 
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in  the  two  firft  Cafes,  were  the 
leading  Caufes  to  what  enfued  ; 
as  the  Defire  or  Longing  was  to 
the  laft  :  But  how  either  this  Fear, 
or  the  Defire ,  thus  impreffing  the 
Mother  $  Imagination ,  fhould  caufe 
the  Plaftic  Faculty  (pardon  the 
Expreffion)  in  this  manner  to  mu¬ 
tilate  the  Hand  of  the  one  Foetus , 
or  draw  out  thefe  Refemblances  in 
the  other  two  :  How  the  Affright, 
I  fay,  fhould  portray,  not  only  fo, 
but  raife  a  carnous  Body,  fo  exact¬ 
ly  like  the-  Creature  occafioning 
the  fame,  or  Defire  thus  delineate 
the  thing  long’d  for,  I  know,  I 
frankly  protefi  to  you,  little  more 
than  the  quod  funt :  Nor  do  I  think 
my  Credulity  by  one  half  fo  great, 
in  believing  the  Caufes  here  af- 

I  z  fign’d. 


(  78  ) 

fign’d,  to  be  the  real  ones  of  the 
feveral  Appearances,  altho’  fo  much 
a  Stranger  to  the  quibus  modis  pro- 
duBre ,  as  it  would  be,  fhould  I  go 
about  to  perfuade  myfelf  or  others, 
that  the  curtail’d  Hand,  or  the  Si¬ 
militudes  before  obferv’d,  were 
many  thoufand  Years  ago  thus  mu¬ 
tilated  in  Eve's  Ovarium,  or  the 
Animalcules  (which  you  name  Pe- 
diculi )  thus  diforder’d  at  the  fame 
time  by  fome  Accident  in  the  Te- 
fies  of  our  Grandlire  Adam ;  nei¬ 
ther,  believe  me,  can  I  think  thefe 
Likenefies  the  Refult  of  Contufiom 
m  the  Birth,  Extravafations  from 
the  Blood-veffels ,  or  fome  irregular 
Portions  of  them  ;  nor  yet,  finally, 
by  any  of  your  found  Arguments, 
as  you  call  them,  can  I  be  brought 

4  to 
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to  think,  that  the  Midwife  pull’d 

off  Lady  B - ’s  Child’s  Hand,  or 

that  my  Lady  did  it  with  a  view, 
that  if  her  Child  fhould  live  to  be 
reduced,  it  might  make  the  more 
fuccefsful  Mendicant.  Credant  hac 
qm  volant)  credant  qm pojjunt,  non 
ego.  ■ 

Apd  now  if  you  are  minded  to 
be  ftill  witty,  you  may  ask  me, 
it  you  fhould  grant  Imagination 
were  able  to  do  fome  of  tbefe 
Feats,  as  to  make  Frogs ,  Plum- 
cakes. ,  and  the  like,  ‘  yet  how  could 
4  it  convey  a  Mallet  and  Chiflel,  a 
s  Knife  or  Forceps,  into  the  Womb, 

4  to  take  off  the  Hand  ?  Or,  iince 

% 

*'  all  Parts  are  complete  in  the  Ovum, 

%  and  that  their  coming  into  View, 
k  is  only  by  the  way  of  Explication, 


I . 


3 


< 


or 
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*  or  Unfolding  what  before  was  out 
4  of  light,  what  therefore  mull  be 
4  done  with  the  Hand  and  Fingers, 

4  thus  taken  away  by  Imagination  ? 

0 

4  Who  ftop’d  the  Haemorrhage,  and 
4  heal’d  the  Stump,  after  the  Dijfio- 
4  luUon  oj  the  Continuity  ? 

Thefe,  I  fay,  or  the  like  Que¬ 
ries,  you  may  put  if  you  pleafe, 
which  perhaps  are  beft  anfwer’d  by 
Contempt,  elpecially  fo  many  In- 
ftances  of  maimed  and  mutilated 
Births,  fame  without  Arms,  others 
without  Feet,  fame  with  Fingers 
and  Toes  deficient,  others  fiupernu- 
merary ,  which  tho’  not  unriddling 
the  My  fiery,  frequently  fall  out  to 
confirm  the  Facts. 

But  that  you  may  lee  I  have 
not  wrong’d  your  Senfe,  in  my 
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Survey  of  your  Treatife,  I  will  re¬ 
fer  to  the  feveral  Pages  of  your 
Book,  fuch  I  mean  as  require  the 
chiefeft  Notice,  or  on  which  I 
fhall  comment,  beginning  firft  with 
your  Propojitions.  Thus 

Prop.  I.  That  no  two  Atofns  are 

alike. 

Whether  there  be  two  or  two 
million  of  fimilar  Atoms ,  which 
there  may  be  for  ought  you  know, 
is  nothing  to  our  Purpofe. 

Prop.  II.  That  Chance  cannot 
make  an  Organic  Body. 

Nor  an  Inorganic  neither,  which 
if  it  can  or  cannot,  is  as  little. 

Prop.  III.  There  is  no  Dijfolu- 
tion  of  the  Continuum  without  Force 
or  Violence. 


■  1  -4 

♦ 


I  might 
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I  might  ask,  what  Force  or  Vio¬ 
lence  is  required  in  diffolving  Salt 
or  Sugar  in  warm  Water  ?  Some 
Bodies,  in  certain  Menftruums ,  will 
not  diffolve  without  Noife  or  Dis¬ 
turbance. 

If,  *as  I  fuppofe,  you  mean  a  So¬ 
lution  of  the  Continuum,  what  Force, 
I  pray,  or  Violence  is  wanting  to 
divide  a  Thread,  or  a  piece  of 
Pudding  upon  your  Trencher,  with 
a  Sharp  Knife  ? 

But  this  Proportion  is  to  lead  us 
doubtlels  to  the  Knowledge,  that 
no  Wound  or  Rent  can  be  made 
on  the  Body  of  the  Foetus ,  no  De„ 
falcation  of  Fingers  or  Toes,  Hands 
or  Feet,  without  Force  and  Vio¬ 
lence  ;  and  then  we  Shall  indeed 
be  puzzled  to  underhand  where 

Imagi- 
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Imagination  finds  her  Inftruments 
to  work  with,  of  which  already, 
with  more  hereafter. 

Prop.  IV.  Imagination  aBs  by 
fome  Means. 

No  doubt  on’t,  by  Means  of 
Images  or  Ideas ;  otherwife  there 
could  be  no  fuch  thing  as  Imagi¬ 
nation.  And  thus,  the  Image  of 
the  Thing  defir’d  or  fear’d,  being 
conftantly  reprefented  to  the  Mind, 
is  the  formal  Caufe  by  which  the 
Impreflion  is  thus  made  upon  the 
jBody  of  the  Foetus ;  but  how,  or 
what  may  be  the  immediate  or 
Efficient  of  thefe  amazing  Occur¬ 
rences,  or  by  which  the  Fis  Pla- 
ftica  is  thus  difturb’d,  and  put  by 
her  ordinary  Courfe,  We  confels 
our  Ignorance  -3  and  ufe  thofe 

Words 


l 
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Words  only  as  a  Mode  of  Speech , 
for  want  of  fomewhat  more  ex- 
preflive.  We  know,  as  the  wife 
Man  has  it,  that  we  are  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  formed ;  and  when 
any  one  will  unfold  the  Procefs, 
we  may  likely  be  able  to  explicate 
how  we  come  in  this  ftrange  Man¬ 
ner,  and  upon  thefe  Occafions,  at 
fome  times  to  be  thus  deformed. 
But  I  haften  to  the 

Vth  Prop.  PaJJion,  in  refpeB  of 
the  Mind,  is  a  Mode  of  Thought  $ 
but  of  the  Body,  Motion.  . 

I  fhould  rather  define  thefe  kind 
of  Paffions,  a  tumultuous  Diforder 
of  the  Spirits,  or  an  irregular  Dif  - 
penfe  of  the  nervous  Fluid  influ¬ 
encing  the  Circulation,  and  dis¬ 
turbing  the  Animal  Maehine ;  or 
according  to  your 

VIth 
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VIth  Prop.  Accelerating  or  di- 
minifhmg  the  Velocity  of  the  Blood 
and  Spirits. 

VIIth  Prop.  Imagination  cannot 
aB  beyond  the  Sphere  of  the  Soul 
or  of  the  Body. 

Granted,  nor  any  thing  elfe  ul¬ 
tra  fpharam  fua  aBivitatis. 

The  Queftion  between  us  now 
is,  Whether  the  Mar  King  the  In¬ 
fant’s  Body  is  out  of  the  Power  or 
Sphere  of  the  Mother  s  Imagina¬ 
tion  ? 

Prop.  VIII.  No  Senfation  with¬ 
out  Nerves. 

Allow’d  alfo  ;  but  what  is  this 
ad  rem ,  if  true  or  falfe,  any  more 
than  the  three  following,  viz. 

Prop.  IX.  Nerves  once  divided 
never  reunite » 

Prop, 
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Prop.  X.  A  Ligature  upon  either 
Nerve  or  Blood-veffel  makes  them 
ufelefs  fo  long  as  they  lajl. 

Prop.  XI.  The  longer  the  Arte - 
ry,  the  flower  the  Motion  of  the 
Blood  at  the  Extremity  of  the  V  f- 

M 

Prop.  XII.  The  Rudiments  of  all 
Plants  and  Animals  are  from  the 
Beginning  of  the  World. 

Admitting  this,  will  it  hence 
neceffarily  enfue,  that  the  Mother  s 
Imagination  can  no  ways  alter  thefe 
Rudiments  in  her  Foetus ,  during,  the 
whole  time  of  her  Geftation  ? 

k. 

Prop.  XIII.  Conception  is  inde¬ 
pendent  on  the  Mother  s  Will. 

But  impreffing  fuch  Conception 
is  not  therefore  out  of  the  power 
of  her  Fancy  or  Imagination. 
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Prop.  XIV.  The  Ovum  is  fora 
long  time  in  the  Fallopian  Tube ,  and 
in  the  Uterus ,  without  Adhefion 
thereunto. 

Will  this  hinder  an  Impreffion 
from  the  faid  Imagination ,  if  not 
before,  after  fuch  Adhefion  i 

Prop.  XV.  The  Foetus  has  a  Sen- 
fation  and  Circulation  of  the  Blood 
independent  upon  the  Mother. 

What  fort  of  Senfation  the  Foe¬ 
tus  has,  whilft  included  in  its  Mem¬ 
branes,  and  fhut  up  in  the  Womb, 
or  before  its  Refpiration,  is  very  un¬ 
certain  ;  but  the  independent  Cir¬ 
culation  is  deny’d,  as  is  your  laft 
monftrous  Proportion, 

* 

Prop.  XVI.  Monjlers  are  lefs 
amazing  than  regular  Bodies. 


Becaufe 
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Becaufe  however  wonderfully 
each  Scene  of  Providence  opens  to 
us,  yet  are  the  ordinary  Works  of 
Nature  lefs  furpriling  (as  purfuing 
the  proper  Ends  intended  them) 
than  when  by  fome  Accident  Ihe 
is  put  by  thole  Ends,  or  forced  to 
deflect  and  deviate  from  the  fame. 

Thus,  Sir,  have  I  reckon’d  up 
and  gone  through  your  iixteen 
PropofitimSy  fet  in  the  Front  of 
the  Performance ;  fome  of  which, 
indeed  the  much  greater  part,  be¬ 
ing  no  more  to  the  Matter  in  hand, 
than  if  you  had  told  us,  that  if 
we  take  three  or  four  Straw's  of 
equal  length,  and  lay  them  in  the 
proper  Polition,  they  will  make 
either  a  Triangle  or  a  ®hiadr  angle ; 
but  if  any  one  of  the  three  or  of 

the 
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the  four  be  longer  or  fhorter  than 
the  reft  of  their  Fellows,  neither 
Triangle  nor  Quadrangle  will  be 
equilateral ,  and  fo  deduced  this 
Ergo,  that  the  Mothers  Imagina¬ 
tion  cannot  mark  the  Body  of  her 
Infant. 

From  hence  I  fhall  pafs  to  your 
Book  itfelf,  where  at  the  Entrance, 
or  about  tfre  i  oth  Page,  I  perceive 
you  can  allow,  that  the  Foetus  may 
fuffer  many  ways  by  Means  of  the 
Mother,  viz.  by  Falls  and  Blows , 
by  her  PaJJions  alfo ,  as  Anger % 
Grief  or  Apprehenfion  of  Danger  j 
either  of  which  may  occafion  her  to 
mifcarry  -,  a  very  large  Conceftion 
this.  Alio  that  Convulfions  of  the 
Uterus,  or  of  the  Mufcles  of  the 
Abdomen,  may  mutilate  and  diflo* 

cate 
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cate  the  Limbs  of  the  tender  Foe¬ 
tus  ;  nay,  that  a  Dif appointment 
( hill  more  wonderful )  of  what  Jhe 
longs  fory  may  make  her  pine  away, 
by  which  the  Child  being  depriv’d 
of  its  Nourijhment  (but  how  can 
this  be,  if  not  only  its  Senfation 
but  its  Circulation  of  Blood, 
Growth  and  Accretion,  are  inde¬ 
pendent  on  her  i)  mufl  grow  feeble, 
weak,  and  lofe  its  Life. 

This,  you  fay,  is  not  deny’d, 
tho’  I  think  it  will  be  difficultly 
prov’d,  that  any  Convtdfions  of  the 
Womb,  or  of  the  Mufcles  of  the 
Abdomen,  were  ever  able  to  dis¬ 
locate  the  joints  of  the  Foetus ; 
notwith handing  the  Aflertion  late¬ 
ly  of  a  famous  Anatomifi  ( but  no 
Conjurer  at  Natural  Philofophy, 

Phyfick , 


(  9l  ) 

Phyftck  or  Surgery)  that  the  Con - 
Dulfion  fimply  of  the  IV omb  dtd  flea 
a  Rabbit ,  puffing  not  long  fince  un¬ 
der  the  Os  Pubis. 

But  what  you  think  fit  to  deny 
is  this,  That  the  firongefl  Attention  of 
the  Mother’s  Mind  to  any  deter¬ 
min’d  Objeft,  can  caufe  a  deter¬ 
min’d  Impreffion  on  the  Body  of  the 
Child  ;  or  that  her  firong  De/ire 
of  a  Peach ,  an  Apricot,  &c.  can 
caufe  the  Colour  or  Shape  of  either 
of  thefe  upon  any  determin’d  Part 
of  the  Child s  Body. 

To  which  give  me  leave  to  an- 
fwer,  that  if  fuch  Peach ,  Apricot , 
&c.  are  fairly  and  indifputably  de¬ 
lineated,  as  I  have  feen  them  more 
than  once,  on  any  Part,  whether 
determin’d  or  not,  for  I  think  De¬ 
li  termina- 


/ 
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termination  is  not  absolutely  necefla* 
ry  of the  Infant’s  Body,  and  that  fuch 
Refemhlance  is  not  only  depicted 
( which  may  appear  accidental  from 
Sugillation )  but  raifed  alfo,  as  fome- 
times  falls  out,  in  a  carnous  Extu- 
berance  above  the  Superfice  of  the 
Cutis,  of  the  true  Shape  and  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  feveral  Fruits  long’d 
for  by  the.  pregnant  Woman,  I  have 
then  furely  more  reafon  to  believe 
the  faid  earneji  Defire  or  Longing, 
did  conduce,  altho’  I  am  unable  to 
tell  in  what  way,  to  the  faid  Pro¬ 
ductions,  than  to  fetch  them  from 
any '  of  thofe  Caufes  you  have 
trump’d  up  in  their  place. 

Nor  does  the  fmall  number  of 
fuch  Occurrences,  in  comparifon 
of  the  greater  number  big  with 

i  Child, 
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Child,  who  have  both  long’d  and 
been  affrighted  without  thefe  Con- 
fequents,  invalidate  thofe  Appear¬ 
ances  which  have  attended ;  lince 
fome  Women’s  PaJJions  are  ftrong- 
er  than  others,  and  the  Ideas  they 
have  once  let  into  their  Minds  more 
durable  or.  lading  ;  whilft  others, 
better  fortify’d  by  Prefence  thereof, 
or  a  more  firm  Syftem  of  Nerves , 
have  their  Fears  lefs  fhocking  at 
the  fame  formidable  Objedt ;  alfo 
their  Defires  more  tranfient,  or 
lefs  permanent :  So  as  the  laft  will 
have  no  need  to  apply  to  your  Of¬ 
fice  of  Infurance  (page  n,  12.) 
the  firft,  •  notwithftanding  your 
Belief,  I  muff  believe,  will  ftill 
run  the  fame  risk  as  before  by  the 
frightful  or  defired  Object,  unlels 

JC  2  you 
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you  can  find  a  Way  alfo  to  infure , 
that  neither  fhall  appear  during  the 
time  of  their  being  pregnant. 

I  have  formerly  made  enquiry 
for  that  purpofe,  and  never  yet 
found  any  of  thefe  Marks  upon  the 
Child,  where  the  Mother  did  not 
readily  recoiled;,  without  racking 
her  Brain ,  the  Occafion  ;  though 
poffibly  fhe  had' no  Thought,  Ap- 
prehenfion  or  Senfation  (nor  yet 
Determination,  at  leaft  voluntary, 
to  any  particular  Part)  of  what 
was  tranfading  in  her  Womb  at 
the  time  of  their  forming,  except 
perhaps  fome  unufual  Motion  in 
her  Belly,  or  Perturbation  on  her 
Spirits,  of  which  they  ufually  com- 

a 

You 
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You  will  eafily,  I  hope,  infer, 
that  I  fpeak  not  here  of  Moles ,  or 
the  like  Sportings  of  Nature,  when 
through  fome  exuberant  Juice  in¬ 
tercepted  in  its  excretory  DuBus , 
and  lodged  on  the  Surface,  certain 
Excrefcences  and  irregular  Shapes 
are  form’d  ;  but  others,  the  exact 
Draughts  and  Similitudes  of  Ani¬ 
mals  or  their  Parts,  of  Vegetables, 
or  Things  inanimate,  which  have 
either  terrify’d  or  have  been  ear- 
neftly  honed  after. 

Yet  admit  the  Mother  could  not 
presently  recollect  after  the  Birth  of 
her  Infant  (little  dreaming,  'in  the 
common  Phrafe,  what  would  en- 
fue)  the  Occafion  of  the  Pheno¬ 
menon,  will  it  follow  that  none  fuch 
had  been  given  ?  Surely  not :  For 

K  3  unlefs 
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unlefs  the  fame  were  very  remark¬ 
able,  not  heeding  any  Refult,  the 
Idea,  however  at  that  time  pre¬ 
vailing,  like  thofe  of  fundry  others, 
may  have  been  obliterated,  their 
Traces  fill'd  up,  by  reafon  of  the 
Fancy,  as  you  own  yourfelf,  ha¬ 
ving  fince  been  wandering  to  and 
fro,  upon  a  vaft  number  of  other 
'filings. 

I  come  now  to  the  principal 
Heads  reckon’d  up  p.  13,  to  which 
you  refer,  in  regard  of  the  Ima¬ 
gination  oi  the  teeming  Woman, 
which  are  the  following.  . 

1 .  A  longing  Defire  to  fomethtng. 

1.  A  fudden  Surprife. 

/  3.  Fear  of  fomethmg. 

4.  The  fudden  Sight  of  fome 
frightful  Objedt,  which  is  the  fame 
thing.  •  5.  The 
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y.  The  Sight  of  fomething  amia¬ 
ble  or  very  agreeable. 

To  which  give  me  leave  to  add, 
that  whatever  calls  off  her  Thoughts 
from  all  other  Obiedts,  and  em-  ' 
ploys  as  it  were  the  whole  Syftajis 

of  the  Soul :  whatever  determines 

*  • 

the  Bend,  as  I  may  fay,  of  the 
Mind  -entirely  to  one  thing ;  to 
dwell  upon  an  Objedt  either  be- 
lov’d  or  dreaded,  may,  through 
Intenfenefs  of  her  Thought  about 
the  fame,  fo  operate  on  the  Plajlic 
Power ,  or,  if  this  be  Jargon,  fo 
determine  the  Blood  and  Spirits  as 
well  of  the  Mother  on  the  one 
fide,  as  of  the  Foetus  on  the  other, 
now  at  work-  and  unfolding  the 
Parts,  as  to  new-model  certain  Par¬ 
ticles,  which  like  Dough  or  Pafte 

K  4  at 


(  98  ) 

at  this  time  are  capable  of  the  Im- 
preffion ;  and  to  infculp  or  deli¬ 
neate  the  terrible  or  delightful  Ob¬ 
ject,  or  depidt  in  a  manner  what 
was  fo  earneftly  coveted,  yet  per¬ 
haps  could  not  be  obtained,  at 
leaf!  till  too  late  to  obviate  the  Ac¬ 
cident. 

Whether  or  no  the  Part  on  which 
the  Impreffion  is  formed,  or  the 
Image  defcribed,  be  directed  inad¬ 
vertently  by  the  Mother’s  Hand  or 
Finger,  may  or  may  not  be  necef- 
fary  to  the  Production,  at  leaf!  the 
Circumfcribing  thereof,  and  Dire¬ 
ction  of  it  to  fuch  or  fuch  particular 
Part  of  the  Infant’s  Body,  I  can¬ 
not  fay,  tho’  poffibly  I  may  be 
right  in  furmiflng  that  it  is':  But 
doubtlefs  in  fo  abftrufe  an  Affair, 

where 
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where  the  whole  is  managed  tarn 
invitis  quam  ignotis  nobis ,  no  won¬ 
der  we  are  in  the  dark ;  or  that  the 
Mother  her  lei  f,  who,  as  we  have 
already  obferv’d,  is  wholly  igno-  . 
rant  how  the  Child  *is  formed  in 
her  Womh,  fhould  be  alike  incon- 
fcious  how  the  fame  is  there  alter’d. 
Thefe  are  the  Niceties  we  mu  ft 
leave  to  the  Naturahfi ,  .1  might  fay 
furely  rather,  to  the  Architectonic 
Being  .for  a  clear  Solution. 

You  tell  us,  p.  14,  it  is  ridicu¬ 
lous  however  and  abfurd  to  think 
that  the  fame  EffeB  fhould  proceed 
from  contrary  Caufes ;  or  that  one 
Infant  fhould  be  mark’d  with  a 
Mufcle,  becaufe  the  Mother  deji- 
red  it,  whilft  another  fufiers  the 
fame  Imprefs ,  becaufe  the  Mother 
was  afraid  of  it. 


As 
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As  to  this,  you  muff  furely  be  a 
Stranger  to  this  fame  Refult  arifing 
from  divers  Paffions.  I  could  tell 
you  of  a  Lady,  to  whom  I  was 
fent  for  fome  Years  paft,  that  on 
the  Sight  of  her  Son  who  had  been 
long  time  abfent  from  England, 
had  no  fooner  faluted  him,  when 
through  Excefs  of  Joy  {he  died  in- 
ftantly  on  the  Threfhold  of  her 
Door,  where  fhe  ran  out  to  meet 
him;  and  of  another  very  lately 
my  oppolite  Neighbour,  who  on 
the  parting  from  hers,  going  hence 
to  Turky ,  had  no  fooner  turn’d 
her  back,  but,  fmothering  her  Grief 
and  retiring  to  her  Chamber,  fell 
into  fuch  an  Hyfterical  Suffocation, 
as  no  Art  nor  Application  could  re¬ 
cover  Life. 


But 
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But  it  may  be  you  will  find  a 
Subterfuge,  and  tell  us,  that  both 
died  of  Apoplectic  Diftempers,  and 
that  neither  the  Extreme  of  Joy , 
nor  yet  of  Sorrow ,  were  concern’d 
in  the  Tragedies,  which,  you  may 
do  with  the  lame  Authority,  as 
you  have  accounted  for  many  o- 
therS. 

There  is  no  one,  that  I  know  of, 
pretends  that  a  calm  Pajjion  (if 
this  be  not  a  Soloccifm )  can  produce 
the  like  Effect  with  the  turbulent ; 
fince  it  is  neither  fimpliciter  appe- 
tere  vel  fugere  Objeclum ,  fed  in 
.  Exce[fu ,  cum  ( ut  loquar )  tot  a 

anima ,  that  we  fuppofe  able  to 
work  this  Alteration,  or  tranfmit 
thefe  Effects  from  the  Mother  to 
the  Foetus. 


The 
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The  Stories  whieh  you  tell  us, 
p.  i  y,  1 6,  17,  have  been  forged  to 
give  countenance  to  this  Opiniony  or 
for  fame  fmifier  regards  invented \ 
are  little  fignificant ;  nor  need  we 
any  fuch  to  fupport  this  Power  in 
the  Imagination  at  thefe  times, 
there  are  enough  indilputable  to 
the  purpole ;  fo  that  whether  Bar- 
tholines  of  the  Rat ,  or  the  P  dander  s 
of  the  two  Fifhesy  be  true  or  falfe, 
is  little  material,  any  more  than 
fome  other  ridiculous  ones,  you 
fay  have  been  collected  by  Fienus 
or  others,  altho’  many  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  whatever  you  may  think, 
are  too  well  confirmed  to  be  refu¬ 
ted  or  deny’d,  unlefi  by  fuch  as  are 
refolv’d  not  to  credit  any  thing 
which  they  have  not  feen,  or  which 

happen 
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happen  to  run  counter  to  their  pre¬ 
conceived  Opinions  of  the  fame. 

Among  thefe,  the  Cafe  of  the  Si¬ 
fter  to  Philip  Meurs,  complete  in  all 
Parts  of  her  Body  hut  the  Head \ 
where  on  the  Neck ,  in  the  place 
there  of i  grew  out  the  Likenefs  of  a 
Shell-fifh  with  two  Valves ,  which 
jhut  and  opend ,  and  whereby  fhe 
took  her  Nourifhment  from  a  Spoon  ■ 
This,  I  fay,  however  aftonifhing, 
as  are  many  others  of  the  like  na¬ 
ture,  has  nothing  incredible,  not- 
withftanding  your  ludicrous  Inter¬ 
rogatory,  Who  ever  faw  a  Mufcle 
fed  with  a  Spoon  ?  and  refuling 
your  Allent,  with  a  Credat  fud te¬ 
ns  Apella ,  non  ego.  For  lince,  as 
is  obferv’d,  the  Birth  in  other  re- 
Ipetts  was  perfe<5t,  and  the  Organs 

•  for 
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for  Refpiration  and  Nutrition  right¬ 
ly  dilpofed  :  Since  there  was  a  Paf* 
fage,  however  preternatural  and 
furprifing,  for  conveying  Nourifh- 
ment  to  the  fame,  what  fhould 
hinder  this  monftrous  Birth  from 
growing  up  to  be  eleven  Years  of 
Age,  as  the  Author  reports  ?  Or 
how  is  it  likely  fo  ftupendous  an 
Accident,  which  doubtlefs  muft 
alarm  the  whole  Country,  the 
whole  World,  which  (in  a  meta¬ 
phorical  Senfe )  he  fays  had  feen. 
the  lame,  but  doubtlels  the  Curio- 
lity  of  many  thoufands,  muft  lead 
them  to  be  Spectators  of  fo  ftrange 
a  Birth  ?  Flow,  I  fay,  is  it  fo  much 
as  poilible  the  fame  at  laft,  fhould 
prove  no  other  than  a  lying  Tale, 
rais’d  by  the  faid  Meurs>  which 

might 
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might  have  been  fo  eahly  detect¬ 
ed,  vvith  no  other  view  than'  to 
impofe  upon  Fienus  ?  ■  .  Y-v- 

I  have  Teen  an  Infant  born  with 
a  flefhy  or  rather  cartilaginous  Ex- 
crefcenee,  handing  up  like  the  Gap 
of  a  Grcmadier ,  the  lower  part 
hanging  over  the  Eyes  and  Ears, 
which  were  in  a  manner  hidden 
thereby ;  underneath  was  a  Perfo¬ 
ration  like  a  Mouth,-  by-  which 
there  was  a  Paffage  to  the  Stomach : 
It  came  into  the  World  alive,  but 
died  prefently  after,  and,  to  avoid 
Reproach,  was  inftantly  inhum’d. 

I  could  farther  acquaint  you  with 
the  Mother’s  Relation  how  the 
fame  had  befaln  her;  but'!  think  . 

t  .  » 

it  not  convenient :  So  that  you  have 
free  liberty  to  cry,  Ha,  ha,  he, 

who 
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who  ever  faw  a  Granadter’s  Cap 
fed  with  a  Spoon  ?  Credat  quis , 
non  ego. 

In  your  fubfequent  Pages,  1 8, 
i<>,  1  find  you  make  too  free  (I 
•  think  fo  at  leaf!:}  with  the  Judg- 
>  ment  or  Integrity  of  fome  learned 
Phyficians  and  good  Naturalifts, 
becaufe  they  have  reported  Mat¬ 
ters  that  feem  inconfiftent  with 
your  own ;  .  and  giving  them  fuch 
turns  as  you  pleafe,  in  order  to  fa¬ 
vour  your  own  •  Sentiments  about 
the  fame ;  particularly  in  reconci¬ 
ling  them  to  fome  Accidents  in  the 
Birth  j  and  thus  the  Vifcera  muft 
be  pull’d  out  by  the  Midwife  who 
laid  the  Cooper’s  Wife  at  Frankfort. > 
rather  than  it  fhouid  be  fuppos’d 
the  fame  was  occafion’d  by  her 

beina: 


(  io7  ) 

being  prefent  at  the  killing  of  a 
Hog,  and  over-intent  in  viewing 
the  Butcher  drawing  forth  the  En¬ 
trails.  '  For  who  could  convey  a 
Knife  into  the  [Fomb ,  ‘or  how  could 
the  Mother’s  Imagination  exente- 
rctte  the  Child  wrapt  up  therein  ? 

The  like  Turn,  I  doubt  not) 
you  would  give  to  that  born  cum 
Preeputio  recutito  ac  reverfo,  which 
fhall  be  torn  off  by  the  Midwife’s 
Nails,  miftaking  the  Part  or  pull¬ 
ing  too  hard  thereby,  rather  than 
it  fhould  be  fuppofed  to  take  Rife 
from  the  Mother  s  buffing  her  Mind 
about  a  Relation  of  the  Jewiflj 
Circumc'tfion  ;  tho’  the  Author  fays 
he  was  an  Eye-witnefs,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  Kepler  the  great  Mathe¬ 
matician,  And  Gemma  %  Account 

L  of 
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of  the  Child  with  a  //  omul  on  the 
Forehead,  from  the  Mother  s  being 
purfued  with  a  drawn  Sword,  with 
that  of  another  having  one  on  the 
Groin ,  after  the  Mother,  had  been 
cut  upon  the  faid  Part  for  an  In¬ 
guinal  Rupture:  Alio  Cypri  anus' s 
Girl  with  a  Wound  on  the  Breaft, 
thro  the  inter cofial  Mufcles,  owing 
to  the  Mother's  Fright ,  at  the 
News  of  a  Man  having  murder  d 
his  Wife,  by  fobbing  her  on  the 
Breaft  with  a  Knife.  Thefe,  I 
fay,  with  fundry  others  as  remark¬ 
able,  I  have  recited  in  the  1 2th 
Chapter  of  my  Treatife  before  re¬ 
fer  d  to,  mu  ft  all,  I  doubt  not,  be 
turn’d  upon  the  Midwife,  or  rec¬ 
kon’d  Fictions  to  impofe  upon  the 
World.  For  how,  you  fay,  can 

Imagi- 
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Imagination  carry  Knives  into  the 
Mothers  Belly ,  to  make  Diffolu- 
tions  of  Continuity  in  any  Part  of 
her  Child's  Body,  with  which  (he 
has  no  nearer  Affinity  than  when 
in  the  Nurfe’s  Arms  ?  How  can 
Imagination  convey  Pencils  or  other 
Tools ,  to  delineate  the  Refemhlance 
of  Cherries ,  Strawberries ,  P.lum- 
cakes,  and  Gammons  of  Bacon  ? 
How  can  Jhe  draw  out  Bears , 
Frogs ,  Lizards ?  How  fprinkle  Cla¬ 
ret  on  the  Child's  •  Face ,  Neck  or 
Breafi  ?  No,  no,  they  are  Cheats 
and  Delufions,  or  mere  Extravafa - 
j lion  of  the  Blood  ■,  Moles,  Wens  or 
other  accidental Rifings  in  the  Flefh, 
like  Excrefcences  upon  fome  Vege¬ 
tables,  or  Diffolutions  made  in  the 
Labour  by  the  Midwife ,  or  perhaps 

L  2  (rather 
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(rather  than  the  Fancy  fhall  be 
concern’d)  by  the  Parents  after , 
with  defign  to  get  Many,  and  who 
ought  therefore  to  be  try  d  by  the 
Coventry  A&>  p.  2.1,  not  one  of 
them  having  ever  been  produced  by 
any  Powers . in  the  Mothers  Ima¬ 


gination. 

•  o 


That  there  have  been  many  Im- 
pofitions  and  Delufions  by  deign¬ 
ing  People,  who  doubts  ?  Thus 
has  it  far’d  particularly  in  the  Re¬ 
lations  of  Apparitions ;  but  to  de¬ 
ny  therefore  the  Poflibility  of  luch, 
or  that  there  have  been  any,  for 
that,  three  parts  in  four  have  had 
no  real  Foundation,  would  be  ve¬ 
ry  diingenuous,  if  not  an  unrea- 
ionable  Infidelity ;  how  much 
more  to  difcredit  or  disbelieve 
1  Fadh, 
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Fads,  which,  however  we  can’t 

•  « 

explicate,  are  vihble  to  our  Eyes. 

Whether  or  no  Father  Malbranch 
has  rightly  ' accounted  for  the  De¬ 
formity  of  the  Infant ,  born  with 
the  Reprefentation  of  a  Mitre  upon 
his  Shoulders ,  from  the  Mother  s 
contemplating  the  PiBure  of  St. 
Pius ,  is  not  fo  much  a  Matter  of 
Difpute,  as  whether  the  fame  be 
Truth,  which,  he  fays,  the  whole 
City  of  Paris  had  an  opportunity 
to  be  convinced  of.  Several  of 
the  like  nature  I  have  given  the 
Reader  an  account  of  "from  Hip- 
poc.  and  Galen^  Callus,  Wood. 
Damafc.  Paradin.  and  one  parti¬ 
cularly  remarkable  from  the  Mtfcel. 
Curiof.  the  greater  part  of  them 
undeniably  attefted  and  unque- 

L  3  ftionably 
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ftionably  recorded,  notwithftand- 
ing  your  imputing  them  to  Rnthu- 
fiafm  or  Bigotry ;  or  when  too 
palpable  to  be  denied,  there  may 
be  (you  tell  us)  fome  fimple  Marks 
or  difcolouring  from  the  Blood- 
ve/fels ,  of  which  a  luxuriant  Fan¬ 
cy  may  take  advantage ,  and  make 
Similitudes  of  what  the  Mother 
never  once  thought  of.  Befides ,  the 
Limbs  being  pliable  may  be  mold- 
ed  and  form'd  by  Ligatures  into 
what  Shape  they  pie afed,  who  had 
the  Management ,  or  were  to  carry 
on  the  Defign ,  when  being  put  in¬ 
to  Spirits ,  the  Parts  will  appear 
firangely  lank  and  wrinkled. 

This,  Sir,  is  your  Way  of  argu¬ 
ing  to  p.  23,  andfetting  all  alide, 
how  manifeft  foever  to  the  Judg¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  others ;  becaufe  we  can¬ 
not  fathom  this  myfterious  Inter- 
courfe  between  the  Mother  and  the 
Foetus  in  her  Womb*  you  would 
endeavour  to  perfuade  that  there  is 
no  fuch  thing,  for  that .  the  latter 
has  no  more  to  do  with  the  former , 
during  the  whole  time  of  Pregnan¬ 
cy ,  than  when  taping  its  Pap  out 
of  the  Spoon  in  its  Nurfe  s  Hand. 

Again,  becaufe  the  Boy ,  you 
fay  p.  24,  with  the  Hebrew  Cha¬ 
racters  round  the  Breadth  (as  you 
decypher  it)  of  the  Iris ,  was  found 
a  Cheat ,  .which  is  the  lirft  time  I 
have  heard  fo,  having  artificial  or 
glafs  Eyes :  Therefore  all  others, 
of  what  nature  or  refemblance  fo- 

*  ,  1,  ,  ■>  * 

ever,  fhall  be  alfo  counterfeit ;  and 
the  poor  Wretch,  who  many  Years 

L  4  '  ago 
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ago  walked  the  Streets  of  London , 
with  the  Likenefs  of  what  they 
call  a  Chitterlin  hanging  down  by 
the  fide  of  his  Face,  muft  be  fup- 
pofed,  for  the  fake  of  Delufion,  to 
have  the  fame  artificially  grafted 
alfo.  . 

But  the  fame  Father,  it  feems, 
has  a  fecond  Relation,-  which  dis¬ 
turbs  you  much,  as  I  find  p.  z  j.  to 
2  8 ,  viz.  A  Child  brought  forth  with 
its  Limbs  broken ,  from  the- Mother’s 
being  prefent  at  an  Execution  in  the 
fame  City ,  where  a  Malefa&or  was 
broke  ahve  upon  the  Wheel  j  althd 
he  informs  us ,  that  he  lived  twenty 
Tears  in  this  Condition ,  was  brought 
into  the  Hofpital  of  Incurables ; 
where  doubtlefs  any  Perfon  might 
have  gratify’d  his  Curiofity,  as  to 

the 
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the  Certainty  of  the  Fa<5t,  as  well 
by  Touch  as  Sight,  and  where  the 
Queen-Mother  (he  fays  alfo) .  did 
fatisfy  herfelf  in  both  feeing  and 
feeling  the  Arms  and  Legs  of  this 
young  Man ;  neverthelefs  I  find 
you  wifh  Father  Malbranch  had 
been  more  certain  of  the  Matter  of 
FaB ,  before  he  had  /pent  himfelf 
in  romantick  Reafons,  fo  contrary 
( as  you  think )  to  Anatomy  •  and 
that  the  Tefiimony  of  a  skilful  Bone- 
fetter  (which  furely  they  could 
not  want  in  an  Hofpital )  would 
have  been  of  more  weight. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  palling  by 
the  Father’s  Explanation  of  the  fur- 
prifing  Appearance,  I  am  well  fa- 
tisfy’d  that  your  Defcant  on  Luxa¬ 
tions,  either  Semi  or  Complete,  with 

■  the 
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the  Flexility  of  the  Ligaments ,  as 
well  as  that  concerning  the  Apo~ 
phyfes  and  Epiphyfes  of  the  Bones 
in  ricketty  SuhjeBs ,  are  foreign  to 
this  Cafe,  where  the  Solution,  or 
if  you  will  have  it  fo,  the  Diffolu- 
tion  of  the  Continuity ,  is  made  in 
the  Interfaces  of  the  Joints,  or 
Subftanee  of  the  Bones.  And  now 
you  exclaim,  who  has  ever  feen 
FraBures  to  laft  without  any  Callus 
for  twenty  Tears  7  Give  me  leave 
to  Hand  up  •  and  inform  you  for 
once,  that  if  they '  will  laft  twenty 
Weeks,  they  may  laft  as  many 
Years.  I  have  given  an  Inftance 
in  my  Art  of  Surgery ,  under  that 
Part,  which  treats  of  FraBures ,  of 
an  old  Woman,  where  a  Callus 
was  never  form’d  upon  a  broken 

Thigh; 
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Thigh ;  and  another  of  the  Arm 
of  a  young  Man,  after  forming,  . 
again  diffolving  and  rendering  the 
Limb  ufelefs  ever  after  :  And  Ire- 
member  a  Mendicant,  but  by  what 
•  Accident  I  know  not,  who  could 
tofs  his  Arm  every  way  without 
Pain  or  Difficulty,  I  don’t  mean 
from  the  J  oynt,  but  the  middle  of 
the  Humerus ,  where  I  plainly  felt 
the  Ends  of  the  Bone  feparate  half 
an  Inch  afunder  ;  which  rather 

i  « 

than  the  fame  ffiall  be  poffible  with 
you,  I  expert  he  mull  be  account¬ 
ed  ricketty  from  his  Birth ,  other- 
wife  his  Joints  mufi  be  form’d  pre- 
ternaturally  in  the  middle  of  the 
Bones ,  and  his  Ligaments  over- 
flexile  j  or  if  this  won’t  do,  his 
Parents  Jhall  be  fuppofed  to  have 

broke 
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broke  his  bones  after  he  was  borny 
and  to  have  managed  them  fo  as 
to  keep  them  divided. \  the  better  to 
enable  him  to  get  his  Living ,  as  he 
grew  up ,  and  then  no  matter  for 
any  Callus ,  provided  the  Mothers  • 
Imagination  had  no  Share  in  the 
Accident. 

.  • 

I  fhall  pafs  the  Quibble  of  the 

Queen-Mother’s  examining  the 
Limbs,  not  where  they  had  been 
broke ,  but  where  they  were  broke , 
as  beneath  a  Remark ;  only  I  may 
obferve,  that  whether  the  fame  ar¬ 
gued  a  Miftake  in  fo  polite  a 
Frenchman  as  Father  Malbrahch , 
it  cannot,  I  think,  arraign  either 
his  Sincerity  or  his  Judgment,  in 
fuch  manner  as  to  occafion  his  Ad¬ 
versary  to  exult,  and  cry  out  there- 
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uppn,  really  this  is  too  great  an 
Impofition  on  our  Faith:  This,  I 
fay,  might  as  well  have  been  omit¬ 
ted  by  a  polite  EngUJhman ,  if  the 
Author  of  the  Strength  of  Ima¬ 
gination  &c.  would  be  deemed 
fuch.  . 

But  whatever  Ends  the  Enthufi 
afiical  Malbranch  might  have  here¬ 
by,  to  propagate  Superfiition  or 
Bigotry.,  which  are  iurely  very  lit¬ 
tle  promoted  by  thefe  Relations ; 
what  mu  ft  we  fay  to  thofe  of  the 
honourable  Mr.  Boyle  ?  Why  truly 
his  good  Nature  was  impos’d  on  by 
the  bare  W ord  of  a  Stranger  and 
of  his  Men ,  in  regard  to  the  Irijh 
Officer,  p.  30.  to  31,  the  Colour  of 
whofe  Hair  was  changed,  at  the 
Apprehenfion  of  his  being  put  to 

Death, 
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Death.  The  like  Conftru&ion 

♦  • 

doubtlefs  you  would  fix  upon  two 
others  of  the  fame  kind,  I  have  re¬ 
lated  from  Schenkius ,  but  when 
the  fame  Gentleman  tells  us,  he 
had  forewarn’d  his  Niece  from 
wearing  Patches,  and jeftingly  pre  - 
diEled  that  her  next  .  Child  would  he 
born  with  one  upon  the  Forehead-, 
which  it  feems  (as  that  worthy 
Man  and  great  Natural  Philofopher 
has  deliver’d)  made  fuch  Imprefjion 
on  the  Mmd  of  the  Lady- Mother, 
that  her  Daughter  was  born  with 
fuch  Refemblance ;  of  which  (faith 
he)  there  are  at  hand '  Witnejfes 
enough  to  confirm,  but  none  more 
pregnant  than  the  young  Lady  her 
felf  upon  whom  the  Mark  is  yet 
remaining.  \  C  \ 


This, 
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This,  I  fay  with  you,  muft  go 
for  an  accidental  Bruife  in  the 
Birth,  or  other  Difcolouration, 
how  permanent  foever,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  any  Mark  from  fuch  an 
Occafton  ;  or  made  by  the  Fancy 
of  others  after  the  Birth,  rather 
than  imprefs’d  by  the  Mother  s  be¬ 
fore, 

m 

If  we  look  back  to  the  Story  of 
the  Hairs ,  you  lay  exprefsly,  that 
muft  be  a  Fiction,  becaufe  they 
cannot  he  changed  in  their  Colour , 
as  growing  only  from  their  Roots , 
and  carrying  no  Liquor  in  Tubes , 
like  Vegetables ,  •  by  which  they  can 
be  alter  d,  fo  that  •with  whatever 
they  are  originally  imbued \  the 
fame  mufi  be  continued ,  till  a  new 
Crop  is  pufhed  from  the  Root  $ 

which 


1 
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which  if  fo,  and  that  they  project 
not  from  their  Extremities,  how 
come  they  to  divaricate  oftentimes 
at  fuch  Extremities  ?  Or,  if  not 
tubular,  at  leaf!  contain  not  any 
Juice,  which  being  alter’d,  may 
diverfify  them,  how  is  it  that  in 
few  Years  time,  they  will  turn  from 
a  pale  or  flaxen  to  a  brown,  thence 
darker,  till  they  change  to  black, 
and  then  grow  white  again  ?  Or 
why  may  not  fuch  Alteration  hap¬ 
pen  inftantly,  upon  extraordinary 
Occaflons,  which  comes  to  pals 

more  gradually,  or  by  length  of 

# 

Time  ?  For,  according  to  you, 
we  might  expert  to  fee  the  fame 
Hairs  of  one  Colour  at  their  Ex- 
treme,  of  another  fomewhat  far¬ 
ther  diftant,  of  a  third  ftill  nearer, 

and 
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and  a  fourth  clofe  adjoining  to  their 
Roots. 

Farther,  if  they  are  incapable  of 
conveying  any  Juice  for  their  Nu¬ 
trition,  .which  way  muft  we  ac¬ 
count  for  the  Difeafe  of  thefe  Parts, 
which  we  call  the  Plica  ? 

I  muft  own  they  feem  to  have  a 
fort  of  vegetable  Life,  'independent 
on  the  Animal  to  whom  they  be¬ 
long  ; .  yet  that  they  fhould  receive 
Nourifhment  for  fuch  their  Growth, 
which. may  be  fupply’d  from  an 
excrementitious  Moifture  after  the 
Party’s  Death,  without  the  fame 
drilling  thro’  them,  in  like  manner 
as  the  Stalks  of  Plants,  imbibing 
theirs  from  the  Earth  they  are  fet 
in,  is  fcarce  to  be  believed.  How- 
ever,  leaving  this  Part  of  Natural 

M  Philo- 
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Philofophy,  we  may  affert,  I  think, 
for  truth,  that  the  fame  Hairs  do 
change  Colour,  whether  owing  to 
external  Caufes,  as  the  Air,  Sun, 
&c.  or  fome  Juice  withku,  taking 
a  new  Turn  or 'Modification,  and 
giving  a  diverfe  Refledtion  to  the 
Light.  Which  way  foever  hap¬ 
pening,  I  don’t  take  upon  me  to 
refolve ;  tho’  I  fee  no  mighty  diffi¬ 
culty  in  conceiving  that  the  laid 
Parts  may  be  fuddenly  alter’d,  un¬ 
der  violent  Surprize  or  Apprehen- 
fion  of  Danger.  I  have  often  heard 
of  their  Handing  on  end,  and  be¬ 
ing  once  within  hearing  of  a  hid¬ 
den  Shriek  of  a  young  Lad  frigh¬ 
ten’d  by  a  Sham  Apparition  drefs’d 
up  for  a  Ghoft,  I  ran  down  to  the 
Vault,  and  perceiv’d  the  poor  Boy’s 

Hairs 


(  lt  5  ) 

•  • 

Hairs  on  the  Crown  of  his  Head, 
eredt  like  Briftles,  tho’  at'  other 

times  a  lank  fort  Hair.  This  un- 

♦ 

toward  Accident  threw  him  after 
into  Fits,  which  between  whiles 
follow’d  him  to  his  Death. 

As  this  Phenomenon  was  in  all 
likelihood  the  Effedt  of  the  fudden 
Conftriction  of  the  Pores  at  their 
Roots  or  Bulb,  fo  poftibly  had  the 
fame  continued  -longer,  •  by  inter¬ 
cepting  the  Supply  of  radical  Moi- 
fture,  their  Colour  alfo,  as  well  as 
Pofition ,  might  have  fuffer’d  fome 
Change ;  but  right  or  wrong  I  fee 
you  refolve  to  have  all  in  your 
own  way,  and  what  you  diflike 
muft  be  denied  by  whoiefale,  or 
elfe  attributed  to  Bigotry ,  Super • 
Jitttorti  Imposition  or  Fiction. 

M  2  We' 
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We  are  now  come  to  your  Ci¬ 
tation  from  the  Old  Tejlament , 
where  I  find  likewife.p.  53.  to  37, 
rather  than  the  facred  Text  fhall 

4 

import  any  thing  in  favour  of  Ima- 
gination,  you  fall  foul  upon  the 
Interpreters ,  giving  us  a  Specimen 
of  your  Knowledge  in  the  Hebrew 
T  ongue,  and  are  very  angry  with 
the  Tranjlators,  who  ( you  fay )  in 
King  James’s  Time  (tho’  it  had 
been  the  fame  in  any  other’s )  were 
guided  m'ore  by  Prejudice  ( that  is, 
too  much  in  love  with  their  own, 
at  leaft  their  Wives  Fancies)  than 
by  the  Original.  ■  But  furely  fuch  a 
Textuary  has  been  feldom  met 
with,  to  leave  a  plain,  natural  and 
genuine  Conftruftion,  for  the  moft 
confus’d,  perplex’d  and  unintelli- 

■ .  ble, 
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ble,  as  the  Reader  will  quickly  find 
in  their  Companion." 

The  vulgar,  and,  till  now,  in- 
contefted  Tranllation  running  thus, 
as  you  will  find  in  our  Englilh  Bi¬ 
bles,  Gen.  xxx.  v.  38,  39. 

And  he  fet  the  rods  which  he  ■ 
had  pilled ’  before  the  flocks ,  in  the 
gutters ,  in  the  water -troughs,  when 
the  flocks  came  to  drmk ,  that  they 
fhould  conceive  when  they  came  to 
drink. 

And  the  Flocks  conceived  before 
the  rods ,  and  brought  forth  cattle , 
ring-firctked \  fpeckled  and  fpotted. 

Which  you  fay  Ihould  have  been 
render’d  thus: 

And  he  fet  the  rods  in  the  duffs, 

*  *  .  • 
in'  the  channels  of  the  water ,  which 

the  flocks  came  to  drink ,  and  they 

M  3  were 
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were  rutting  when  they,  came  to 
drink.  ' 

And  the  flocks  grew  hot  towards 
the  rods,  and  brought  forth  cattle 
ring-fir aked,  &c. 

Eureka  !  Eureka  /  What  a  Won¬ 
der  has  been  conceal’d  from  us,  till 

J  ' 

this  mafterly ,  Conftrudtion  was 
found  out,  viz.  that  the  Colour  of 
the  new  Cattle  did  by  no  means 
proceed  from  the  Rods ,  by  virtue 
.  of  Imagination  ;  but  from  a  more 
prevailing  Caufe,  i.  e.  the  Colour 
of  the  Rams. 

But,  good  Sir,  admit  the  Rods 
had  no  fhare  in  producing  the  ring- 
ftraked  Cattle ,  which  it  is  as  plain 
as  plain  Englifh  can  make  out,  that 
they  had,  by  the  whole  Context ; 
how  came  thefe  Rams  to  be  ring- 

2  firaked  *? 
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firaked?  Or  if  the  Ewes  conceived 
thefe  ring-ftraked  Cattle  by  looking 
on  the  fpeckled  Rams ,  is  it  not  the 
fame,  in  refpe£t  to-  their  Imagina¬ 
tion,  as  if  they  had  beheld  the 
fpeckled  Rods  ?  Or  why  were  thefe 
pilled  Rods ■  fet  in  the  Duels  m  the 
Channels  oj  the  Water  (allowing 
this  to  be  better  Englifh  than  the 
W ater  Troughs  in  the  Gutter s, 
which-will  fcarcely  be  granted )  if 
not  by  way  of  Artifice,  to  have . 
them  thus  marked,  thro’  the  force 
of  their  Imagination? 

What  pitiful,  I  cannot  fay  /put¬ 
ting,  but  /polling  of  a  Text  is  here  1 
What  a  jumbled  Story  furnifh’d 
out  of  two  as  plain  Verfes  as  are 
to  be  met  with  in  the  facred  Pan- 
decls  /  And  now  to  pleafe  your 

M  4  '  felf 
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felf  with  a  Thought  of  having  made 
out  all  fo  clear,  that  you  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  blefs  yourfelf  at  the  lucky 
Invention  •  not  being  able  to  'con¬ 
ceive  what  An  fiver  your  Opponents 
can  give  to  this  learned  Conflru- 

Bion  f  Some  of  them,  I  can  tell 

* 

you,  to  fave  your  Longing,  have 
laughed  heartily,  and  thought  that 
the  beft. 

Your  next  ten  Pages,  from  3  8 
to  48,  are  employ’d  in  unfolding 
the  Secrets  of  Generation,^  reciting 
the  feveral  modern  Syftems  there¬ 
of,  fed-  nullatenus  ad  Rem,  how¬ 
ever  introduced  under  the  Title 
of  Arguments  from  Re  a f on  and 
Anatomy ,  againjl  the  Power  of  the 
Mother’s  Fancy,  upon  the  Body  of 
the  Foetus.  •  .  . 

%  For 
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.  For  furely  the  Queftion  is  not  • 

•  now,  Whether  all  the  Men  and 

Women ,  or  the  Boys  and  Girls ^ 

which  have  been  or  ever  Jhall  be 

born ,  were  ab  origine  created  and 

crouded  into  the  Ovana  of  the  firjl 

Woman ,  or  proceed  from  Lice ,  as 

you  are  pleas'd  to  term  them  ( ten 

thoufand  Myriads  of  Mdlions 

whereof  may  duck  and  dive  for 

their  Minutenefs without  coming 

near  each  other  in  the  ten  thou- 

*  * 

fandth  part  of  a  Drop  of  Water ) 
lodgd  in  the  Tefies  of  the  fir  ft  Man : 
Bub  whether,  after  Conception  or 
any  time  of  the  Geftation,  the  fame 
be  furceptible  of  any  Marks  or 
natures  in  its  Body  or  Limbs,  by 
temping  or  pleafing  Objedbs,  oc~ 
curriig  to  the  Mother’s  Mind,  or 

■  ■  from 
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from  her  Deftres  or  Longings  fey 
what  fhe  cannot  perhaps  at  that, 
time  compafs  or  obtain.  This,  I 
lay,  is  the  Matter  in  dilpute,  which 
till  now  has  not  been  queftion’d, 
having  fuch  undeniable  Fadts  dai¬ 
ly  occurring  to  our  View  for  Con¬ 
firmation  thereof ;  and  till  you  can 
give  us  better  Reafons  than  you 
have  yet  produced  to  think  other- 
wife,  or  reconcile  the  feveral  Ap¬ 
pearances  to  other  Occafions  more 
obvious  and  intelligible,  you  mu  ft 
pardon  us  if  we  cannot  alter  our 
Opinion.  # 

We  fhall  readily  grant  you,  as 
in  p.  48,  that  Conception  is  inde¬ 
pendent  on  the  Mother  s  WiHy  al~ 
tho’  fhe  wills  the  leading  Caufe, 
viz.  Copulation  with  a  Man;  but 


ence 
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hence  neither  does  it  follow,  that 
her  Paffions  eithei:  of  Fear  under 
great  Surprize,  or  her  inordinate 
Defires ,  however  unable  to  alter 
the  Parts  of  her  own  Body,  fhall 
not  be  capable  of  marking,  maim¬ 
ing  or  otherwife  defacing  the  ten¬ 
der  Lineaments  of  thofe  in  the  Foe¬ 
tus.  Tis  one  thing,  we  own,  to 

be  well  affur’d,  that  thefe  Acci- 

*  • 

A ' 

dents  do  happen,  and  are  produ¬ 
ced  upon  fuch  Occafions,  and  ano¬ 
ther  to  be  able  to  account  how  they 
are  brought,  about.  And  as  well 
furely  may  we  deny  fome  Effects 
of  the  Magnet ,  which  we  fee  be¬ 
fore  us,  or  of  fome  peculiar  ldio- 
fncrafies  and  .other  ftrange  Phoeno- 
rnena ,  to  which  (being  ignorant  of 
their  Caufes)  we  have  given  the 

Names 


) 
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Names  of  Sympathy  and  Antipa¬ 
thy  ,  becaufe  we  are  unable  to 
folve  the  Modus  of  their  Opera¬ 
tions,  as  thefe  wonderful  and  fur- 
priling  ones  of  the  Mother’s  Fancy 
over  the  Foetus. 

From  p.  5  z  to  5-7,  we  have  your 
Account  of  the  Pafjions  ■>  their 
Definition,  Divifion ,  Seat  and 
Way  of  Operating ;  yet  fuch  fure- 
ly  as  no  Philosopher  before  you 
ever  broached. 

They  are  grounded,  you  fay, 
in  general  upon  the  Knowledge  of 
the  ObjeB,  a  quick  'Thought,  and 
fome  Ratiocination 5  and  thus  (to 
•  ufe  your  own  Language)  What  is 
Surprife  hut  a  fort  of  fudden  Com - 
parifon  between  an  ordinary  ObjeB 
we  a^e  ufed  to,  and  an  extraordi- 


(  *3 5  > 

nary  we  are  .not  acquainted  with  ? 
What  is  Fear  but  an  mfiantaneous 
Comparifon  of  Strength  on  both 
fides ,  and  a  Confcioufnefs  of  Debi¬ 
lity  and  Weaknefs  Whilfi  Long- 
ing  is  grounded  upon  the  Judgment 
we  make  of  the  Ufefulnefs  of  what 
we  long  for. 

Now  furely,  inftead  of  crying 
out.  Who  ever  &c.  may  not  your 
Reader  have  the  Privilege  to  re¬ 
tort  upon  you,  Who  that  was  tho¬ 
roughly  frighten’d,  or,  as  we  fay, 
out  of  their  Wits,  ever  makes  Com- 
parifons  i  Who  that  was  fuddenly 
furprifed  by  an  Apparition,  whe¬ 
ther  true  or  falfe,  deliberates  which 
•  _  ** 

is  ftrongeft,  the  Spedtre  or  him- 
felf.  ?  Who  at  the  Sight  of  a  Shoul¬ 
der  of  Mutton  or  a  piece  of  Cheefe, 

with 
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with  twenty  other  things,  unac¬ 
countably  diflurbing  them,  Hands 
to  argue  or  compare  ?  Or  what 
Chlorotick  Girl  that  eameftly  hones 
after  a  piece  of  a  Coal,  Cinder, 
Tobacco-pipe, .  Chalk,  Qatmeal, 
Salt  or  the  like  dainty  Viands,  firft 
makes  a  Judgment,  and  argues 
about  the  Ufefulnefs  thereof  i 


You  proceed  farther  and  tell  us, 
that  the  great- belly’ d  Woman  is 
ajraid  of  a  naked  Sword ,.  becaufe 
fhe  knows  or  apprehends  ( which  is 
the  fame  thing)  the  Rajhnefs  of 
the  Man  in  whofe  Hand  it  is. 
Well  fuppofe  now,  that  the  Man 
was  her  nown  dear  Spoufe,  who, 
fhe  knows,  would  not  hurt  her  for 
the  World ;  nay,  fuppofe  the .  na¬ 
ked  Sword  was  drawn  before  her 

only 
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only  to  be  clean’d  ;  there  are  thole 
who  would  be  ready  to  fwoon 
away  at  the  Sight.  Again,  J he  is 
moved  at  the  Sight  of  '  a  Dog  or 

f  * 

Gat ,  becaufe  Jhe  is  timorous,  and 
knows  not  but  Jhe  Jhall  be  bitten  or 
fcratch’d .  But  how  if  lhe  chance 
to  be  moyed  (as  fome  are  much 
more)  at  the  Sight  of.  a  Frog* 
which  can  neither  bite  nor  fcratch 

her  ?  She  is  afraid"  at  the  Sight  of 

*  *  *  #  •  *■ 

a  Butcher  who .  kills  a  Beafi ,  be¬ 
caufe  Jhe  is  merciful ;  for  have  any 
of  us  ever  heard  of  a  cruel  Wo¬ 
man  ?  How  then  in  the  Name  of 
Wonder  do  thefe  Butchers  get 
themfelves  Wives,  fince  the  very 
Sight  of  them  is  thus  .terrible  ?  I 
might  farther  enquire  how  it  hap¬ 
pens,  that  a  flout  Man  fometimes 

:  turns 


turns  pale,  has  cold  Sweats,  and 
is  ready  to  die  away  at  the  Sight 
of  a  Kittling ;  nay,  I  might  add, 
fhall  be  fenfible  fuch  Creature  is 
in  the  Room,  altho’  he  has  not  feen 
it,  and  be  attended  with  like  Sym¬ 
ptoms  if  it  be  not  inftantly  remo¬ 
ved,  as  is  a  certain  Perfon  whom 
I  have  known  thus  try’d,  and  with 
whom  I  have  an  intimate  Acquain¬ 
tance.  But  this,  I  expect,  will  be 
look’d  upon  by  you  as  Fiction  and 
Impofition,  good  Man,  upon  your 
Faith. 

.■  *.  •  *  JL  JL  v*.'  ..  ■  yj'  .  ...  ; 

♦ 

Thefe  Reflections  however  you 
give  us  to'  underftand  the  Foetus 
is  not  capable  of,  whofe  Thoughts 
are  limited,  as  the  Mothers  are  pe¬ 
culiar  alfo  to  herfelf,  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  Child’s  Mind;  as  if 

any 


(  *39  ) 

any  one  has  been  fo  mad  to  fup- 
pofe  the  Child’s  Aflent  was  want¬ 
ing  or  requir’d  to  any  Impreffion 
wrought  upon  its  Body,  at  fuch 
times,  by  the  Mother's  Imagina¬ 
tion  ?  Or  that  the  lame  was  not 
merely  pallive  all  the  time,  like 
the  Wax  to  the  Stamp  or  Seal  ? 

What  tho  Monfieur  Malbranch 
(who  was  a  mere  Enthufiafi )  has 
given  a  chimerical  Account  of  this 
Intercourfe  .  or  identical  Senfation 
between  the  Mother  and  her  Child 
in  UterOy  which  way  fhould  it 
affedt  them, '  who  lay  the  whole 
upon  the  Fancy  ox  Imagination  of 
the  former ,  difturb’d  or  terrified 
by  Approach  of  a  fuppos’d  Dan¬ 
ger,  or  affrighting  Object ;  or 
dwelling  long  upon  the  Appetite 

N  of 
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of  fomewhat  earneftly  coveted,  but 
which  perhaps  cannot  be  obtained, 
at  lead:  in  due  time  ? 

The  following  from  57  to  67, 
are  taken  up  with  the  Defcription 
of  the  feveral  Stages ,  as  you  no¬ 
minate  them,  of  the  Child :  The 

* 

two  drift  being  whilft  it  is  in  the 
Ovary ,  or  in  the  Tubes  adjoining 
to  the  Uterus  j  which,  with  fome 
Reflections  thereon,  feem  intend¬ 
ed  to  demonftrate,  that  the  fame 
having  no  Communication  with 
the  Mother,  can  receive  no  Imprefl- 
fion  from  her  Fears  or  De fires. 

.  As  to  which,  whilft  the  fecunda- 

*  • 

ted  Ovum  is  fatten'd  to  its  Ovarium , 
it  muff  doubtlefs  be  a  Part  of  her, 

k 

but  not  fo,  when  fain  thence  into 
the  Tubey  nor  poflibly  for  fome 

Days 
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Days  after,  whilft  moveable  there¬ 
in  ;  or  till  from  its  outer  Cover- 

~  » '  ,  *  * 

ing  it  fhoots  forth  the  Rudiments 
of  the  Placenta ,  whofe  Fibers  and 
Veffels  enter  the  Subftance  of  the 

i 

Uterus ,  and  after  implicating  or 
divaricating  with  the  Blood-veffels 
thereof,  both  Veins  and  Arteries , 
we  muft  now  again  allow  it  to  be 
a  Part  of  her,  till  the  faid  Placen¬ 
ta  drops  off  or  feparates  from  the 
Uterus ,.  as  the  Fruit  is  a  Part  of  the 
Tree,  or  the  Flower  of  the  Plant 
it  grows  on,  and  by  which  it  is  in 
like  manner  nourifh’d  and  brought 
to  its  Perfection,  till  it  falls  or  is 
forced  off.  And  it  is  in  this  third 
Stage ,  we  believe  thefe  Accidents 
generally  happen ;  to  be  abfolutely 
afcertain’d  of  the  precile  time  in 

N  %  many 
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many  of  them,  may  be  difficult  ; 
altho’  it  is  my  Opinion,  which  I 
readily  fubmit,  it  is  for  the  moil 
part  after  quickening,  when  by  the 
Motion  of  the  Foetus ,  the  Mother’s 
Anxiety  about  its  Welfare,  is  great- 
eft,  her  Concern  ftrongeft,  and  her 
Thoughts  now  more  intenfe  about 
it  (as  after  through  all  the  fuc- 
ceeding  time  of  Geftation )  than 
we  can  fuppofe  them  to  have  been 
before,  ‘when  fhe  was  not  certainly 
aflur’d,  whether  or  no  fhe  had 
conceived. 

But  if  you  are  refolv’d  to  infill 
upon  fome  Criterion,  by  which  to 
find  the  definite  Time,  that  Na¬ 
ture  (for  I  know  of  no  better  or 
other  Word,  I  muft  own,  by 
which  to  exprefs  myfelf)  fets  about 

thefe 
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thefe  Alterations ;  this,  I  fay,  in 
the  Cafe  of  fimple  Signature ,  may 
be  collected  from  that  of  the  Mo- 
.  ther’s  Longing  or  her  Fright which 
are  very  often  eafy  to  be  recollect¬ 
ed,  having  left  fuch  Ideas  in  her 
Memory,  as  are  not  prefently  to 

be  obliterated, 

•  • _ 

In  my  early  Days  of  Practice,  I 
was  fent  for  to  bleed  a  Gentlewo-  . 
man  who  had  been  then  walking  1 
out  into  the  Fields,  where  a  Beg¬ 
gar  coming  fuddenly  upon  her, 
threw  back  his  Coat,  and  fhew’d 
a  large  Hernia  Intejiinalis ,  crying 
pitifully  of  his  Bowels  being  tum¬ 
bled  out.  She  told  me  fhe  was 
afraid  fhe  fhould  mifcarry,  of  o- 
therways  had  injur’d  her  Child  by 
the  Fright ;  for  fhe  perceiv’d  a 

N  3  .  Rent 

. 
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Rent  as  it  vvere  within  her,  and 
had  ever  fince  a  violent  Motion 
thereof :  Upon  which  account,  by 
way  of  Prevention,  after  Bleeding 
fhe  was  put  to  Bed,  but  within 
three  Days  (being  then  about  feven 
Months  gone)  her  Child  came  in¬ 
to  the  World,  with  a  true  Hernia , 
under  which,  as  I  remember,  it 
lived  two  of  three  Days  longer. 

When  I  open’d  the  outer  Tegu¬ 
ments,  in  order  to  examine  the 
Procejfus ,  I  found  a  Rent  in  the 
Peritoneum,  looking  frefh  and 
bloody,  thro’  which  a  Part  of  the 
Inteftine  had  fallen,  and  was  tend¬ 
ing,  like  the  reft  of  the  Parts  round 
about,  to  a  Gangrene. 

And  now,  Sir,  if  you  are  dilpo- 
fed  to  puzzle  me  by  an  Enquiry 

how 
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how  the  Mother  s  Surprize,  at  the 
Spectacle,  or  the  Beggars  Lamen- . 
tation  about  his  Guts  falling  out  of 
his  Belly,  could  thus  affed  her  In¬ 
fant,  or  her  Spirits  and  Blood, 
however  tumultuoufly  agitated , 
pafs  to ‘the  Placenta ,  and  thence 
by  th c.  Funiculus,  to  the  Abdomen 
of  the  Foetus ,  and  there  caufe  a 
Breach,  or,  in  your  own  Phrafe, 
a  Dijfolution  of  the  Continuity  in 
the  Peritonaeum  thereof,  or  what 
Inftruments  they  could  ufe  for  an 
Exploit, which  requir  d  tome  Force ; 
or  finally  where  had  ‘her  Imagina¬ 
tion  fuch  Inftruments?  I  profefs 
you  will  be  too  many  for  me,  who 
can  only  fay,  that  fo  it  was  5  for 
I  dare  not  in  ufdem  Verbis ,  It  was 
Jo  becaufe  it  was  fo.,  left  I  fhould 

•  N  4  '  difpleafe- 
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difpleafe  you.  This  juftice  I  may 
do  the  Midwife,  that  had  a  jury 
been  empannel’d,  to  enquire  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  fhe  had  any  hand  in  the 
Misfortune,  fhe  muft  needs  have 
been  acquitted,  who  could  not  be 
found,  till  the  Child  had  made  its 
own  Way  into  the  World. 

And  let  this  fuffice  as  to  the 
time,  when  fuch  Changes  may  fall 
out.  I  have  often  heard  from  one 
in  the  Family,  that  Lady  B — — « 
upon  the  Surprife  by  the  Beggar 

with  the  Stump  Arm,  told  Sir  / - = 

fhe  could  not  for  a  long  time  af¬ 
ter  keep  the  frightful  Objedt  from 
her  Mind,  and  that  fhe  was  there¬ 
fore  fearful  her  Child  had  fuffer’d 
by  it : .  But  how  far  fhe  had  then 
reckon’d,  or  how  long  to  go  at 

the 
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the  time  of  the  Surprize,  I  never 
.  was  fo  inquiiltive  as  to  inform  my  • 
felf ;  but  have  often  thought  it  was 
much  pity,  as  is  the  vulgar  Saying, 
that  inftead  of  tryingthefe  deform¬ 
ed  but  bold  Beggars  by  the  Coven r- 
try  Acl  ( as  you;  being  minded  to 
be  witty,  or  to  make  a  Jeft  of  fo 
weighty  an  Affair,  are  pleas’d  to 
exprefs  yourfelf )  they  are  not  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  fome  Alms-houfe  or 
Hofpital,  and  not  fuffer’d  to  walk 
the  Streets,  whence  I  am  fure  much 
Mifchief  does  arife  in  the  Way  of 
which  we  have  been  now  fpeak- 
ing. 

The  remaining  Part  of  your 
Book  I  find  intended  farther  to 
prove,  by  the  Structure  of  the  Parts, 
l  mean  the  Funis,  Placenta  and 

Uterus 
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Uterus  -itfelf,  to  which  the  lafi  of 
the  two  is  fajlend ,  that  there  can  • 
be  no  Communication  of  Blood  or 
Spirits  between  the  Child  and  its 
Mother,  by  whofe  Media  her  Fan¬ 
cy  or  Imagination  can  influence  the . 
fame :  Nay ,  that  'the  Mother  and 
Child \  in  this  regard ,  are  no  more 
related,  than  when  it  is  feeding  on 
the  Nurfes  Knee ,  or  playing  in 
the  Cradle :  An  Advance  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  Laws  of  Circulation  of 
the  Blood,  from .  one  to  the  other, 
and  back  again,  by  means  of  the 
faid  Placenta ,  as  well  as  contrary 
to  Experience,  where  the  mortal 
Hemorrhages  or  Floodings  on  the 
Mother’s  Side,  upon  feparating  for¬ 
cibly  or  immaturely  of  the  faid 
Past  from  the  Womb,  ■  makes  it 
•n  '  often 
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often  fo  manifeft,  that  the  whole 
Mafs  is  fometimes'  fuddenly  ex- 
haufted  hereby,  as  it  would  be  on 
•  the  Child’s,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
Ligature:  But  this  lqtter>  you  fay , 
is  only  circulated  thro  the  Placen¬ 
ta,  and  that  the  Occafion  of  the 
Bleeding. ,  whin  the  fame  is  fepa~ 
rated. \  is  only  becaufe  its  Fibers  are 
fo  blended  with  the  Uterine  Vejfelss 
that  they  cannot  be  parted  without 
Diffolutio  Continui." 


If  you  mean  now  by  thefe  Fi~ 
brill  a?  entirely  to  .exclude  the  Ca¬ 
pillary  Blood- veffels ,  both  Veins 
and  Arteries ,  of  the  laid  Placenta , 
inofculating  with  thole  of  the  Ute¬ 
rus ,  you  muff  furely  be  at  a  Lofs 
to  make  out  what  you  attempt  to 

r  1  *  •  . 

prove.  •  ...  \  , 

// 


.W 
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If  the fe  Shoots ,  you  fay,  or  Fi¬ 
bers,  are  fuppofed  to  he  Arteries 
or  Veins ,  will  be  impoffible  for 
us  to  underfiand  how  the  Uterine 
Arteries  can  meet  with  the  Umhili - 
cal  Veins ,  and  vice  verfa,  the  Um¬ 
bilical  Arteries  with  the  Uterine 
Veins ,  except  they  have  Senfe  and 
Reafon,  and  know  one  another : 
Befides ,  that  the  Flux  of  the  Arte¬ 
rial  Blood  will  be  fo  firong  as  to 
prevent  this  Union  of  the  Arteries 

with  the  Veins  at  their  firfl  Ap - 
* 

y*  • 

As  to  the  firfl,  this  Anafiomofis 
or  Imputation  of  the  Blood-veffels, 
whether  ejufdem  vel  diver fi  gene¬ 
ris,  is,  we  allow,  furprihng,  but 
if  we  look  towards  the  Architect, 
and  the  Law's  which  he  has  lettled 

among 
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among  Animal  Bodies,  the  Worn 

der  is  leflen’d  ;  and  altho’  aPojffe 

ad  EJfe  non  valet  Confequentia ;  yet 

is  there'  no  fuch  Poffibility  to  be 

doubted  of  here,  fince  the  fame  is 

verified  of  every  Capillary  Artery 

finding  out  its  correfpondent  Vein, 

for  Continuance  of  the  common 

Circulation  ;  and  if  you  fhould  re- 

•  • 

ply,  that  thefe  are  originally  fo 
formed,  yet  you  may  find  the  fame 
thing  falls  out,  by  this  Providence 
of  Nature ,  upon  every  D tar e/ts , 
which  you  would  name,  tho’  cer¬ 
tainly  improperly,  a  Dijfolution  of 
the  camous  or  flefhy  Parts ;  and  I 
may  as  well  ask  you  upon  the 
Operation  of  the  Hair-ltp  ( which 
by  the  way  you  are  fure  never 
happen’d  from  the  Mother’s  Sur¬ 
prize) 
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prize )  when  the  Sides  are  excoria¬ 
ted,  in  order  to  their  Symphijii, 
how  the  Blood' veffels  find  out  each 
other,  for  circulating  that  Fluid  as 
in  the  other  Parts,  or  as  if  they 
had  never  fuffer'd  a  Solution  of  their 

Again,  I  might  ask,  if  it  were 

not  to  fettle  this  Commerce  be- 
«  * 

tween  the  Foetus  and  the  Mother ; 
or  if  the  fame  be  a.  complete  Inte¬ 
grum  of  itfelf,  whilft  thus  ty’d  to 
the  Mother’s  Womb,  to  what  pur- 
pofe  is  the  Placenta  form’d,  or  the 
Navel-firing  either :  or  why  fhould 
Nature^  who  does  nothing  in  vain 
or  without  ends,  have  framed  them, 
if.it  were  not  for  other  than 
fupporting  it  from  tumbling  up 
and  down,  viz.  for  that  as  the 

Embryo 


J 
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Embryo  is  enlarged,  growing  up 
to  a  -  Foetus,  and  Handing  therefore 
in  need  of  a  more  plentiful  Supply 
of  Blood  for  Augmentation  of  its 
Parts,  the  fame  might  be  hereby 
convey’d  from  the  Uterus  ? 

In  reference  now  to  the  Expe¬ 
riment  about  the  Rythm  or  Tenure 

of  the  Pulfe  in  the  Funiculus ,  to 

•  • 

find  if  the  fame  be  Synchronic  with 
that  in  the  Ctirpal  Artery  of  the 
Mother,  it  may  be  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine  with  any  Exadffiefs ;  and 
by  fuch  as  have  made  it,,  has  been 
differently  reported.  A  Gentle- 
man,  who  has  a  large  Share  in  the 
Practice  of  Deliveries,  affures  me 

"  0 

he  has  found  very  little  Variation, 
and  -that  he  thought,  he  had  felt 
the  Vibration  of  both  at  the  fame 

•  i 

i  •  point 
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point  of  Time  ;  but  were  this  to 
fall  fhort  of  Nicety,  it  ought  not 
to  invalidate  the  Belief  of  this  mu¬ 
tual  Correfpondence ;  being  found 
different  at  fome  times  (from  in- 
fcrutable  Caufes)  in  the  two  Wrifts 
of  the  fame  Perfon. 

•  -v  • 

Farther,  in  regard  to  the  Senfa- 
tion  of  the  Foetus ,  and  its  diftindt 
Genus  Nervofumy  it  may  be  alfb 
query’d,  whether  or  no,  whilft  it 
is  fhut  up  in  its  Membranes,  it 
have  any  Senfations  at  all  ?  Innate 
Ideas  have  been, ’you  know,  de¬ 
nied  by  one  of  the  greateft  Mailers 
of  human  Underftanding :  Nor 
need  •  there  any  other  yet  awhile, 
on  which  to  found  Arguments  or 
form  Syllogifms :  We  may  farther 
admit  the  Child  to  be  dead,  whilft 

the 


s 
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the  Mother  is  alive,  but  I  am  fure 
cannot  be  laid  to  fare  well  at  fuch 
times.  Is  it  not  the  fame  with  cer¬ 
tain  Parts  of  the  Indivtduum  ?  Or 
mud  we  fay  the  Toe,  the  Finger, 
the  Leg  or  Arm,  becaufe  now  mor¬ 
tified,  and  about  to  be  difmern- 
ber’d,  are  not  nor  ever  were  a  Part, 
or  Parts,  of  the  lame  Integrum  ? 
Or  fhall  we  hence  conclude  with 
you,  p.  8  6,  that  they  are  different 
Beings ;  or  as  in  9  3 ,  that  they  have 
a  feparate  Circulation,  feparate  Sen- 
fation,  feparate  vital  Functions;  or, 
in  fhort,  that  the  faid  Foetus ,  as  well 
in  this  laid  Stage,  as  in  the  two  firft, 
is  no  Part  of  the  Mother,  but  a  dif- 
tincl  Indmiduurn  \  and  confequent- 
ly  that  her  Imagination  cannot  do 
it  the  leaf!:  Inj  ury  at  any  time. 

O  There 
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There  are,  I  mull  confefs,  fome 
©t  ler  Reafons  you  have  brought  to 
prove  the  Foetus  an  Integrum ,  or 
no  way  dependent  on  the  Mother , 
but  fo  wretchedly  weak  and  {hal¬ 
low,  as  to  delerve  no  Regard  or 
farther  Confederation ;  being  fome 
way  founded  on  this  Hypothecs, 
the  fuppofed  Impollibility  of  any 
Intercourfe  maintain’d,  or  that  can 
be  maintain’d,  between  them  ; 
which  being  fubverted,  the  whole 
Superftrudture  mull  come  to  no¬ 
thing. 

I  have  now  gone  thro’  the  Body 
of  your  Difcourfe,  and  am  arriv’d 
at  the  Clofe,  where  I  find  we  are 
prefented  with  what  you  call  a 
Sketch  of  the  Caufes  of  Monjters , 
but  much  fitter  to  be  named  a 

4  Monjtrom 
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Monjlrous  Sketch :  In  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  one  of  your  Propofitions, 
you  will  have  it,  that  thefe  Produ¬ 
ctions  are  lefs  amazing  than  regu¬ 
lar  Bodies ,  and  where  you  take 
upon  you  to  reconcile  all  fuch  Ac¬ 
cidents,  Aberrations,  or  Lufus  of 
Nature,  which  our  fimple  Natu- 
ralifts,  Philofophers  and  Phyfi- 
cians,  ufed  formerly,  and  ftill 
aferibe  to  the  Mother's  Imagina¬ 
tion,  to  certain  other  Caufes  and 
Contingencies,  fuch  as  Variety  of 
Particles  in  Combination  (fee  p.  5  j.) 
Difeafes  of  the  Foetus,  Interruption 
or  Rncreafe  of  fome  Parts  above 
others ,  Force  or  Violence  offer  d,  a 
jumbling  of  the  Ova ,  and  the  like ; 
irom  one  or  other  of  which  you  in¬ 
tend,  I  perceive,  (and  I  wifhyou 

O  z  good 
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good  luck  in  the  Enterprife )  to 
sketch  out  the  Caufe  why  fome. are 
colour’d  on  their  Skin,  with  the 
appearance  of  Claret,  fome  mar  lid 
with  Hare -lips,  fome  look  like 
Monkeys ,  others  like  Devils ;  nay, 
fo  condefcending  are  you,  as  to  un¬ 
fold  how  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the 
Cooper’s  Wife  at  Frankfort  had  her 
Child’s  Bowels  'hanging  out  of  the 
Belly,  befides  other  Effects  of  Dif- 
folutions  in  the  Continuum :  Nor 
rnu  ft  we  think  that  thefe  Pheno¬ 
mena  were  circu  mfcrib’d  within 
the  narrow  Compafs  of  Nine 
Months ;  many  of  them  being  of 
a  very  old  Date,  as  we  may  fee 
enter’d  in  the  Sketch,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Words,  fee  Sketch  ioy,  on 
which  I  have  taken  leave  to  para- 
phrafe,  Since 
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Since  the  Rudiments  of  all  Ani¬ 
mals  are  a  principio,  let  us  fuppofe 
(by  the  way  I  find  you  are  not 
dreaming,  only  fuppofing)  that  an 
Ovum  which  exifled  four  or  five 
thoufand  Tears  ago  ( for  in  the  Epo¬ 
ch  a  of  the  World’s  Genefis ,  a  thou¬ 
fand  Years  will  break  no  fquares 
any  more  than  fpoil  the  Ovum )  has 
had  ( has  or  had  had  been  furely 
enough)  an  accidental  Brutfe  or 
fame  other  Damage ,  either  hy  Sick- 
nefs  (obferve)  or  by  Poifon  (do 
yqu  mind,  the  Egg  was  either  fick 
or  poifon’d  four  or  five  thoufand 
Year’s  ago)  yet  may  the  Child 
(pray  give  attention)  that  came 
fir  ft  and  immediately  from  that  0- 
vum ,  be  well  Jloap'd  and  regular  in 
its  Limbs,  and  a  great  many  alfo 

(d’ye 
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( d’ye  fee )  of  its  Bofierity.  When 
on  a  fudden ,  and  after  fever al  E~ 
volutions  ( i.  e.  fuddenly,  but  a  long 
time  firft )  a  monjlrous  Child  ( poor 
Thing!)  may  be  born  with  great 
Deformities ,  upon  account  ( remem¬ 
ber  ftill )  of  the  old  Misfortune 
(d’ye  fee,  five  thoufand  Years  paft ) 
fome  few  Particles  of  its  Body , 
which  were  infinitely  fmall)  you 
may  guefs  at  their  Size  by  the  Big- 
nefs  of  the  Lice  we  have  already 
taken  notice  of)  in  the  primitive 
Ovum ,  having  been  then  displaced, 
confus’d  { alas !  alas ! )  or  dtlacera - 
ted. 

And  now  having  fo  cleverly 
sketch’d  out  the  Caufe,  and  found 
the  fame  in  an  Ovum  or  Egg  that 
was  hatch’d  by  Grandmother  Eve> 

with 
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with  a  fort  of  Ovation  yxffe'mayf 
well  take  vour  leave  of  Won  this 

.  *  P  ■  v/ 

wile. 

Thus  ( Gentlemen  -you  might  , 
have  added,  unlefs  yoQ.:^ote 
fame  for  the  Ufe  of  th&'go^.^jd'-' 
men)  you  fee  (but  wllTTfTey  be¬ 
lieve  ? )  the  Mothers  Imagination  is 
wrongfully  brought  in  guilty  (I 
doubt  not)  of  Faults  of  which  it 
is  innocent ,  and  thofe  very  often 
owing  to  remote  Caufes  (certainly, 
if  placed  at  the  diftance  of  five 
thoufand  Years)  which  had  taken 
cffecl  (if  you  can  believe  the  fame 
is  not  an  Impofition  on  your  Faith ) 
even  long  time  before  Jhe  came  into 
the  Wi orld. 

My  Arguments  which  are  very 
numerous  (yet  enough  you  know 
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is  as  good  as  a  Feaft)  fupport  one 
another  (but  if  one  Link  is  broke, 
we  are  all  untwifted)  and  I  hope 
jf  they  are  well  weigh'd  and  con¬ 
fided d  (by  Inch  as  have  Caps  made 
for  that  purpofe)  the  Reader  will 
he  perfuaded ’  that  the  common  0- 
pimony  that  the  Mothers  Imagina¬ 
tion  can  mark  her  Child^  is  a  vul¬ 
gar  Error. 

And  here  methinks,  inftead  of 
Finis,  would  have  come  in  well, 
the  Quacks  Advice  in  Capitals. 

Read ,  Try,  Judge , 

And  Speak  as  you  find. 

FINIS. 

ERRATA. 

Prefatory  Difcourfe. 

Page  29.  line  u.  for  are  read  is  p.  32.  /.  penult . 
r.  of  farther. 

Difcourfe  of  Gleets. 

P.  iz .  /.  18.  for  Elarum  r.  Clarum  p.  28.  /•  16. 
r.  thoughts  p.  53.  7.3.  for  cam.  r  com.  71.  /. 
penult,  for  r.  fcgyjz  p.qi.I.  2.  r.  hay.  p.  no* 
/.  7.  r.  power. 
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